Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes

#11 Vayigash ()וַיִּגּ ַשׁ
— Hebrew for “and he drew
near”
Torah: Genesis 44:18-47:27
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28

Here, we are able to also see a picture of the sure
promise of Messiah, who has become the pledge of
our inheritance and has given us His Spirit as
pledge!
The Hebrew root verb  ﬠ ָרַ בaraḇ (aw-rab' )– Strong’s
H6148 expresses an action of the part on the one
doing the action, and from this verb, we get the
noun derivative  ﬠ ֵרָ בוֹןeraḇon (ar-aw-bone’)–
Strong’s H6162 which simply means, ‘a pledge’.

We are able to see from this, the powerful ‘pledge’
that we have been given in Messiah, through His
action of love, in giving of Himself for us, and giving
us His Set-Apart Spirit:
Eph’siyim/Ephesians 1:12-14 “for us to be the praise
of His esteem – those having first trusted in Messiah,
13 in whom you also, having heard the word of the
truth, the Good News of your deliverance, in whom
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Setapart Spirit of promise, 14 who is the pledge of our
inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His esteem.”

Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 5:5 “Now He who
has prepared us for this same purpose is Elohim,
who has given us the Spirit as a pledge of what is
to come.”

In the above verses, we are able to see from the
Greek this guarantee we have been given, as the
Greek word translated as ‘pledge’ is ἀρραβών
arrabōn(ar-hrab-ohn’) – Strong’s G728 which means,
‘an earnest (part payment in advance for security),
pledge’ and this Greek word is of Hebrew origin –
from the Hebrew word  ﬠ ֵרָ בוֹןeraḇon(ar-aw-bone’)
– Strong’s H6162, as mentioned above!
In many ways we are able to see the shadow picture
of how the pledge of our inheritance is revealed in
the life of Messiah!

Yehuḏah(yeh-hoo-daw’) –  – י ְהוּדָהStrong’s H3063
means, ‘praised’, and Binyamin(bin-yaw-mene’)
 – בִּנ ְיָמִיןStrong’s H1144 means, ‘son of the right
hand’.
Messiah came forth from the tribe of Yehuḏah and
we know that He is ‘The Son of the right hand’,
the last born, who is first and is to be praised!
This assurance given here for Binyamin pictures
for us the full assurance we have in Messiah!

In verse 33, Yehuḏah pleads with Yosĕph to let
him, Yosĕph’s servant, remain instead of Binyamin,
as a ‘slave’!
As mentioned, the word used here for ‘servant’
and ‘slave’ is the same Hebrew word ﬠֶבֶד
eḇeḏ(eh’-bed) – Strong’s H5650 which means,
‘servant, slave, bondservant’.
When we look at the LXX (Septuagint – Greek
translation of the Tanak), we see two different
Greek words used here.

The Greek word that is used for the first Hebrew word
that is translated as ‘servant’ is παῖς pais(paheece) –
Strong’s G3816 which means, ‘boy, child, servant,
slave’, while the second Greek word which we have
for the Hebrew word that is translated as ‘slave’ is
οἰκέτης oiketēs(oy-ket’-ace) – Strong’s G3610 which
means, ‘a house servant’ which comes from the word
οἰκέω oikeō(oy-keh’-o) – Strong’s G3611 which means,
‘to inhabit, to dwell’, which comes from the word
οἶκος oikos(oy’-kos) – Strong’s G3624 which means, ‘a
house, dwelling, descendants, family’.

Yehuḏah was basically telling Yosĕph that he would
not only be his servant but that he would be his
household servant – that is, personally belonging
to Yosĕph forever!
The word play, in both the Greek and Hebrew
here, help us understand our position in the body
of Messiah, and how we by the Blood of Messiah
have become a part of the household (οἶκος oikos)
of Elohim:

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 2:19 “So then you are no
longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens
with the set-apart ones and members of the
household of Elohim”

We also recognise that we who are in Messiah are
now ‘servants’ (οἰκέτης oiketēs) of our Master
 יהושעMessiah, and we are not able to serve
another master!
Luqas/Luke 16:13 “No servant is able to serve two
masters, for either he shall hate the one and love
the other, or else he shall cling to the one and
despise the other. You are not able to serve Elohim
and mammon.”

Yehuḏah was ‘laying down his life’ in order to
serve his new ‘master’ and we recognise the words
of Kěpha in:
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:18 “Servants, be subject to
your masters with all fear, not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the crooked ones.”

What is the Hebrew mind-set with the concept of
servant and servanthood? Let us take a brief look:
Wayyiqra/Leviticus 25:55 “Because the children of
Yisra’ĕl are servants to Me, they are My servants
whom I brought out of the land of Mitsrayim. I am
(יהוהYeHoVah) your Elohim.”

The Hebrew root word that is used here for
‘servants’ is  ﬠֶבֶדeḇeḏ(eh’-bed) – Strong’s H5650,
and in the LXX (Septuagint) we see both Greek
words used here – οἰκέτης oiketēs(oy-ket’-ace)
– Strong’s G3610 and παῖς pais(paheece)
– Strong’s G3816

As we surrender our lives completely to the
service of our Master, we are able to be part of a
functional body that is making herself ready for
the return of her Master and Husband, which he no
longer calls servants but friends, as we guard His
commands and love one another, being ready to
lay down our lives for each other:

Yoḥanan/John 15:12-15 “This is My command, that
you love one another, as I have loved you. 13 “No
one has greater love than this: that one should lay
down his life for his friends. 14 “You are My
friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 “No
longer do I call you servants, for a servant does
not know what his master is doing. But I have
called you friends, for all teachings which I heard
from My Father I have made known to you.”

CHAPTER 45 – HE’S ALIVE!
This chapter contains a great shadow picture of
the revelation of our Master, who is alive!!!!
Yosĕph, in being unable to contain himself any
longer, and unable to hold back his true identity
from his brothers, reveals himself and Yisra’ĕl, his
father, is filled with great joy.

Ḥazon/Revelation 1:17-18 “And when I saw Him,
I fell at His feet as dead, and He placed His right
hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid, I am the
First and the Last, 18 and the living One. And I
became dead, and see, I am living forever and
ever. Aměn. And I possess the keys of She’ol and
of Death.”

Gen 45:1 And Yosěph was unable to restrain
himself before all those who stood by him, and he
called out, “Have everyone go out from me!” So
no one stood with him while Yosěph made himself
known to his brothers.

Verse 1
Yosĕph had now seen the pure intentions of the
hearts of his brothers as expressed through
Yehuḏah and how they had clearly shown a true
repentance for what they had done, and Yosĕph
could no longer restrain himself from revealing to
them his true identity.

The Hebrew root word that is used here for
‘restrain’ is  אָפַקaphaq(aw-fak’) – Strong’s H662
which means, ‘to hold, be strong, controlled,
restrain’ and this is written in the hithpael form
which expresses a reflexive action showing us that
he could no longer force himself or control himself
from hiding his identity.

Yosĕph then commanded that everyone who stood
by him to go out of the room, so that he had no
Mitsrians with him while he made himself known
to his brothers!
This was a clear command given to everyone other
than his brothers, and may have even been given
in the Mitsrian language, as we see that his
brothers remained.

All those who were ‘stationed’ by Yosĕph and were
on duty in his house, were commanded to leave!
Here we see a powerful picture of how those who
are not of the House of Elohim will be sent out,
and only those who are of Messiah will be able and
allowed to stand and stay in Him!

The term ‘go out’ is translated from the Hebrew
root word  יָצ ָאyatsa(yaw-tsaw’) – Strong’s H3318
and means, ‘to go or come out, depart’, and it is
written in the ‘hiphil active tense’, which
expressive a causative action; and we can see that
Yosĕph’s response to not being able to conceal his
hidden identity from his brothers any longer,
caused him to command all but his brothers to
leave.

His brothers may have, at this stage, been a little
afraid at what was happening, as this ruler of
Mitsrayim had commanded all his servants to leave
the room, leaving them all alone with this
governor who had been accusing them of being
spies and thieves.
Yet what was about to unfold was a great reunion
and a restoration of family, through forgiveness
and reconciliation!

Gen 45:2 And he wept aloud, and the Mitsrites
and the house of Pharaoh heard it.
Gen 45:3 And Yosěph said to his brothers, “I am
Yosěph, is my father still alive?” But his brothers
were unable to answer him, for they trembled
before him.

Gen 45:4 Then Yosěph said to his brothers,
“Please come near to me.” And when they came
near, he said, “I am Yosěph your brother, whom
you sold into Mitsrayim.
Gen 45:5 “And now, do not be grieved nor
displeased with yourselves because you sold me
here, for Elohim sent me before you to preserve
life.
Gen 45:6 “For two years now the scarcity of food
has been in the land, and there are still five years
in which there is neither ploughing nor harvesting.

Gen 45:7 “And Elohim sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to
give life to you by a great escape.
Gen 45:8 “So then, you did not send me here, but
Elohim. And He has set me for a father to Pharaoh,
and master of all his house, and a ruler throughout
all the land of Mitsrayim.

Verse 2-8
Yosĕph wept so loud that the Mitsrites and the rest
of his house as well as Pharaoh heard it.
There was no one with Yosĕph when he made
himself known to his brothers.  יהושעMessiah, as
shadow pictured by Yosĕph, also revealed himself
to his brothers alone.

As  יהושעapproached Yerushalayim and saw the
city, He wept over it and said:
Luqas/Luke 19:41-42 “‘And as He came near, He
saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you
only knew even today, the matters for your peace!
But now they are hidden from your eyes.”

After His resurrection,  יהושעMessiah revealed
Himself to His taught ones, behind closed doors:
Yoḥanan/John 20:19 “When therefore it was evening
on that day, the first day of the week, and when the
doors were shut where the taught ones met, for fear
of the Yehuḏim,  יהושעcame and stood in the midst,
and said to them, “Peace to you.”

Yosĕph now reveals himself to his brothers and
they were speechless!
This may have been the first Hebrew words that
they had heard Yosĕph speak, all the time that
they had stood before him, in his role as governor
of Mitsrayim.
He was no longer speaking through an interpreter
but was speaking plainly to them in their Hebrew
tongue.

This must have been an intense emotional moment
for all, as his brothers must have been taken back
to the terrible events of them throwing him into a
pit and selling him to strangers; and then they
may have been reminded of the dreams he had
related to them – and all this had left them
speechless and unable to answer him back!

Yosĕph’s brothers were afraid, and may have felt
that he was about to take revenge on them for
what they had done to him, yet Yosĕph comforts
them and tells them to not fear, nor be displeased
with their actions and what they had done
because what they had intended to do as harm
(יהוהYeHoVah) had worked it for their good!

When the taught ones of Messiah saw Him walking
on water and coming near to their boat, they too
were afraid and thought it was a ghost, yet he
reassured them that it was He and told them to
take courage:

Mattithyahu/Matthew 14:26-27 “And when the
taught ones saw Him walking on the sea, they
were troubled, saying, “It is a phantom!” And from
fear they cried. 27 But immediately  יהושעspoke to
them, saying, “Take courage, it is I, do not be
afraid.”

Yosĕph’s brothers may have thought that they
were seeing a ghost, and Yosĕph reassures them
that it was he, and while they had driven him
away, we see here, in verse 4, that he tells them
to come near to him and he again reaffirms his
identity to them.
Calling them closer to him would give them an
opportunity to ‘inspect’ him a little more closely
and check to see if it was in fact their long lost
and assumed to be dead brother!

As I consider these events I am reminded of when
T’oma ‘inspected’ Messiah and saw the place where
the nails were driven into Messiah’s hands and he
touched the side of Messiah where he was pierced:

Yoḥanan/John 20:26-28 “And after eight days His
taught ones were again inside, and T’oma with
them.  יהושעcame, the doors having been shut,
and He stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to
you!” 27 Then He said to T’oma, “Bring your finger
here, and see My hands. And bring your hand and
put it into My side – and do not be unbelieving, but
believing.” 28 And T’oma answered and said to
Him, “My Master and my Elohim!”

T’oma made a very bold confession as he clearly
recognized who Messiah is, and he said ‘My Master
and My Elohim’ – T’oma’s eyes had been opened
because he physically saw our Master and Elohim,
yet blessed are those who have not seen and
believe; and these events are given to us to
confirm our faith!

Another point worth noting, in all of these
accounts, is how the true revelation of the identity
of Messiah is given to those to whom He speaks
plainly to!
Just as Yosĕph’s brothers had it revealed to them
while all ‘outsiders’ to the Covenants were sent
away, so too do we recognise how Messiah revealed
Himself to His taught ones alone.
He also told them that to those ‘outside’ He spoke
in parables but to His taught ones He spoke plainly.

This is a very important lesson for us to
understand, as we recognise that they true identity
of who Messiah is, is given to those who follow Him
and walk in Him by guarding His commands – for
then the Word is made plain to us and we are able
to recognise the true identity of the One who was
pierced for us and while our actions and sin had
caused Him to die for us, He has worked it out for
our good, as we recognise that our Master and
Elohim Himself has taken our punishment in order
that we can be made whole in Him!

In one sense, Yosĕph’s brothers were standing and
looking at a resurrected life of their lost brother.
When Yosĕph called his brothers to come near to
him, we are able to see a shadow picture of how
we have been brought near to the Covenants of
Promise by the Blood of Messiah – having been
brought near to that which we were once far from
and without any hope!

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 2:11-13 “Therefore remember
that you, once nations in the flesh, who are called
‘the circumcision’ by what is called ‘the
circumcision’ made in the flesh by hands, 12 that
at that time you were without Messiah, excluded
from the citizenship of Yisra’ĕl and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no expectation
and without Elohim in the world. 13 But now in
Messiah  יהושעyou who once were far off have
been brought near by the blood of the Messiah.”

Yosĕph announcing his identity must have greatly
shocked his brothers who may have expected the
worst, yet here in this chapter we see a clear theme
of forgiveness, from which we can learn some great
lessons of our need to be a forgiving people as
Messiah forgave us!
It had been 22 years since Yosĕph had been sold by
his brothers and left abandoned to being enslaved
by the world, and by the standards of most people
today, that would almost seem to be something that
could not be forgiven.

Yosĕph shows us otherwise – his weeping aloud
represented his deep anguish and sorrow he had
had for not having seen his family for so long and
now he was in the position of delivering them from
suffering the results of a famine that had hit the
whole world!
The anguish that Yosĕph displayed here with tears
is a shadow picture of Messiah, who suffered
anguish in gethsemane and sweat blood, before
giving Himself up for our deliverance.

In verse 5 when Yosĕph said that Elohim had sent
him before his brothers in order to preserve life,
he was in many ways declaring the wondrous
works of יהוה, and that all that he had been
through – from slavery to rulership – was all of
Elohim, so that the great deliverance and wonder
of Elohim could be revealed and proclaimed
through the life of Yosĕph!

Yosĕph had revealed himself to his brothers after 2
years of famine had been over the land and there
was still another 5 years left, and he reassures
them that while there would still be 5 more years
of no ploughing or harvesting, they would be
preserved and their lives would not be in danger!
He had been sent by Elohim in order to preserve a
remnant and give them a great escape:

The Hebrew word that is translated as escape
comes from the root word  פְּלֵיטָהpeletah
(pel-ay-taw’) – Strong’s H6413 meaning, ‘escaped,
deliverance, survivors’.
We see this word used in:

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 4:2 “In that day the Branch of
(יהוהYeHoVah) shall be splendid and esteemed. And
the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and
comely for the escaped ones of Yisra’ĕl.”
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 37:32 “For out of Yerushalayim
comes forth a remnant, and those who escape
from Mount Tsiyon – the ardour of (יהוהYeHoVah) of
hosts does this.”

What we must recognise is that no matter the
imminent threats we may face on a daily basis, we
have the assurance of escape as we find our
refuge in Messiah who has gone before us! As we
consider the words of Yosĕph to his brothers as a
shadow picture of Messiah in:
Berěshith/Genesis 45:7 “And Elohim sent me
before you to preserve for you a remnant in the
earth, and to give life to you by a great escape.”

While it certainly was not in Ya’aqoḇ’s heart to
have any of his family killed, we can also
understand from these two groups, that in the last
days there will also be primarily two groups – one
that will be struck with the wrath of Elohim and
the other that shall escape, being delivered by the
Blood of Messiah.

Verse 8
Yosĕph tells his brothers that while they may have
reckoned that their actions against their brother
was coming back to bite them, and how they had
now acknowledged that what they did was wrong –
Yosĕph tells them that it was not them who had sent
him to Mitsrayim, but rather it was Elohim who had
done so – for their good!
This is a great shadow picture of how Messiah tells
us that we did not choose Him, but that He chose us
– so that we bear much fruit:

Yoḥanan/John 15:16 “You did not choose Me, but I chose
you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit,
and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you
ask the Father in My Name He might give you.”
Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 4:9-11 “By this the love of Elohim
was manifested in us, that Elohim has sent His only
brought-forth Son into the world, in order that we might
live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved
Elohim, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be an
atoning offering for our sins. 11 Beloved ones, if Elohim
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

Gen 45:9 “Hurry and go up to my father, and say
to him, ‘Thus says your son Yosěph, “Elohim has
made me master of all Mitsrayim. Come down to
me, do not delay.

Verse 9
Hurry and go! Yosĕph then instructed his brothers
to waste no time in going to tell their father that
he was alive – this was good news and there was
no time to waste! This is a clear lesson for us in
our need to be urgent in proclaiming the Besorah
of Messiah!
We have a responsibility to be ‘in haste’ of living
set-apart lives and walking in complete reverence
of Messiah!

The Hebrew root word that is used here for ‘hurry’
is מהַר
ָ mahar(maw-har’) – Strong’s H4116 which
means, ‘to hasten, act quickly, prepare, make
speed’, and what we are to recognise is that while
many wicked are in a hurry to shed blood and
practice evil, we must be in a hurry, so to speak,
to do good. To be in a hurry to do something
speaks of the urgency with which one does that
which they desire to do without losing any time.

The Greek word that is used here in the LXX
(Septuagint – Greek translation of the Tanak) is
σπεύδω speudō(spyoo’-do) – Strong’s G4692 which
means, ‘to hasten, urge on, hurrying’, and we see
this Greek word used in:

Kěpha Bět/2 Peter 3:11-12 “Seeing all these are to
be destroyed in this way, what kind of people
ought you to be in set-apart behaviour and
reverence, 12 looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of Elohim, through which the
heavens shall be destroyed, being set on fire, and
the elements melt with intense heat!”

Gen 45:10 “And you shall dwell in the land of
Goshen, and be near to me, you and your children,
your children’s children, your flocks and your
herds, and all that you have.
Gen 45:11 “And I shall provide for you there, lest
you and your household, and all that you have,
come to poverty, because five years of scarcity of
food are still to come.”

Verse 10-11
Yosĕph told his brothers that they would get to live
in the land of Goshen and be near to him and be
taken care of, having sufficiency during the next 5
years of famine.
Goshen was a pastoral region of ancient Mitsrayim
on the eastern delta of the Nile River, where rich
black soil had been deposited by the river.
There Yosĕph’s family was isolated from most of the
Mitsrians, and had little daily contact with them.

The name/place of  גּשֶׁןGoshen(go’-shen)
– Strong’s H1657 means, ‘drawing near’ and carries
a great significant shadow picture for us today, as
we who are coming out of Mitsrayim amidst a
severe ‘famine for the Word’ are too having a
place of being able to draw near to Elohim as we
await His soon return.

All over the world  יהוהis providing ‘Goshens’ for His
people through many small fellowships or gathering
places for His body to keep His Sabbaths and feasts
and faithfully draw near to Him in obedience to His
clear commands that are being restored to a
remnant faithful!
Goshen bordered a city called  אוֹןOn(one)
– Strong’s H204 which was a city in Mitsrayim and
was the centre of sun-worship, where Poti-Pherah
lived – he was a priest of On and was the father-inlaw of Yosĕph.

This is vital for us to understand as we sojourn
here in the world and being urgent in proclaiming
the Besorah of messiah and living set-apart lives!
We are in close proximity, on a daily basis, to the
real influence of sun-worship; and we must guard
ourselves continually against the influence of the
confusion of man-made theologies and traditions
that have twisted the Truth.

We do this by not neglecting the gathering of the
set-apart ones and make sure that we guard to
keep the Sabbath each week with our fellow
believers in Messiah, at the place which  יהוהhas
provided for us (Goshen), and hold fast to the need
to be drawing near to Elohim as a body together!
The wicked and worthless will often take
advantage of the confused systems of the world
that feed the flesh – that is those who are still
caught up in ‘Baḇelon’ so to speak!

Baḇelon, in Hebrew, is the word בּבֶל
ָ Baḇel
(baw-bel’)– Strong’s H894, which was the name of
the site where  יהוהconfused the language of all
the earth, and it comes from the verb בּלַל
ָ
balal(baw-lal’) – Strong’s H1101 meaning, ‘to
mingle, mix, confuse, confound’ and so בּבֶל
ָ Baḇel
can best be understood as meaning, ‘confusion (by
mixing)’.

Confusion certainly does arise when the True and
pure Word is mixed with man-made doctrines,
dogmas, theologies and traditions that aspire to
build for themselves a ‘tower’ of selfidentification!
The word  אוֹןOn(one) – Strong’s H204 was the
name of a city in Mitsrayim which bordered
Goshen and was the centre of sun-worship, where
Poti-Pherah lived, who was a priest of On and was
the father-in-law of Yosĕph.

Now, when we hear the term Baḇelon – from the
words Baḇel and On – we are further able to
understand the concept of the need for so many to
come out of the lies and confusion of sun-worship,
which many are being led astray into submitting to
under the influence of the sons of Beliya’al who
are teaching as teachings the commands of men!

During the plagues that were poured out on
Mitsrayim, Goshen was protected and separated as
a land for Yisra’ĕl, in order that they would know
that  יהוהwas in the land:
Shemoth/Exodus 8:22 “And in that day I shall
separate the land of Goshen, in which My people
dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, so that
you know that I am  יהוהin the midst of the land.”

