
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Genesis 32:4-36:43 
Haftarah: Obadiah 1:1-21 

#8 Vayishlah (וַּיְִׁשַלח) 
— Hebrew for “and he 

sent,”



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Jacob returns to the Holy Land after a 20-year stay 
in Charan, and sends angel-emissaries to Esau in 

hope of a reconciliation, but his messengers report 
that his brother is on the warpath with 400 armed 

men. Jacob prepares for war, prays, and 
sends Esau a large gift (consisting of hundreds of 

heads of livestock) to appease him.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

That night, Jacob ferries his family and possessions 
across the Jabbok River; he, however, remains 

behind and encounters the angel that 
embodies the spirit of Esau, with whom he 

wrestles until daybreak. Jacob suffers a dislocated 
hip but vanquishes the supernal creature, who 

bestows on him the name Israel, which means “he 
who prevails over the divine.”



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Jacob and Esau meet, embrace and kiss, but part 
ways. Jacob purchases a plot of land 

near Shechem, whose crown prince—also 
called Shechem—abducts and rapes Jacob’s 

daughter Dinah. Dinah’s brothers Simeon and 
Levi avenge the deed by killing all male inhabitants 

of the city, after rendering them vulnerable by 
convincing them to circumcise themselves.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Jacob journeys on. Rachel dies while giving birth 
to her second son, Benjamin, and is buried in a 

roadside grave near Bethlehem. Reuben loses the 
birthright because he interferes with his father’s 

marital life. Jacob arrives in Hebron, to his 
father Isaac, who later dies at age 180. 

(Rebecca has passed away before Jacob’s arrival.)



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Our Parshah concludes with a detailed account of 
Esau’s wives, children and grandchildren; the 

family histories of the people of Seir, among whom 
Esau settled; and a list of the eight kings who 

ruled Edom, the land of Esau’s and Seir’s 
descendants.



When something is working properly, we might say 
today something like, ‘working like a well-oiled 

machine’, when speaking of that which is 
functioning the way it should and the way it was 

designed to. 
So טֹוב toḇ – Strong’s H2896, in the true sense of 
the word, expresses the idea that something is 

‘good’ when it is fulfilling the action for which a 
person or thing is specifically fitted or used, or for 

which something exists. 



In other words, it refers to something that 
functions within its intended purpose! 

The opposite of טֹוב toḇ (good) is evil which is 
Hebrew is ַרע ra – Strong’s H7451 meaning, ‘bad, 

evil, wicked, harmful’.  
The tree of knowledge in the garden was of טֹוב 

toḇ (good) and ַרע ra (evil)! 



Just as we understand that טֹוב toḇ represents that 
which is ‘functional’, we can then see that ַרע ra 
represents that which is ‘dysfunctional’, which 

simply put speaks of that which reveals and 
abnormal and unhealthy lifestyle that is not 

functioning as it should. 
We may often think something is good, yet if it is 

not ‘functional’ according to the plumb line of the 
Torah of יהוה, then we had best be careful to 

consider our steps! 



Ya’aqoḇ went to Laḇan with only his staff and now, 
after 20 years, he had amassed to being two 

groups of people with plenty herds and flock – and 
he accredits this to יהוה, and in this moment of 
great distress, he acknowledges that he did not 

have what he had because he deserved any of it, 
but because יהוה extended His loving-commitment 

to him, based on His Covenant Promises! 



We too must learn from these words, as we see 
many people today who think that they ‘deserve’ 
to be blessed and assume a ‘name it and claim it’ 
false prosperity understanding, and have little or 

no regard for the true fact that all we have, is as a 
result of יהוה’s loving-commitment toward His 

Covenants and we can be immensely thankful that 
He hears our cries when we call upon Him.



We have no right to demand anything of Elohim, 
but rather, with thanksgiving, we can present our 
requests and petitions to Him – thanksgiving for 

His steadfast Loving-commitment to His Covenants 
made with Aḇraham, Yitsḥaq and Ya’aqoḇ and 

renewed in the Blood of Messiah forever!



Timotiyos Aleph/1 Timothy 1:12-15 “And I thank 
Messiah יהושע our Master who empowered me, 

because He counted me trustworthy, putting me into 
service, 13 me, although I was formerly a blasphemer, 
and a persecutor, and an insulter. But compassion was 
shown me because being ignorant I did it in unbelief. 

14 And the favour of our Master was exceedingly 
increased, with belief and love which are in Messiah 

       .יהושע
15 Trustworthy is the word and worthy of all 

acceptance, that Messiah יהושע came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom I am foremost.”



Luqas/Luke 17:10 “So also you, when you have 
done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants, we have done what was our 

duty to do.’” 
Ya’aqoḇ reminds יהוה of His words, not because יהוה 

needs reminding but because we do, and faith 
comes by hearing His Word and יהוה delights in the 
fact that we can speak his Truth back to Him – it 
shows that we are in fact hearing, guarding and 

doing His commands! 



Here we see how Ya’aqoḇ had held fast to the 
Word for 20 years and had not forgotten the 
Covenant promises – how many people today 
cannot even remember what His Word says a 

month or a year later!!! We must hold on to His 
sure Word and not forget it! 



Ya’aqoḇ asks יהוה to ‘deliver’ him from his brother’s 
hand, and the Hebrew root word that is translated 
as ‘deliver’ is נָצַל natsal (naw-tsal’)– Strong’s H5337 

meaning, ‘to strip, plunder, deliver oneself, be 
delivered, snatch away, deliver, recover, escape’.
We see this word being used again in verse 30, 
where we see Ya’aqoḇ says that he had seen the 

face of יהוה and his life was ‘preserved’!



Gen 32:13  And he spent the night there, and took 
what came to his hand as a present for Ěsaw his 

brother – 
Gen 32:14  two hundred female goats and twenty 
male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 

Gen 32:15  thirty suckling-camels with their colts, 
forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys 

and ten foals.



Gen 32:16  And he gave into the hand of his 
servants, every drove by itself, and said to his 
servants, “Pass over before me, and put some 

distance between drove and drove.” 
Gen 32:17  And he commanded the first one, 

saying, “When Ěsaw my brother meets you and 
asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you belong, and 

where are you going? And whose are these in front 
of you?’



Gen 32:18  then you shall say, ‘They are your 
servant Ya‛aqoḇ’s. It is a present sent to my 

master Ěsaw. And see, he also is behind us.’ ” 
Gen 32:19  So he commanded the second, and the 

third, and all who followed the droves, saying, 
“Speak to Ěsaw this same word when you find him,



Gen 32:20  and you shall say, ‘Also look, your 
servant Ya‛aqoḇ is behind us.’ ” For he said, “Let 

me appease him with the present that goes before 
me, and after that see his face. He might accept 

me.” 
Gen 32:21  And the present passed over before 

him, but he himself spent the night in the camp. 



Verse 13-21 
Ya’aqoḇ gave, as a present for his brother, 580 
animals!!! 200 female goats and 20 male goats; 
200 ewes and 20 rams; 30 nursing camels with 

their colts (30); 40 cows and 10 bulls; 20 female 
donkeys and 10 male donkeys! 

This was a huge present – how much did Ya’aqoḇ 
have! 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 18:16 “A man’s gift makes room 
for him, and brings him before great men.”



There was certainly a strategy behind this, as he 
had obviously spent the night thinking what he 

could give his brother to appease him and he used 
great discretion and insight into knowing what 
would capture Ěsaw’s favour, who was a man of 

the field and would have loved the large increase 
in flocks, despite his later reluctance to receive 

the gift, which was only a show as he quickly took 
at after a little persuasion! 



Each drove would be a wave after wave of presents 
for Ěsaw – and this was certainly a tactic to soften 

his heart. 
In verse 20 we see Ya’aqoḇ’s motives behind the 

gifts as he says that he wanted to ‘appease’ Ěsaw 
with the presents. 

What is interesting to note is that the word for 
‘appease’ here is from the root word ּכָפַר 

‘kaphar’ (kaw-far' )– Strong’s H3722 which means: 
‘to cover over, pacify, make propitiation, atone’. 



As a noun it can also carry the meaning of ‘a 
ransom’, ‘gift’, or ‘to secure favour’.

It literally means to ‘cover over’ or ‘smear with 
pitch’ as in the sealing of a ship.

Therefore ‘kaphar’ or atonement means to cover 
that which is bare or naked or shamed, and also 
means to ‘smear the ship so that your ship will 

not sink and drown all those aboard’! 
The Hebrew word for atonement, which is derived 
from this word, is ּכִֻּפר ‘kippur’(kip-poor')- Strong’s 

H3725.



This word ּכָפַר ‘kaphar’ is used in reference to the 
atonement offerings in the temple, and we know 
that the atonement offerings of bulls and goats 
did not remove sin, but only covered them, that 

would bring the winner closure for his guilt and by 
a definite act of confession would put him in a 

place to receive forgiveness. Here in an attempt 
to cover over his wrong with Ěsaw, Ya’aqoḇ sought 
to appease him with these animals with the hope 

that there would be a closure for his guilt.



Little did Ya’aqoḇ know that it was יהוה who had 
chosen to remove the birthright from Ěsaw and give it 

to Ya’aqoḇ! 
He did not do wrong yet did not want to fight with his 
brother and we too must learn that we must do our 
utmost to seek true shalom with our brothers, who 
are still in the world – who knows they may respond 

to the True light and accept Messiah; and we 
recognise that we do not need to make atonement for 

or try to appease any other man – for we who have 
been immersed in Messiah have been ‘covered’ – 

Atoned for by His Blood!!!



The Hebrew word ֹּכפֶר Kopher(ko’-fer)– Strong’s 
H3724 means, ‘pitch (as a covering)’ and also 
carries the meaning of ‘the price of a life’ and 

this word is also the name of the henna plant, as 
used in: 

Shir HaShirim/Song of Songs 1:14 “My beloved is to 
me a cluster of henna blooms in the vineyards of 

Ěn Geḏi.” 



Kaphar’ also means to ransom – and so we know 
that יהושע has paid our ransom and atoned for us.
It also means to reconcile with someone who has 
the power of death over you, and to pacify the 

one who has the power to do you harm!
We must realise that the punishment for sin is 

death, and no sin goes unpunished.



Through the Atonement of יהושע for our sins, we 
are reconciled to the One who has the power to 

put us to death!
The word used here for ‘present’ is ִמנְָחה 

minḥah(min-khaw’) – Strong’s H4503 and means, ‘a 
gift, tribute, meal offering, present’.



The grain offering in the Hebrew is known as ִמנְָחה 
minḥah and there is no blood in this offering and 
therefore does not represent atonement for sin, 

however it does still represent the one bringing it 
and is symbolic of the work of our hands, as it is 

prepared by the one bringing the offering. 
Once we accept the atoning work of Messiah, we 
must not stop there, but must rather continue 
daily in bringing Him our all as we recognise 
clearly that what we do daily does count. 



How we react under the most intense times will 
define our true character, and whether or not we will 
allow His Word to shape our character, as the battles 
and struggles that we face in life will reveal just how 

committed we are to walking in the Truth or not! 
As Ya’aqoḇ wrestled that night, we can understand 
that he certainly would have wrestled with many 

insecurities, and would have wrestled with how much 
of the ‘world’, as influenced by Laḇan and Ěsaw, was 
still in him – was he really emptied of self so that he 

could lead a nation and walk in the Covenants of 
promise?


