
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Genesis 32:4-36:43 
Haftarah: Obadiah 1:1-21 

#8 Vayishlah (וַּיְִׁשַלח) 
— Hebrew for “and he 

sent,”



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Jacob returns to the Holy Land after a 20-year stay 
in Charan, and sends angel-emissaries to Esau in 

hope of a reconciliation, but his messengers report 
that his brother is on the warpath with 400 armed 

men. Jacob prepares for war, prays, and 
sends Esau a large gift (consisting of hundreds of 

heads of livestock) to appease him.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

That night, Jacob ferries his family and possessions 
across the Jabbok River; he, however, remains 

behind and encounters the angel that 
embodies the spirit of Esau, with whom he 

wrestles until daybreak. Jacob suffers a dislocated 
hip but vanquishes the supernal creature, who 

bestows on him the name Israel, which means “he 
who prevails over the divine.”



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Jacob and Esau meet, embrace and kiss, but part 
ways. Jacob purchases a plot of land 

near Shechem, whose crown prince—also 
called Shechem—abducts and rapes Jacob’s 

daughter Dinah. Dinah’s brothers Simeon and 
Levi avenge the deed by killing all male inhabitants 

of the city, after rendering them vulnerable by 
convincing them to circumcise themselves.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Jacob journeys on. Rachel dies while giving birth 
to her second son, Benjamin, and is buried in a 

roadside grave near Bethlehem. Reuben loses the 
birthright because he interferes with his father’s 

marital life. Jacob arrives in Hebron, to his 
father Isaac, who later dies at age 180. 

(Rebecca has passed away before Jacob’s arrival.)



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Our Parshah concludes with a detailed account of 
Esau’s wives, children and grandchildren; the 

family histories of the people of Seir, among whom 
Esau settled; and a list of the eight kings who 

ruled Edom, the land of Esau’s and Seir’s 
descendants.



Gen 32:1   And Ya‛aqoḇ went on his way, and the 
messengers of Elohim met him. 

Gen 32:2  And when Ya‛aqoḇ saw them, he said, 
“This is the camp of Elohim.” And he called the 

name of that place Maḥanayim. 
Gen 32:3  And Ya‛aqoḇ sent messengers before him 
to Ěsaw his brother in the land of Sě‛ir, the field of 

Eḏom



Gen 32:4  and he commanded them, saying, “Say 
this to my master Ěsaw, ‘Your servant Ya‛aqoḇ said 

this, “I have sojourned with Laḇan and stayed 
there until now. 

Gen 32:5  “And I have bulls, and donkeys, flocks, 
and male and female servants. And I have sent to 
inform my master, to find favour in your eyes.” ’ ” 



Ya’aqoḇ had now left Laḇan and was headed home 
and this week’s Torah portion is called – וַּיְִׁשלַח 

vayishlaḥ, which means, ‘and he sent’ and comes 
from the root word ָׁשלַח shalaḥ (shaw-lakh' )– 
Strong’s H7971 which means, ‘to send, bid 

farewell, let go, put forth, stretch out, direct, 
urgently send’.



In Berěshith/Genesis 32:1 we see that Ya’aqoḇ had 
left Laḇan and was then met by the messengers of 
Elohim and he called the place ַמֲחנַיִם Maḥanayim 

(makh-an-ah’-yim)– Strong’s H4266 which means, 
‘two camps’, and as we will see in the next Torah 
portion, it was from here that he divided his family 
into two groups, in order to meet his brother Ěsaw, 

with shalom; and in many ways pictures the prophetic 
picture of the fullness of Yisra’ĕl’s two camps (House 
of Yisra’ĕl and House of Yehuḏah) being fully provided 

for in Messiah (as pictured by Yosĕph).



From this point, Ya’aqoḇ sent messengers ahead of 
him to his brother Ěsaw, in a style of humility that 

was done as a means to have some form of 
reconciliation and meet in peace.

 Sĕʽir (say-eer' )– Strong’s H8165 is a ֵׂשעִיר
mountain range in Eḏom, that lies south of the 

Dead Sea, and the name means, ‘shaggy, hairy’ 
which comes from the word ֵׂשעָר se’ar (say-awr' )– 

Strong’s H8181 which means, ‘hair, hairy’.



As Ya’aqoḇ nears home, he is filled with memories 
of his dealings with his brother Ěsaw and how his 

brother had hated him and wanted to kill him, and 
therefore, he sends a very humble message to his 
brother and even calls himself a ‘servant’ of his 

brother.



And what we can glean from this, is that while 
Ya’aqoḇ may have certainly been very unsure of 
how his brother would react to seeing him again, 
and while he was greatly afraid of the prospect of 
encountering his brother, he sends forth gifts, in 
advance, as a means to appease his brother, with 

the hope of turning away any of his wrath. 



Mishlĕ/Proverbs 15:1 “A soft answer turns away 
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up displeasure.”

Here Shelomoh identifies the power of one’s words 
and contrasts the clear difference between a soft 

answer and a harsh word!



A soft answer:
The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘soft’ 

comes from the root word ַרְך raḵ (rak)– Strong’s 
H7390 which means, ‘tender, delicate, soft, 

frail, inexperienced, timid’ and is often used in 
describing the character of people.



Dawiḏ said of Shelomoh the following: 
Diḇre haYamim Aleph/1 Chronicles 22:5 “And 
Dawiḏ said, “Shelomoh my son is young and 

tender, and the house that is to be built for יהוה is 
to be exceedingly great, for a splendid Name, to 

all the lands. Please, let me make preparation for 
it.” So Dawiḏ made extensive preparations before 

his death.” 



The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘answer’ is 
 ma’aneh (mah-an-eh’)– Strong’s H4617 which ַמעֲנֶה

means, ‘an answer, response’, and comes from the 
root verb עָנָה anah (aw-naw' )– Strong’s H6030 

which means, ‘to sing, utter tunefully, be 
occupied with, cry’. 

This word is used 329 times and relates to giving 
an answer, testifying, as well as shouting with joy, 

often as a response to being a faithful witness!



Hoshěa/Hosea 2:14-15 “Therefore, see, I am 
alluring her, and shall lead her into the wilderness, 

and shall speak to her heart, 15 and give to her 
vineyards from there, and the Valley of Aḵor as a 
door of expectation. And there she shall respond 

as in the days of her youth, as in the day when she 
came up from the land of Mitsrayim.”



Here, in Hoshěa/Hosea, it is translated as 
‘respond’ and in the KJV it is translated as ‘sing’; 

and we are able to learn from this the clear 
picture of the true response of a bride that has 

been led into the Wilderness in order the hear the 
sweet tender words of her Husband and King.

A ‘soft answer’, therefore, speaks of a response 
that is done in a tender and delicate manner, 

which certainly does not show weakness but rather 
a mature strength in the Word!



How often do we find ourselves ‘reacting’ in an 
aggressive manner to words or actions that we did 

not like or approve of? 
Reacting in a harsh manner as opposed to a tender 
and delicate one can fuel a fire of displeasure and 

start a verbal or even physical battle that only 
leads to harm and loss. 

With Shelomoh telling us that a soft answer turns 
away wrath, we can and must learn how important 

our response to aggression is. 



There may be times when someone comes at you 
with harshness and malicious intent, and the best 

way to turn the wrath away, is to give a soft, tender, 
delicate and controlled response, as opposed to an 

irrational response that is done with harshness! 
With the sending of messengers before him, Ya’aqoḇ 

was taking a prudent precaution, in order to 
properly ascertain the present temper of Ěsaw. 

How do you react when you remember the wrong 
dealings that you had with someone close, even a 

family member?



Ya’aqoḇ was afraid for his own life and the life of 
his family, as it had been 20 years since he had 

left home, after fleeing the wrath of his brother. 
So many today live in the fear of their past sins, 

and here, in ‘preparing for the worst’, Ya’aqoḇ, in 
distress, divides his people into 2 groups, so that if 
the one group was attacked by an angry brother, 

the other could escape. 
What do you do when you are facing the prospect 

of facing past enemies?



Ya’aqoḇ did not inquire of יהוה, and so we take note 
that it was Ya’aqoḇ who divided the people into 2 

groups and not Elohim! 
If Ya’aqoḇ had simply sought the face of יהוה, I am 
sure that he would have saved himself a great deal 

of stressful planning and scheming. 
Many of us today do the same, when facing a 

‘seeming crisis’, in that we often try to work out 
various plans and strategies instead of seeking 

wisdom from יהוה and trusting in His Sure Word that 
must guide our every step!



Ěsaw was still a man of the field, meaning that he 
had no spiritual aspirations or desires to walk in the 
ways of יהוה, but rather that he lived only for the 
things of the flesh, as his priorities were primarily 
on only seeking wealth and fame – things of the 

world that do not last! 
Ěsaw had become very powerful over the last 20 

years and had established himself as being a man of 
the world, and as Ya’aqoḇ had left Laḇan’s house, 
we can learn from these events on how Ya’aqoḇ 
would deal with facing the people of the world.



As we come out the ‘church’ system, as 
represented by Laḇan’s house, we recognise that 
there will be people that we will encounter, who 
are very ‘worldly’ and we need to know how to 
deal with them, as many of them may be people 

that we knew in our past, and we need to be able 
to reveal to them that we are different and be 

able to do so, without any form of arrogance and 
pride! 



For Laḇan it was all about the gold and 
possessions, while for Ěsaw it was all about the 

hunt and kill or rather, the control of the masses – 
and both are competing with Ya’aqoḇ, who had 

received the Covenant Promise and protection of 
Elohim!



If both Ěsaw and Laḇan are figurative pictures for 
us, of the church, it may seem as though Ya’aqoḇ 
is a picture of us who have left the institution of 

Christianity, that Laḇan represents, yet will 
encounter meetings with other ‘individuals’, who 
call themselves Christians, along the way of our 

sojourning; individuals who may not be too caught 
up in the ‘institution’ of Christianity, but are only 

looking out for what is in it for them.



In many ways, both of these promote a religion 
that is a very selfish religion, as it promotes only 
that which can be a benefit to self, which is not 
the way that true worshippers of Elohim are to 

walk, as they are to live their lives totally 
surrendered to serving and giving their all unto 

Messiah! 



Gen 32:6  So the messengers returned to Ya‛aqoḇ, 
saying, “We came to your brother Ěsaw, and he 

also is coming to meet you, and four hundred men 
with him.” 

Gen 32:7  And Ya‛aqoḇ was greatly afraid and 
distressed. So he divided the people that were 
with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, 

into two groups,



Verse 6-7
After sending messengers ahead of him, they 

returned to Ya’aqoḇ with a very daunting report!
They reported that Ěsaw was coming to meet 

Ya’aqoḇ and he had 400 men with him.
The Hebrew root word that is used here for ‘meet’ 
is different to the Hebrew root word that is used 

in verse 1.



In verse 1 the Hebrew root word for ‘met/meet’ is 
 paga (paw-gah' )– Strong’s H6293 which ּפָגַע

means, ‘to meet, encounter, reach, approach, 
intercession’ and the Hebrew root word that is 

used for meet, here in verse 6, is ָקָרא qara (kaw-
raw' )– Strong’s H7121 & H7122 which means, 

‘call, proclaim, encounter, befall’ and this word 
can, in a negative way, present the meaning of, 

‘to approach and speak to’, in an often 
challenging or aggressive way.



The report therefore, that had come back, was an 
alarming one for Ya’aqoḇ. 

With his brother coming to meet him with 400 
men, it looked to Ya’aqoḇ as though his brother 

was coming to kill him. 
The number 400, in the Scriptures, is repeatedly 
used on a number of occasions, in regards to the 
numbering of fighting men or armies and so, this 
pending meeting with Ěsaw certainly must have 

gotten Ya’aqoḇ a little worried!



He was unsure whether or not his brother was coming to 
him in peace or in an act of war and so, he divided the 
people into 2 groups, in a militaristic style tactic that 

would prepare for the worst.
The Hebrew root word that is used for ‘fear’ is יֵָרא yare 
(yaw-ray' )– Strong’s H3372 which means, ‘to fear, be 

afraid, reverence, respect’, and the word for 
‘distressed’ is the root word יָצַר yatsar (yaw-tsar’)– 
Strong’s H3334 which can mean, ‘be distressed, 

vexed, cramped, narrow, besiege’ and so we can see 
from this that it felt to Ya’aqoḇ as though he was being 

cramped in and he had no place to turn.



Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you 
feel you are losing your breath, as fear grips you on 
every side, so much so that you become numbed by 

the circumstances that feel as though it had cramped 
you in so tight you do not know where to run?
In Tehillah/Psalm 27:1 Dawiḏ declares such 

confidence in יהוה that could be best expressed as 
follows:

 is my light, and He saves me – now whom should יהוה“
I fear or whom should I stand in awe of or show 
respect and have reverence for?” – the answer is 

obvious – יהוה – our Light and Salvation!!!



Then he asks the second question which in essence 
is saying, “because יהוה is my strong tower and 
refuge for my soul, whom shall I be afraid of or 

who should cause me to be in distress or terror?” – 
Again, the answer is obvious – no one!!!

Romiyim/Romans 8:31 “What then shall we say to 
this? If Elohim is for us, who is against us?”



 is his salvation in regards to everything that יהוה
oppresses him and is the stronghold of his life in 
regards to everything that exposes him to peril!

Just as Dawiḏ can confidently declare this, so too 
should we no matter who or what we face!

Tehillah/Psalm 27:3 “Though an army encamps 
against me, my heart does not fear; though battle 

comes up against me, even then I would be 
trusting.” 



Here we see that Dawiḏ says that no matter what 
comes against him he would not be afraid, and 

even in the toughest battles he would be trusting!
The Hebrew root word that is used for trusting is 
 bataḥ (baw-takh' )– Strong’s H982 which ָּבַטח

carries the meaning, ‘to trust , be bold, 
confident, be secure, courageous’, and it is 

written in the tense that carries the meaning of 
saying, “I will be a truster” – something that he 

would continue to be.



In other words, it is as though he is saying, “my 
trusting will be thing that I am, not just what I do”; 
and I see this as very powerful indeed and to trust in 
 is not just something that we do as an active יהוה

response to a particular circumstance but rather it is 
who we are – we are ‘trusters’ – continually trusting 

 !in all things, aměn יהוה
It is this kind of confident declaration that can dispel 
any fears or worries we may face and the more we 

meditate on the power of these words we cannot help 
but get encouraged by the reality of declaring such 

truths over our lives!



Gen 32:8  and he said, “If Ěsaw comes to the one 
group and strikes it, then the other group which is 

left shall escape.”



Verse 8 
Ya’aqoḇ used the best strategy that he could think 

of as means to try to ward off the threat of an 
attack, and was even willing to sacrifice one 

group!
The Hebrew root word that is translated here as 

‘strikes’ is –נָכָה ‘naḵah’(naw-kaw’) – Strong’s H5221 
which means ‘strike, make physical contact with 

a blow, cause the destruction of an object, 
strike with the mouth of the sword, kill’. 



He was preparing for the worst. 
The Hebrew word that is translated as escape is 

 peletah (pel-ay-taw’)– Strong’s H6413 which ְּפֵליָטה
means, ‘escaped, deliverance, survivors’. 

We see this word ְּפֵליָטה peletah (pel-ay-taw’)– 
Strong’s H6413 being used in: 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 4:2 “In that day the Branch of יהוה 
shall be splendid and esteemed. And the fruit of the 
earth shall be excellent and comely for the escaped 

ones of Yisra’ĕl.” 



Yeshayahu/Isaiah 37:32 “For out of Yerushalayim 
comes forth a remnant, and those who escape 
from Mount Tsiyon – the ardour of יהוה of hosts 

does this.”



What we must recognise, is that no matter the 
imminent threats we may face, on a daily basis, 
we have the assurance of escape, as we find our 

refuge in Messiah, who has gone before us! 
As we consider the words of Yosĕph, to his 

brothers, as a shadow picture of Messiah, in the 
following verse, we can be greatly encouraged in 

the ‘escape’ we have in our Master: 



Berěshith/Genesis 45:7 “And Elohim sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant in the 
earth, and to give life to you by a great escape.” 
While it certainly was not in Ya’aqoḇ’s heart to 

have any of his family killed, we can also 
understand from these two groups, that in the last 
days there will also be, primarily, two groups – one 

that will be struck with the wrath of Elohim and 
the other that shall escape, being delivered by the 

Blood of Messiah. 



Gen 32:9  And Ya‛aqoḇ said, “O Elohim of my 
father Aḇraham and Elohim of my father Yitsḥaq, 
 who said to me, ‘Return to your land and to יהוה

your relatives, and I do good to you,’ 
Gen 32:10  “I do not deserve the least of all the 
loving-commitment and all the truth which You 
have shown Your servant, for I passed over this 

Yarděn with my staff, and now I have become two 
groups.



Gen 32:11  “Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of 
my brother, from the hand of Ěsaw, for I fear him, 
lest he come and shall strike me and the mother 

with the children. 
Gen 32:12  “For You said, ‘I shall certainly do good 

to you, and shall make your seed as the sand of 
the sea, which are too numerous to count.’ ”



Verse 9-12 – Ya’aqoḇ’s prayer for help 
In his opening statement to יהוה, Ya’aqoḇ declares who 
 of His clear instructions that יהוה is and reminds יהוה
He had given to Ya’aqoḇ, commanding Him to return 

to the Promised Land. 
Ya’aqoḇ was leaving the place where Aḇraham had left 

and was returning to the place where his father had 
never left, and in this plea, we see Ya’aqoḇ’s cry to 
 which basically said, “I am yours too, and I will ,יהוה

carry on the covenant – only deliver me please!” 



Tehillah/Psalm 34:4-6 “I sought יהוה, and He 
answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. 

5 They looked to Him and were lightened, and 
their faces were not ashamed. 6 This poor one 

cried out and יהוה heard him, and saved him out of 
all his distresses.”



YEHOVAH is the only one who can deliver from all 
fears and save out of all distresses! And this we 

would do well to remember, for then our diligent 
seeking, in times of distresses and fear, we can find 
comfort in the knowledge that He hears our cries 

and He answers the prayers of His lovingly-
committed ones! 

I am not worthy and I do not deserve the least of 
your loving-commitment that you have shown me!!! 
WOW! How many times have we all felt this – we do 
not deserve the least that He has done for us, never 

remind the rest?



Verse 10:
In Hebrew, the root word translated as ‘loving 

commitment’ is ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ (kheh'-sed )– Strong’s 
H2617 and means, ‘goodness, kindness, deeds of 
devotion, faithfulness’; and the word translated 
as ‘truth’ is אֱֶמת emeth (eh’-meth)– Strong’s H571 
which means, ‘truth, firmness, faithfulness’, and 
this word carries an underlying sense of certainty 

and dependability – and we know that The Word of 
:is truth יהוה



Tehillah/Psalm 119:142 “Your righteousness is 
righteousness forever, and Your Torah is truth.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:151 “You are near, O יהוה, and 
all Your commands are truth.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:160 “The sum of Your word is 
truth, and all Your righteous right-rulings are 

forever.” 



In the ancient pictographic symbols of this word, 
we are given a greater insight in understanding 

how יהושע Messiah is THE TRUTH!
This word – אֱֶמת emeth – Strong’s H571, in the 

ancient script, look like this:

  



Aleph – ֱא

The ancient script has this letter as and is 
pictured as ‘the head of an ox’, and represents 
‘strength’, meaning ‘muscle’ as the ox is the 

strongest of the livestock animals. This also carries 
the meaning of ‘yoke’, as an ox is placed in a yoke 
in order to plough or pull a heavy load in the right 

direction. This can also picture for us the ‘red 
heifer’ sacrifice that יהושע Messiah fulfilled!



Mem – ֶמ
The ancient script has this letter as  and is 

pictured as ‘water’, and also carries the meaning 
of ‘chaos’ (from the storms of the sea) and can 
also picture that which is mighty or massive as 

well as the unknown. We are also able to 
understand this letter as representing the nations, 

for the nations are often likened to the seas in 
Scripture.



Taw – ת

The ancient script has this letter as which is 
pictured as two crossed sticks, and can represent 
for us ‘seal, covenant, mark or sign’; as this once 

again points to the complete work of Messiah in 
the renewal of the Covenant in His Blood that 
brings the two Houses of Yisra’ĕl and Yehuḏah 
together in Him, as One, for He is not only the 

‘aleph’, but is also the ‘taw’ – the beginning and 
the end of all creation!



As we consider these letters in describing Messiah 
as being the TRUTH, we are able to clearly see 
that it is by His strength and might that He has 

passed through the waters in order to secure for 
us His Covenants of Promise! 

Messiah is the Aleph and the Taw – the first and 
the last, who came from above (passing through 

the waters of the heavens and the earth) in order 
to redeem us, in His Blood, according to His Word! 



In the ancient pictographic form, the Hebrew 
word for ‘loving-commitment’ – ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – 

Strong’s H2617 looks like this:

  



Ḥet – ַח

The ancient script has this letter as  which is a 
‘tent wall’, and carries a meaning of ‘separation’, 
as a tent wall separates two halves of the tent; or 
it can also reflect the outside walls that separate 
the people inside from that which is outside and 
so can also symbolise protection and security to 

those inside, while picturing a cutting off of those 
who are outside.



Hence this letter can mean ‘established, secure’ 
as well as ‘cut off, separated from’. 

As a tent wall we are also able to recognise the 
picture of stones being built up to make a 

complete wall, and represents a ‘boundary’, or 
better understood as our ‘boundaries’ in 
recognising the need to walk within the 

boundaries of the Torah and not step outside of 
that which has been prescribed for us! 



Samek – ָס:

The ancient script has this letter pictured as , 
which is a thorn and has the meanings of ‘pierce 
and sharp’ and can also carry the meaning of ‘a 
shield’, as thorn bushes were used by shepherds 
to build a wall to enclose their flock in the night 
against the attack of predators. Another meaning 

would be ‘to grab hold of’ as a thorn is a seed 
that clings to hair and clothing.



The Word of Elohim is sharper than a doubled edged 
sword and when we find that we do not grab hold of 

His word and allow His Word to be our shield of 
faith, we may find ourselves being pierced through 

with sin and compromise! 
Our praise we have for our Master is that in Him we 
are upheld forever, for He is the shield of our Help, 

as He Himself took the crown of thorns upon His 
head, bearing our sin and shame that we may be 

found to be shielded in Him! It can also give a 
meaning of ‘turning’, for it is the thorn that turns us 

away from danger and to that which is secure.



Dalet – ֶּד

The ancient script has this letter as  and is 
pictured as a ‘tent door’. It can also have the 

meaning of a back and forth movement as one goes 
back and forth through a tent door and so speaks 

of an access point. It can also carry the meaning of 
‘dangle’ or hanging as the tent door would hang 
from the roof pole of the tent. It speaks a great 

deal in terms of understanding the door of the tent 
of appointment as the only means of access.



When understanding ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – Strong’s H2617, 
in these ancient pictographic letters, we are able 
to clearly see that the boundaries, for the way in 
which we are to live, have been established and 
the entrance to walking in ֶחֶסד ḥeseḏ – Strong’s 
H2617and אֱֶמת emeth – Strong’s H571 is by our 

coming to the Door – that is, coming to our Master 
and Saviour – יהושע Messiah!



WE AS LIVING STONES ARE TO 
GRAB HOLD OF AND CLING TO 

THE DOOR! 



Tehillah/Psalm 16:2 “I have said to יהוה, “You are 
 ”.I have no good beside You ,יהוה

Without יהוה we have no ‘good’ – in other words – 
without יהוה, Ya’aqoḇ could not function as he 

should or as he was called to, just as Dawiḏ 
expressed in this Tehillah/Psalm 16!!! 

Without the loving-commitment and Truth of Elohim 
we could not do anything and what we are able to 
accomplish in Him, is all because of His Word and 
not because we think we may deserve something!



The Hebrew root word for ‘good’ is טֹוב toḇ (tobe)– 
Strong’s H2896 and carries the meaning, ‘pleasant, 
good, agreeable, beautiful, to be pleasing, done 

well’.
In the true understanding of this word טֹוב toḇ we 

can see that it may best be translated in most 
cases as ‘functional’, for when יהוה said in 

Berěshith/Genesis 1:31 that when He saw all that 
He had made, that He said it was very good.



What He saw was His creation functioning properly 
and working the way it should and this is why it 

was ‘good’. 
Sounds all good – yet as we study further into the 
Hebraic mind-set in regards to this word we get a 

fuller understanding of what טֹוב toḇ means. 
To do that it does help to look at the ancient 
script and get a wider perspective of the true 

meaning of this word. 



In the ancient pictographic script – טֹוב toḇ – 
Strong’s H2896 – is pictured as:

  



Tet – ט:

The original pictograph for this letter is , which 
is pictured as ‘a container/basket made of wicker 

or clay’. Containers were a very important item 
among the nomadic Hebrews.

They were used for storing grains and other items. 
Wicker baskets were used as nets for catching fish. 
The meanings of this letter are ‘basket, contain, 

store and clay’.



Vav – ֹו:

The ancient pictographic from of this letter is , 
which is a picture of ‘a peg or tent peg’, which 
was used for securing or tying the tent or other 
items. The possibility of it having a Y-shape is to 
show that it prevents the rope from slipping off. 
The root meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure 

or hook’.



Beyt – ב:

The ancient script has this letter as , which 
pictures a tent floor plan and means, ‘house’ or 
‘tent’. It represents ‘family’ and the importance 

of those who are inside the tent as opposed to the 
tent structure itself.



From this picture we are able to learn and see 
that:

THE BASKET IS SECURED IN THE HOUSE!
Or, can also be understood as:

WE, AS CLAY VESSELS, ARE MADE SECURE 
THROUGH THE BLOOD OF MESSIAH THAT HOLDS 
FOR US A SECURE COVENANT PROMISE, OF BEING 

MADE COMPLETE IN HIM AND BECOMING THE 
DWELLING PLACE OF THE MOST HIGH

…. where He that is Good – The Potter – may dwell 
with those He has created and called by name!



As we look at these letters, we find a great revelation in 
terms of the Good News (Besorah) or rather ‘טֹוב toḇ News’! 
The way we, as ‘clay vessels’, are secured into the House of 

Elohim, is by being secured by the peg! 
Listen to what it says in: 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 22:22-24 “And I shall place the key of the 
house of Dawiḏ on his shoulder. And he shall open, and no 

one shuts; and shall shut, and no one opens. 23 ‘And I shall 
fasten him like a peg in a steadfast place, and he shall 

become a throne of esteem to his father’s house. 24 ‘And 
they shall hang on him all the weight of his father’s house, 

the offspring and the offshoots, all vessels of small quantity, 
from the cups to all the jars.”



We know that this is a great picture of how, 
through יהושע Messiah, we are fastened in a 

steadfast place! 
Ezra 9:8 “But now, for a short while, favour has 
been shown from יהוה our Elohim, to leave us a 

remnant to escape, and to give us a peg in His set-
apart place, that our Elohim might enlighten our 
eyes and give us a little reviving in our bondage.” 



This again is a wonderful promise given amidst a 
time of bondage due – that a peg is given in His 
set-apart place – a great picture of the loving-
commitment and compassion יהוה has for His 

called-out nation, that while the ‘House of Elohim’ 
had been neglected and broken down, He would 

bring the necessary means to ‘secure’ His 
covenanted people to His House, that he builds by 

His design!



It is through the work of Messiah, who has become 
the very ‘peg’ that secures us and adds us, the 

clay vessels, to His House! 
The Word of Elohim made flesh – The Living Torah, 
 Messiah came and secured for us the ability יהושע
to be made into the House that Elohim shall dwell 

in forever! 



His House/Dwelling Place is built by His design and 
His plan and so when we see how that we are the 

‘Dwelling Place’ of the Most-High, then we are 
able to get a clearer understanding that we are 

built up according to His plans as instructed in His 
Torah that was given through Mosheh and revealed 

in the life, death and resurrection of Messiah. 



Just as the Tabernacle in the Wilderness had to be 
built exactly according to the pattern shown to 
Mosheh on the mountain of the true heavenly 

Tabernacle, so too do we need to recognise that 
the only way we can be built up into being the 

True Dwelling Place of Elohim is through carefully 
following His instructions as we walk in and stay in 

Messiah – The Living Torah.



When something is working properly, we might say 
today something like, ‘working like a well-oiled 

machine’, when speaking of that which is 
functioning the way it should and the way it was 

designed to. 
So טֹוב toḇ – Strong’s H2896, in the true sense of 
the word, expresses the idea that something is 

‘good’ when it is fulfilling the action for which a 
person or thing is specifically fitted or used, or for 

which something exists. 


