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| #48 Shoftim (n'vov)
H eb rew wor d fO r 6 J u dge

Torah: Deuteronomy 16: 2! 4
Haftarah; |saiati51:12:52:



http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0516.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1051.htm

TOPICS IN THE PARSHA

THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT

= Moses instructs the people of Israel to
appomt judges and law enforcement offlcers 1
.Aery city. “Justice, justice shall you pursue,™
lommnands them, and you must admlmste u
Wil ﬁc, \corruption or favorltlsm Cri must be
metbiculo ly investigated thonoushily
Sremined -\ —a Minimug: tWO credik - NESSEENER

Emlined_fercon /iction andipunishinEae



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA

THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT |
In every generation, says Moses, there will be those entrusted |
.~ with the task of interpreting and applying the laws of o
the Torah. “According to the law that they will teach you, ar d
the judgment they will instruct you, you shall do; you sh 1
L not turn away from the thing that they say to you, to
thesright\nor to the left.” We see a beautiful prophe of the
e wh would come and speak God’s wor nd how: all
Should listen to him - Deut. 18: 15; ere Go proclaims
theEeWwill Send a “Prop y nto Mc n- ? and welseeitell
R UmEnRtof this in a- MiNazenet andaWweSiinEEhENERIE

R IRATTIUS thistinover30 dierentaayes



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+18:15-19

TOPICS IN THE PARSHA

THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT

Shoftim also includes the prohibitions against idolatry and sorcery; f

- laws governing the appointment and behavior of a king; and

suidelines for the creation of “cities of refuge” for the madverte

. murderer. Also set forth are many of the rules of war: the

Xer pt1on from battle for one who has just built a home, planted
@ viReyard, married, or is “afraid and soft-hearted”; the

t to offer terms of peace before ‘att?a;hng a "‘h\/, and
omething ofiVallie

"1b1 gon against wanton des;rtt:)c}y@
ified Ry the law that for cut down a fruititse S when

"1?,‘ (in thlS optext lorahima keIt ENEMBRE
talr“r LM or Ir T’l IS 1 uQQ oft thelficldkar




TOPICS IN THE PARSHA
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT |

The Parashah concludes with the law of the egla
ar ufah the special procedure to be followed when
aperson is killed by an unknown murderer andihis
C 3 {1s found in a field—which undersce res
heNiespopsibility of the commu sfﬁé . leadels
pemoenly fer what they de®but also forwhabshEya
nisht\iave prevented fromibeineiennEs




This week’s Torah portion is called - n'pow |
-Shophet1m which is the plural of the root word
.~ U9V shaphat - Strong’s H8199 which means;
i udge to judge, to govern, rule, ruler, exect tie
judgement’. L
es\and officers, you are to appQink v '*chm all
your gafes! "




16:18 “Appoint judges and officers within a
:our gates, which nin' your Elohim is giving yot ,

ACCC rmg to your tribes. And they shall Jud (< the
L \people with righteous rlght rul g
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The Hebrew word for ‘officers’ is oo shoterim, __j
‘Wh]Ch is the plural of the root word 20w shoter -
Strong s H786O which means, ‘official, offlcer

3 nd so, by 1mpl1cat1on 1}};\;13 refer to
.a crlbe, a magistrgte-er overseeis
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,The Hebrew root word that is translated here as
. ‘gates’ is "y sha’ar - Strong’s H8179 which
means, ‘gate, door, entrance’ and comes from: the
*oot verb v sha’ar - Strong’s H8176 whict

ma&ans, ‘to think, split open, reason o ‘u,
E \ calculate reckon estima

/"
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Therefore, we can see, and understand, how it is at |
the ‘gates’ of the city, where right- rulmg and justice |
was proclaimed and carried out before all!

‘;here was to be appointed judges in every city, which'
Swould ensure that the proper right-ruling of Ethl _;
Lwould be consistently administered in every city, 4

withip all the allotments of the tribes of Yisra'e U

AS W‘ﬁ @nsider how the commands of E ,’m o he
BERWIEtte\on our doorposts, we ﬁ%sgh hat, infeln
abililvato come in and go.edt, we are to be conshanilayal
EniEed of\the cleal need to suandiEisicOMNENEAL

—




['he Hebrew word that is translated as ‘appoint’ is root
verb |m1 nathan - Strong’s H5414 which means, ‘to give,
put, set, appointed, delivered, given, placed’. 1
| It is from this word, that we get the plural term D'I'N)
: Nethinim which means, ‘given ones’. F

‘l 10s€ Who were to be appointed as judges and OfflC 'S,
Were those who would be capable of handling the tn uth
Withoyt partiality, and would therefore, need to be

BSEWh had proven themselve%&m@’tr stworthy

andi relYable, in exercisinggeroper right-rulingtand

Lﬁ\Lplﬂlﬂ\nlL in Jud ng ers conrectiyareeirinERe

. i > Tonah.




The Greek word that is used in the LXX (Septuagint) for |
‘appoint’ is kaBlotnut kathistémi - Strong’s G2525 which |
|means, ‘to set in order, appoint, put ...in charge, appomt
il one to administer an office’, and the reason for me =
“mentioning this is that we see this word being used in:
.~ Mattithyahu/Matthew 24:45-47 “Who thenisa
istworthy and wise servant, whom his master set over
gisthousghold, to give them food in season? 46 “Blessed
13 thu_ efyvant whom his master, havi 1i‘f?e shall lmd
Nd7 “Truly, | say to gearthat he ha
\ over.a n_sxmnx




yuin' made it very clear to His taught ones, that we are to

be trustworthy servants, here and now, as we have been |
‘set over’ His House/Body, with the duties of diligently |
guarding His commands and keeping His House/Body clean;
Bwhich can only be done, when the correct right-rulings a,;
procedures of His Torah are followed and obeyed! =
. Those who are trustworthy in the guarding of the ™
somm: angs now, our Master will set over all His pOsse 2s5sions)
WhentHe 8omes again, as it is the trustwor y%e ants thal

shli®nule and reign with Hl*m{agd;be ppointed to exesis
elxecsdoeents and right=tuling ordicgoRismisis s
which will D e ,f? o he earth, in HistEVenasNnEiREI Rl
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In Ma’asei/Acts we are told that when the numbers of |
believers were growing, there arose some grumbling against |
the believers by the Hellenists (Greek speaking Yehudim),
‘saying that the cares of widows were being overlooked.
Ma’asei/Acts 6:2-4 “So the twelve summoned the group ¢
the taught ones and said, “It is not pleasing for us tos
leave the Word of Elohim and serve tables. 3 “Therefones
protheys, seek out from among you seven men whosalie
fpown t De filled with the Set-apart iri=and wisdomt

whemawe shall appoint fcypd . 4 but we shallSsiVe
\* ° y_ o SR p——
SuIERlvEsIcontinually to-pfayer andgtorservingtiERcIN

&
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The 12 talmidim (disciples/taught ones) of
Messiah, made it clear that trustworthy men were 4
g;o be sought out, so that they could appoint them
over the duties of service, that was needed in th
pody, in order that they could continue doing what
‘LH“'. w re appointed for, which was, to contin ue'in

r and the serving of the ()mu
ht ruling and judgement, aci ordingiie

et ora




The Greek word that is used here, in Ma’asei/Acts |
6:4, for ‘serving’ is dltakovia diakonia - Strong’s |
G1248 which means, ‘service, ministry, mission,
- support relief’, wh1ch comes from the word
O laKovog d1akonos Strong’s G1249 which mear s,
' ‘a servant, minister, deacon, waiter’. =

ointing of responsible leaders is vi vl in
y of MeSSlah for the b y’nfe to be
yartiality or danseion
v and CQa rrLﬁUON




| This.portion, like all others, points us directly to
| f,\‘i_‘__uwm' who has been appointed judge and ruler
over us:
| :-.thmotlyos Bét/ 2 Timothy 4:1 “In the 51ght o
lo hl and the Master ywin' Messiah, who she all

‘‘‘

2 the living and the dead at His appear ing ang
. Nis reign, | earnestly a .

g2 ;
atl




Kepha Aleph/ 1 Peter 4:1-5 “Therefore, since Messiah
suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same |
mind, because he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased ;
"*g;;from sin, 2 so that he no longer lives the rest of his t1me
;-:in the flesh for the lusts of men, but according to the =
gdesire of Elohim. 3 For we have spent enough of our c.\L
ifet ime in doing the desire of the gentiles, having walked
in ind egencies, lusts, drunkenness, orgies, wild pa rties,
and abo mable 1dolatr1es 4 m Wthh t ire s rprised
Gt you do not run with th fre same floc d of loRSE
DV lasphem1 0 5"Who shallygivemilsacenininseass
M WﬂO iS e e )4(0 ,' doe ti livinelandsthEleEEE N




The judges, or governors, were the decision makers, and were |
the ones who would make legal right-rulings, and the officers |
were the ones who were in charge of the record keeping and |
ould be the ones who would make any search for precedents
¢ and regulations that pertained to specific situations etc.
In other words, they were the ones who were well versed
alllaspects of the Torah and, together with the judges, c'ulcl
be 3 bl to make the correct right-rulings accordmg t /VlT\L

has been written!
Q0f a city were more than j f@ﬁﬁ an d oXil

s the place wher judges ang officensieltls
\\ sit and_tig e people

L



By appointing judges and officers at the gates of a city, was also |

a means to protect the city against the infiltration of any
criminal activity, just like a shepherd would guard the entrance |
to the sheepfold and protect his sheep from any wolves or |
3 thieves from coming in.
The Judges and officials were to be appointed from within th
tes meaning that they were to be appointed from among the

~ people and were not to be foreigners!

[S W ay that these judges and officers were to judge the
Dle, Was with righteous right-ruling, with ng 1st rtion on
' partiality!!! i
Brule, was to be accondineive

ohime




This is exactly how Messiah will rightly rule -
according to the written Word and therefore, there |
| is no excuse for any to not know - He will not make |
v«up rules as He goes along - He will rightly rule and
show no partiality! 3

arlm/Deuteronomy 1:17 “Do not show part1 m/
I right rulmg, hear the small as well as the great.
Demot\be afraid of anyone sy«% - Ww -
wiling be Qngs to Elohim. e case which#iis LDO
AEYRERY Vou, bringi#to me, andiShEUShEETRIS




clause, while they are clearly lacking in their

Today, we find that many claim the ‘do not judge’

fe«au_nderstandmg of the Torah, when, from Scripture,:
';"‘e see clearly that we are to Judge rlghteously

ola51m/Col0551ans 2:16-17 “Let no one theref re

juidge you in eating or in drinking, or in respectiol
A ] lu««_. \Yal or a new moon or Sabbaths - 17 which

e haowofwhat1stoco : n\ﬂuou/oz




This verse, which is often misinterpreted and |
| misunderstood, by those who do not understand |
* the Torah, is actually telling us, the Body of =
\essiah, to not let outsiders (those not walking it
the Covenant) judge us, however, we are to ju oQ
h other in the Body, according to the r1g eous
N r mg and standards of wﬁ and hold

R accountabl phold the righteRUE
\ andar L teousilivinest




| While we hold each other accountable, we do this |
| by showing each other our sins/lawlessness, so
~ that we can realign our walk to be pure and
rlghteous in Messiah, we certainly do not ° pas
sentence’ on each other for while there is One
Juds,- wwin' Messiah - and all right- rulmg ehhﬂus

Him\ we are His Body, who ﬁ‘?c ed te
1\/ e His Body, accomlifig to His rishtamalinees




We are told to not be afraid of anyone’s face - for
it is Elohim’s right-ruling! |

| S0 many today try to make a person feel guilty '3‘"-
»_mply ‘judging righteously’ and here, we are tol
‘clearly to not be afraid to ‘judge righteously s
acC ordmg to His right-ruling - for it is His and not
OUIr's \¢ nd when we simply obey and follow His

gieht-ruling and standards, Wﬂh’t be afraid
RNy 0oNe reactmns tooWrdiligent obediencelai

‘ mattens:




This is something that needs to be restored within |
the body today, as far too many are ‘doing their |
| own thing’ and when confronted, as a result of |
’_;ompromise, they use the feeble excuse that we
thave no right to judge, when clearly, we do - as
lBng as it is according to the right-ruling of Elohim
.\ and that we show no partiality! ==
[isttime for the body to take respensibilitysand
feEpleach\other accountalste to walkinglacconaine
e\ B thedlnuths




If we are afraid to do so, we may just be dealt
severely with by nin.

| Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 1:17 “Now, gird up your loins |

and arise, and speak to them all that | command you.
L not break down before their faces, lest | break eU
' before them.” ‘

l nese were the words that nin' spoke to a your Wu

Mirmeyahu and are words that aﬁésguaallv and
aeplicable to each and every one-of us today; tolis
Whaplare 3 dalled out and-ehiosen peopleavhoraretheaEi
faithful QAnnle) saders of the comingiieicnicieININNIE




| In these darkened days, where depravity is on the ‘
increase, we are to gird up our loins and speak
"‘ Truth and not be afraid to do so! ~“

The phrase, ‘gird up your loins and arise’ 15 .
| written in the Hebrew as:

‘te’zor matheneyke -

Leam t




This comes from the following root words:
| 1) 1x azar - Strong’s H247 which means, ‘to gird, |
| _,_\encompass equip, clothe’ and is metaphorical of
‘strength’! il
mothen - Strong’s H4975 which means, ‘lo ns
Y back, bOdy, heart, hips, wa1st’
stand’ and in th

eten _th lS ;mL\nnm
€
to rise; toihEMInE
o

DOWE ||ul O\stands goMelay Qs taolisnad, bmluib \




This instruction given to Yirmeyahu to ‘gird up his loins’,
‘meant that he was to ‘brace himself for action’!

He would not be able to stand up and be ready for action,_k
. if he had not been properly equipped in the Word! =
7‘n- had equipped him with His Word and now, he was t

rise up, stand firm and endure, with his loins proper y
" girded with the Truth!

This l \to stand up and be girded w1th th ;‘i"s Ne

Welare all to hear and diligently re nithi eheah
[Rlthand not get discou ra c1rcumst ru’\ thatsmeyal

~f- un ‘unfavourablel




| want to encourage you all to hear these faith equipping words |
of our Master and Elohim and be bold ambassadors, who obey |
the instructions of Elohim and are not afraid to speak the Truth, |
boldly, in His Name! ?%’7
s | consider this action, of girding up one’s loins and standing
’"'p for the Truth, | am certamly reminded of the image of th
Armour of Eloh1m that we are to be dressed in, in order fo us
te proerly stand and continue to stand, havmg g1rded our:
waist with Truth!

Stﬁ n‘rmed with the belt of Truth, is a i’tarl t/p

pIEhlie of ope bemg a falthful soldieLo éM ssiah, being duessed

m_du‘mgx ess and guarding=H1s commands: spotlessi\Aaie s
' ab o 4e~-Judge rishteauslyl




