
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Deuteronomy 7:12 – 11:25 
Haftarah: Isaiah 49:14-51:3 

#46 Eikev, (עֵֶקב) — Hebrew for 
“if [you follow],



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

The BLESSING and LIFE ETERNAL is a natural 
CAUSE and EFFECT when living in harmony with 

Torah!



Deu 7:12  “And it shall be, because you hear these 
right-rulings, and shall guard and do them, that 
 your Elohim shall guard with you the covenant יהוה

and the loving-commitment which He swore to 
your fathers, 

Deu 7:13  and shall love you and bless you and 
increase you, and shall bless the fruit of your 

womb and the fruit of your land, your grain and 
your new wine and your oil, the increase of your 
cattle and the offspring of your flock, in the land 

of which He swore to your fathers to give you.

verseid:5.7.12
verseid:5.7.13


Deu 7:14  “Blessed are you above all peoples – 
there is not going to be a barren man or a barren 

woman among you or among your livestock. 
Deu 7:15  “And יהוה shall turn away from you all 
sickness and put on you none of the evil diseases 
of Mitsrayim which you have known, but He shall 

put them on all those who hate you. 
Deu 7:16  “And you shall consume all the peoples 
whom יהוה your Elohim is delivering over to you – 
your eye shall not pardon them. And do not serve 

their mighty ones, for that is a snare to you.

verseid:5.7.14
verseid:5.7.15
verseid:5.7.16


Deu 7:17  “When you say in your heart, ‘These 
nations are greater than I, I am unable to drive 

them out,’ 
Deu 7:18  do not be afraid of them. Remember well 

what יהוה your Elohim did to Pharaoh and to all 
Mitsrayim, 

Deu 7:19  the great trials which your eyes saw, and 
the signs and the wonders, the strong hand and the 

outstretched arm, by which יהוה your Elohim 
brought you out. יהוה your Elohim does so to all the 

peoples of whom you are afraid.

verseid:5.7.17
verseid:5.7.18
verseid:5.7.19


Deu 7:20  “And יהוה your Elohim also sends the 
hornet among them until those who are left, who 

hide themselves from you, are destroyed. 
Deu 7:21  “Do not be afraid of them, for יהוה your 

Elohim, the great and awesome Ěl, is in your midst. 
Deu 7:22  “And יהוה your Elohim shall drive out 

those nations before you, little by little. You are not 
allowed to destroy them at once, lest the beasts of 

the field become too numerous for you. 

verseid:5.7.20
verseid:5.7.21
verseid:5.7.22


Deu 7:23  “But יהוה your Elohim shall deliver them 
over to you and destroy them with a great 

destruction until they are consumed. 
Deu 7:24  “And He shall give their sovereigns into 
your hand, and you shall destroy their name from 
under the heavens. No one is going to be able to 
stand against you until you have destroyed them.

verseid:5.7.23
verseid:5.7.24


Deu 7:25  “The carved images of their mighty ones 
you are to burn with fire. Do not covet the silver 

or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, 
lest you be snared by it, for it is an abomination to 

 .your Elohim יהוה
Deu 7:26  “And do not bring an abomination into 
your house, lest you be accursed like it. Utterly 
loathe it and utterly hate it, for it is accursed.

verseid:5.7.25
verseid:5.7.26


This week’s Torah portion is called עֵֶקב eqeḇ – 
Strong’s H6118, which is translated here as 

‘because’, and the root meaning of this word 
means, ‘consequence, as a consequence of, 

because’ and can also be rendered, or understood, 
as, ‘reward’. 

What this Torah portion is, in effect, starting with, 
is the ‘consequences’ or ‘reward’ for hearing and 

doing the commands of יהוה!  



And ‘because’ you hear and do these right-rulings, 
-will guard you with His Covenant and loving יהוה

commitment!!! 
This Hebrew word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118, as I 
have mentioned, is also rendered as ‘reward’, as 

seen in the following verse: 
Tehillah/Psalm 19:11 “Also, Your servant is warned 
by them, in guarding them there is great reward.” 



The Psalmist is declaring here that he is not only 
warned by the right-rulings of יהוה, but that he 

also acknowledges, that in ‘guarding’ them there 
is great reward!  

Therefore, we are able to see the simple truth 
that: ‘because’ you guard the commands, there is 

reward, and the reward is that יהוה guards you 
with the covenant!!! 



This word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 is a marker of a 
cause, or reason, for an event; and speaks to us 

about the benefit that is given to another, based on 
one’s merit for proper behaviour or trustworthiness! 

What we must understand here, is that in paying 
attention (which is to be listening carefully) and 

doing what we are to hear, guard and do – there is a 
great promise and reward. 



This word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 comes from the 
denominative verb עַָקב aqaḇ – Strong’s H6117 which 

means, ‘to follow at the heel, circumvent’ and is the 
root verb of the word עֵָקב aqeḇ – Strong’s H6119 

which means, ‘heel, footprint, hind part’. 
What we can understand then, from a Hebraic 
perspective, is that the blessing of יהוה, in the 

promise of His guarding and loving us, will follow 
quickly ‘on the heel’ of our ‘paying attention’ to 

these right-rulings and commands, giving prominence 
in carrying them out diligently. 



A derivative of the word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 
is one that we all know very well, as it is the name 

of יַעֲֹקב Ya’aqoḇ – Strong’s H3290, and his name 
means, ‘heel holder, catcher, supplanter’.  

The ‘heel’ is the last part of the body to come out 
of the womb and so, this word also speaks of the 

hind or latter part; and with Ya’aqoḇ ‘catching the 
heel’ of Ěsaw, we see how, even at birth, he 

sought the ‘blessing’ of the first born!  



As we look at his life, we can also learn a great 
deal, regarding the blessings of יהוה that ‘followed 
hard after his heel’, when he walked in obedience 

to the instructions of Elohim!  
We too are to ‘follow hard after the heel’ of 

Messiah, so to speak, and as we walk in Him, we 
are to ‘follow Him so closely’ that there is no 

room for us to turn aside from the straight path of 
righteousness! 



There was an ancient saying, that stated that a 
student should follow his teacher so closely by 

‘drinking his words, and be covered by the dust of 
his feet’.  

The talmidim/disciple would travel the dusty 
roads of Palestine with his rabbi (master), learning 

what the master taught, and be found to be 
walking the way the master walked!  



The rabbi (master) would walk through town with 
his disciples following close on his heels like a 
mother duck and her ducklings. A traditional 

blessing arose amongst the religious community 
that stated, “May you be covered with the dust of 
your rabbi.” In other words, may you follow him so 

closely that he is “all over you.” 



We only have One Good Shepherd, Teacher and 
Master (Rabbi) – יהושע Messiah, who we are to 
follow so closely, as we walk in Him. And the 

consequences of doing this results in a joy-flied 
set-apart walk of righteousness that we are to 

guard with our all, being alert and awake to not 
be found turning aside from the Truth! 



Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 2:6 “The one who says 
he stays in Him ought himself also to walk, 

even as He walked.” 
Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:21 “For to this you were 

called, because Messiah also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that you should follow 

His steps” 



In terms of the use of the word ‘rabbi’, I would like 
to highlight what this word means and take a look at 
its use in Scripture. The reason for me doing this, is 
to simply set straight any misconceptions that there 

may be, in regards to this term.  
In Judaism, a ‘rabbi’ is considered to be a ‘teacher of 

Torah’ and the Greek word that is used in the 
Renewed Writings for ‘rabbi’ is ῥαββί rhabbi – Strong’s 

G4461 which means, ‘my master, my teacher, my 
great one’ and is a transliterated word, from the 

Hebrew, which means, ‘my master, my great one’.  



This term ‘rabbi’ is not found in the Tanak (O.T.), 
but is clearly understood that this Greek word is 

derived from the Hebrew root word ַרב raḇ – 
Strong’s H7227 which means, ‘many, abundance, 
much, great, abounding, plentiful’, which comes 

from the primitive root ָרַבב raḇaḇ – Strong’s H7231 
which means, ‘to be or become much or many, 

abound, increase’. 



The Hebrew term ַרב raḇ – Strong’s H7227 was used in 
reference to someone who occupied a high and 

respected position, and is translated as ‘chief’, as in: 
Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 40:2 “And the chief of the 

guard took Yirmeyahu and said to him, “יהוה your 
Elohim has spoken this evil on this place.”  

This term ‘rabbi’, essentially means, ‘my great 
one’ and is often confused by many into thinking 

that this term only means, ‘my teacher’.  



While the concept of one’s teacher, being seen by 
their students as their ‘great one’, can be 

understood, we take note of the clear instruction 
that our Master gives us, when telling us not to be 

called ‘rabbi’, as seen in: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 23:8 “But you, do not be 

called ‘Rabbi,’ for One is your Teacher, the 
Messiah, and you are all brothers.” 



Our Master goes on to say that we should call no 
one ‘Father’ and that we should neither be called 

‘leaders’, as seen in: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 23:9-11 “And do not call 

anyone on earth your father, for One is your 
Father, He who is in the heavens. 10 “Neither be 

called leaders, for One is your Leader, the 
Messiah. 11 “But the greatest among you shall be 

your servant.” 



The Greek word that is translated here as ‘leader/
leaders’ is καθηγητής kathēgētēs – Strong’s G2519 

which means, ‘leader, teacher’ and this same 
Greek word is used in Mattithyahu/Matthew 23:8 

for ‘Teacher’.  
Why I am mentioning this, is to highlight what Our 
Great Master is teaching us, as we must recognise 

that we have only One ‘Great One’.  



This Greek word καθηγητής kathēgētēs – Strong’s 
G2519 is only used 3 times, all of which are found in 
the above passage from Mattithyahu/Matthew 23.  
There are many people today, who claim that they 

do not need ‘teachers’ and through immaturity, they 
claim this by misinterpreting our Master’s words.  



In Eph’siyim/Ephesians 4:11 we are clearly told that 
our Master and Elohim appointed some to be 

‘teachers’, which is translated from the Greek word 
διδάσκαλος didaskalos – Strong’s G1320 which 

means, ‘teacher, instructor’ and this word comes 
from the word διδάσκω didaskō – Strong’s G1321, 

which is a verb that is a prolonged causative form of 
the verb δάω daō which means ‘to learn, to teach’. 

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 4:11 “And He Himself gave 
some as emissaries, and some as prophets, and some 
as evangelists, and some as shepherds and teachers” 



In terms of those who are appointed to lead, we are 
told in: 

Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 13:7 “Remember those leading you, 
who spoke the Word of Elohim to you. Consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their belief.” 
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 13:17 “Obey those leading you, and be 

subject to them, for they watch for your lives, as 
having to give account. Let them do so with joy and not 

groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 13:24 “Greet all those leading you, and 

all the set-apart ones. Those from Italy greet you.” 



In the above 3 verses, the Greek word that is used 
here for ‘leading’ is ἡγέοµαι hēgeomai – Strong’s 

G2233 which means, ‘to lead, ruler, govern, count, 
consider’, and is understood to mean, ‘to lead, go 

first, lead the way’ and therefore, pictures one 
who leads by example! 

Once again, the reason for me making mention of 
these various Greek words, is to highlight that our 
Master has appointed some to lead and to teach 

His body and to train them to maturity!  



Our Master was NOT saying that you do not need 
to be led or taught by others, which is what many 
are claiming today, as they refuse to submit to the 
appointed order of the Master, as most prefer to 

do whatever is right in their own eyes! 
So, what is the Master telling us?  

He is making it clear, that you should not put 
anyone on a pedestal and call them your great one 

(rabbi), as it is the one who serves that shall be 
the greatest amongst us!  



The Head of the Body is Messiah and, in His Body, He 
has appointed some to teach, and to lead others, 

equipping them to go and make taught ones. 
The Pharisees of the day put themselves in such high 
self-appointed positions of authority over others and 
Messiah made it clear that they love to make their 
tsitsit long, and wanted to have the best places at 
feasts and the best seats in the congregations and 
they loved to be greeted in the markets places and 

loved to be called ‘rabbi, rabbi’. 



Those who position themselves like this, are not 
true teachers and leaders of the Torah, yet we see 
today how so many follow such people, while they 
are simply refusing to remember, obey and greet 

those leading them in the Word of Elohim! 
In terms of ‘walking in the dust of the Rabbi’, I 

want to make it clear that this customary adopted 
phrase should cause us to do our utmost in following 

our Master, our Great One, our teacher of 
Righteousness, so closely, that we are able to truly 

reflect and represent His walk.  



Therefore, while we must recognise that there are some who 
are appointed to teach and lead, whom the body is called to 
consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their 

belief, we have One Head and that is Messiah!  
We have One Rabbi – that is Messiah – and He, as Head, has 

appointed some to lead and teach!  
The main reason for me highlighting this, is to refute any 

false claims that there are no teachers necessary and 
emphasise that we are called to obey and follow the 

teaching and leading of those that the Master has appointed, 
while making sure that, in doing so, we are to never put 

anyone on a pedestal and elevate them to such a point of 
them being called by others as their ‘Great One’! 



Back to the word BECAUSE – עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s 
H6118:  

Let us briefly do a study on this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – 
Strong’s H6118, in order to set the scene, so to speak, 

of this Torah portion! 
As we consider this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118, 
that is translated here as ‘because’, we must also 

take careful note of how important this little word is 
and what is signifies for us, as it is a word that pre-

empts the resulting consequences of one’s action, be 
it good or bad!  



This word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 is used 15 times in 
the Tanak, and as we consider the use of this word, in each 

verse that it is used in, then we are able to see how just 
and righteous the reward of Elohim is, for both the 

righteous and the unrighteous.  
Let us therefore take a look at the use of this word, in the 

15 verses that it is used in the Tanak: 
The first time that this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 is 

used is in: 
Berěshith/Genesis 22:18 “And in your seed all the nations 
of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My 

voice.” 



The result of Aḇraham’s complete obedience, caused him 
to receive the full assurance of the complete blessing of 

Elohim!  
He did not withhold his only son Yitsḥaq, and because he 

obeyed the voice of Elohim, the promise was given to him, 
that all nations of the earth would be blessed in his seed, 
which was the prophetic promise of Messiah, that would 

come forth from his genealogy!  
The genealogy of Messiah, in Mattithyahu/Matthew 1, 
begins with Aḇraham, which is very important for us to 

recognise, as it is with Aḇraham that יהוה made an 
Everlasting Covenant… all because he obeyed יהוה! 



This is again confirmed to Yitsḥaq, in: 
Berěshith/ Genesis 26:4-5 “And I shall increase 

your seed like the stars of the heavens, and I shall 
give all these lands to your seed. And in your seed 

all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 5 
because Aḇraham obeyed My voice and guarded My 

Charge: My commands, My laws, and My Torot.” 



BECAUSE Aḇraham obeyed יהוה and guarded the 
charge, the commands, the laws and the Torot (plural 
of Torah) of יהוה, the promise of יהוה was confirmed 
to his son Yitsḥaq, confirming the prophetic promise 
and assurance of the Messiah, the blessing of all the 
earth, that would come forth from their lineage – for 
 Himself would come down teaching and bring יהושע

comfort and rest to the despairing, and would do so, 
by coming forth as The Seed of the promise, through 

the lineage of Aḇraham!  



I often think that many people fail to grasp the 
magnitude of the Covenant Promise that יהוה made 
with Aḇraham, as He chose a man, who faithfully 

obeyed the voice of Elohim completely, to be the way 
in which He would bring brought forth יהושע Messiah, 

as The Seed that would bless all the nations! 
The clear choice of יהוה to handpick this great ‘father 

of our faith’, as the patriarch for His promised 
deliverance through his seed, which is Messiah, was 
given because of Aḇraham’s complete obedience! 



In other words, because of Aḇraham’s obedience, יהוה chose 
this man’s lineage to bring forth יהושע Messiah as a man, the 

second Aḏam, the Son of Aḏam!  
He chose יהושע Messiah to become the Son of a man, who 
showed a complete surrendered obedience, in order to 

redeem the disobedient back unto Himself, and restore His 
image in mankind, giving the promise of restoration unto 
those who obey His Charge, Commands, Laws and Torot! 

The reason for me placing emphasise on this word ‘because’, 
is simply to highlight the need for us to embrace the Truth, 
guard the Word and walk in it, with the resulting assurance 
that we have in our Master… that because we do obey, we 

shall be blessed in our guarding to do all that is commanded! 



Let us take a look at the next occurrence of this 
root word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118, in Scripture: 
Bemiḏbar/Numbers 14:24 “But My servant Kalěḇ, 
because he has a different spirit in him and has 

followed Me completely, I shall bring into the land 
where he went, and his seed shall inherit it.” 



The result of continually disobeying יהוה’s voice, after 
having been delivered from Mitsrayim and having seen the 

esteem of יהוה, the entire nation of fighting men was 
sentenced to death in the Wilderness, and they would not 
enter into the Promised Rest, except Yehoshua and Kalěḇ.  
Here, in this verse, we see how יהוה, once again identifies, 

in Scripture, the one who obeys His voice, and while a 
generation had received the death sentence, Kalěḇ is 
singled out here, as being a ‘servant’ of Elohim, and is 

given the promise that his seed shall inherit the land that 
had been promised… all because he had a ‘different’ spirit 

in him and had ‘followed יהוה completely’!  



Kalěḇ is a great example for us, in showing us the assurance that 
we have in our Master and King – and that is that while we, who 

stay in our Master and Elohim and follow Him completely, and have 
a different spirit in us (that is the set-apart Spirit of Elohim), have 

the promise of entering into His rest!  
This we get to ‘rehearse’ each week, as we guard to keep the 

Sabbath, while the majority of man does not – because we walk in 
the Spirit of Elohim and follow Him completely… a different spirit 

to that which is in the worldly ways of sinful man! 
There remains the promise of entering into the rest of Elohim – that 

is to enter into His Reign that is coming – and we can learn from 
this verse a simply truth: because we walk in the spirit and guard 

the Torah completely, we who stay in Him will enter into the Reign 
with Him!!! 



The next verse where we see this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – 
Strong’s H6118 being used, is the verse that starts this 

Torah portion!!! 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 7:12 “And it shall be, because 
you hear these right-rulings, and shall guard and do 
them, that יהוה your Elohim shall guard with you the 

covenant and the loving-commitment which He swore to 
your fathers”  

Because you hear… guard… do… the right-rulings of 
Elohim… יהוה will guard you with the loving-commitment 

He swore to Aḇraham, Yitsḥaq and Ya’aqoḇ!!! 



The next verse we see this root word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – 
Strong’s H6118 being used, is also from this Torah 

portion, and is in: 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 8:20 “Like the nations 

which יהוה is destroying before you, so you are to 
perish, because you did not obey the voice of יהוה 

your Elohim.” 
This is the first time we see this word being used 

to emphasise the resulting consequence for 
disobedience!  



Just as we have considered the promise of eternal 
life, and the blessing and protection of Elohim, 

‘because’ of obedience, now we see the reality of 
the sentence of death given, ‘because’ of 

disobedience! 
The next time we see this word for ‘because’ 

being used, is in: 
Shemuʼěl Bet/2 Samuel 12:6 “Also, he has to repay 

fourfold for the lamb, because he did this deed 
and because he had no compassion.” 



These were the words of king Dawiḏ, in response to 
Nathan the prophet who came to confront Dawiḏ for 

committing murder and adultery.  
Nathan had come to the king and asked him, in the 

form of a parable, what should be done to the rich man 
who took the poor man’s lamb to feed the traveller.  

Dawiḏ did not realise that this was an accusation that 
was being directed toward him, for killing Uriyah the 
Ḥittite with the sword of the children of Ammon, and 

taking Uriyah’s wife that he took to be his own.  



Dawiḏ’s response was clear – the one who did this 
should be punished because he did wrong, and 

then we see, in verse 10, the response of יהוה that 
was given to Dawiḏ, through Nathan: 

Shemuʼěl Bet/2 Samuel 12:10 “And now, the sword 
does not turn aside from your house, because you 

have despised Me, and have taken the wife of 
Uriyah the Ḥittite to be your wife.” 



 makes it very clear here to Dawiḏ – because יהוה
Dawiḏ ‘despised’ יהוה, the sword would not turn aside 

from his house!  
Dawiḏ was told how his wives would be taken from 
him and that evil from his own house would rise up 

and his wives would be lain with, before all!  
Aḇshalom, the wicked son of Dawiḏ, did this and we 

see in Shemuʼěl Aleph/1 Samuel 16:21-22 where 
Aḥithophel had a tent pitched for Aḇshalom on the 

top of Dawiḏ’s house, where he went into all of 
Dawiḏ’s concubines before the eyes of all Yisra’ĕl! 



The resulting action of Dawiḏ’s disobedience 
brought about a defiling of his own house! 

We can learn a great deal from this, as we are 
clearly given an example of what happens when you 
despise יהוה, by not guarding His commands always.  

We are to be on guard against any form of 
compromise through the flesh that may cause us to 

despise יהוה and His Word! 



The Hebrew root word that is translated as ‘despised’ in 
this above verse is ָּבזָה bazah – Strong’s H959 which 

means, ‘to despise, despicable, contempt, careless, to 
be vile, worthless’.  

Another very well-known verse in which we find another 
Hebrew word that is translated as ‘despised’ is seen in: 

Mal’aḵi/Malachi 1:6 “A son esteems his father, and a 
servant his master. And if I am the Father, where is My 

esteem? And if I am a Master, where is My fear? said יהוה 
of hosts to you priests who despise My Name. But you 
asked, ‘In what way have we despised Your Name?’” 



In the above verse, from Mal’aḵi/Malachi, the 
answer to the question of how they were despising 

the Name of יהוה is given in the next verse: 
Mal’aḵi/Malachi 1:7 “You are presenting defiled 

food on My altar. But you asked, ‘In what way have 
we defiled You?’ Because you say, ‘the table of 

 ”’.is despicable יהוה



This rebuke of how they were presenting defiled 
food and calling the table of יהוה despicable, is a 
clear rebuke as to how they were despising the 
Sabbaths and Feasts of יהוה, and contaminating 
their worship through a corrupted mix of pagan 

rooted sun-worship practices that had caused their 
festivals to become defiled and unclean before 

the eyes of Elohim, as they showed no regard for 
the true Table of יהוה.  



In today’s terms, we can see this vivid display of 
many who say the table of יהוה is despicable, 

simply by their refusal to keep the Sabbaths and 
Feasts of יהוה, and substituting them with false 

man-driven traditions that assume a form of 
worship that clearly despises the Name and 

character of יהוה our Elohim! 



The next time we see this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s 
H6118 being used, is in: 

Tehillah/Psalm 19:11 “Also, Your servant is warned 
by them, in guarding them there is great reward.” 

Here this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118is 
translated as ‘reward’, and further emphasises the 

resulting action of obedience, as the psalmist makes 
it clear in this Psalm that the ‘reward’ for guarding 
the right-rulings of Elohim is great! They not only 
warn you, but ‘because’ you guard them, they will 

protect you! 



The next verse we see עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 
being used, is in: 

Tehillah/Psalm 40:15 “Let those who say to me, 
“Aha, aha!” be appalled at their own shame.” 

The KJV version translates this word as ‘reward’, 
and here Dawiḏ is saying that those who disregard 
his word should have the resulting action of being 

appalled because of their shame! 



Again, we see Dawiḏ saying this in: 
Tehillah/Psalm 70:3 “Let those who say, “Aha, aha!” 

be turned back because of their shame.” 
In both of these examples, Dawiḏ is calling for the 
just reward for those who were seeking his life.  

We can learn from this, as we recognise how many 
will falsely say wicked things about us and mock us 
and even speak of us as evil doers, simply for being 

obedient; and we know that their words will be 
turned back on them and they will stand ashamed in 

the Day of יהוה! 



Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:11-12 “Beloved ones, I 
appeal to you as sojourners and pilgrims, to 

abstain from fleshly lusts which battle against the 
life, 12 having your behaviour among the nations 
good so that when they speak against you as evil-
doers, let them, by observing your good works, 

esteem Elohim in a day of visitation.” 



The next time we see this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – 
Strong’s H6118 being used, is in the longest Psalm 
that resounds with echoing praise for the Torah 

and the desire to hold fast in obedience, by 
guarding to do it! 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:33 “Teach me, O יהוה, the way 
of Your laws, and I observe it to the end.” 

Tehillah/Psalm 119:112 “I have inclined my heart 
to do Your laws forever, to the end.” 



Here the word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 is translated 
as ‘to the end’, and clearly teaches us, once again 

the need to be a steadfast and faithful remnant that 
guards the commands always and forever.  

The resulting action of inclining our heart to do the 
Torah, is that we are equipped to do so forever! 

The next time we see this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s 
H6118 being used is in: 

Mishlĕ/Proverbs 22:4 “The reward of humility is the 
fear of יהוה, riches, and esteem and life.” 



Here עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 is translated as ‘the 
reward’, and again we are able to see the resulting 
action of true humility – and that is a proper fear of 

 with the assurance of life and life in ,יהוה
abundance, which is what Messiah came to bring us! 
The Hebrew word that is translated here, in Mishlĕ/
Proverbs 22:4, as ‘humility’ is עֲנָוָה anavah – Strong’s 
H6038 and means, ‘humility, gentleness’, and comes 
from the root word עָנָה anah – Strong’s H6031 which 

means, ‘to be bowed down, afflicted, humbled’.  



This carries the understanding of being ‘grounded’, 
as well as having the ability to ‘pay close attention’ 

and open one’s ears to hear!  
It carries the concept of denying oneself and 

submitting to Elohim as you understand, and are 
aware of, one’s status before an Almighty Elohim 

who has appointed for us His Door of Appointment! 
Ya’aqoḇ tells us clearly in: 

Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:10 “Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Master, and He shall lift you up.” 



The one who is truly humble subjects himself to 
Elohim and Ya’aqoḇ also tells us, in Ya’aqoḇ/James 
4:6, that Elohim resists the proud and gives favour 

to the humble!  
As I have mentioned previously, on a number of 

occasions, favour (grace) is only extended by יהוה on 
the basis of His Covenants of Promise – and anyone 
who does not walk in, and stay in, His Covenants of 

Promise that they have been grafted into by the 
Blood of Messiah, by guarding to do what has been 

commanded, are not extended the favour of Elohim! 



Walking in humility is expressed clearly as one 
fixes their eyes on the Truth and walks in it, not 
looking to one’s own ways, nor leaning on one’s 

own understanding! 
We are told in Mishlĕ/Proverbs 3:34 that יהוה gives 
favour to the humble (עָנִי aniy – Strong’s H6041). 
The Hebrew word עָנָה anah – Strong’s H6031 also 
carries the meaning of ‘giving an account or an 

answer’.  



This carries the picture of the one who humbles 
himself and comes to give an account of what he 

has done.  
This can give us the picture of ‘coming clean’, so 

to speak, and confessing our sin.  
In order to do that, one has to be looking at the 

One to whom you are coming clean to, and herein 
lies a powerful lesson in the ancient pictographic 
lettering of this word when understood in regards 

to Yom Kippur. 



In the ancient pictographic text, the Hebrew word 
 :anah’ H6031 looks like this‘ עָנָה

   



Ayin – ָע:  

The original pictograph for this letter is and 
represents the idea of ‘seeing and watching’, as well as 
‘knowledge’. as the eye is the ‘window of knowledge’. 

Nun – ָנ: 
The ancient pictographic script has this letter pictured as 

, which pictures a ‘sprouting seed’ and gives the idea 
of continuation or an offspring or an heir, speaking of 

that which sprouts forth will be the heir of the promise of 
continuation, and represents one’s life expectancy. 



Hey – ּה: 

The ancient script has this letter as  and is 
pictured as a man standing with his arms raised up 
and out as if pointing to something, and in essence 
carries the meaning of ‘behold’ as in when looking 

at something very great. It can also have the 
meaning to ‘breath’ or ‘sigh’ as when looking at a 
great sight and having your breath taken away so 
to speak! It also has the meaning of revelation or 

to reveal something by pointing it out. 



When we understand the command for us to be ‘BUSY 
WITH’ OUR BEINGS, and ‘BE OCCUPIED OR BOWED 

DOWN AND HUMBLED’ before our High Priest and King, 
we are able to recognise, through these ancient 

pictographic symbols, the concept of fixing our eyes on 
Messiah, the Princely Leader and Perfecter of our faith.  

The picture of the eye and the seed, gives us the 
meaning of an ‘EYE OF CONTINUANCE’, meaning that 
we are continue to keep our eyes fixed on the One who 
is to be praised, for He has covered and cleansed us in 

His Blood! 



In speaking a severe warning, and a great woe, on 
those who are wise in their own eyes, and the 

mighty who drink wine and mix strong drinks, which 
is a metaphor for corruption and idolatry, we see in: 
Yeshayahu/Isaiah 5:23 “who declare right the wrong 
for a bribe, and the righteousness of the righteous 

they turn aside from him!” 
Here, the root word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s H6118 is 
translated as ‘for’, and highlights a severe woe to 
the corrupt who declare the right wrong, for the 

reward of a bribe! 



The twisted theologies of man declare the 
righteous as wrongdoers, ‘because’ of the reward 
they get from those they manipulate and control 

through their dogmas and vain traditions. 
The last time we see this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – Strong’s 

H6118 being used is in: 
Amos 4:12 “Therefore I am doing this to you, O 

Yisra’ĕl. And because I do this to you, prepare to 
meet your Elohim, O Yisra’ĕl!” 



Judgement against a corrupt Yisra’ĕl had been 
decreed and could have been avoided through 

repentance – yet they refused to do so, and they 
were going to be exiled for their lustful living and 

their hypocritical worship.  
In their continued neglect to heed to His discipline 

of famine, drought, disease, defeat in war and 
devastating destruction, He tells Yisra’ĕl, that 

‘because’ He does this they had better be 
prepared to meet Him… face to face!!!  



The reward or resulting action of a continued 
stubbornness and stiff-necked rebellion is that those 

who continue in lawlessness will meet Him face to face! 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 7:9-10 “And you shall know 
that יהוה your Elohim, He is Elohim, the trustworthy 
Ěl guarding covenant and kindness for a thousand 

generations with those who love Him, and those who 
guard His commands, 10 but repaying those who hate 
Him to their face, to destroy them. He does not delay 

to do so with him who hates Him, He repays him to 
his face.” 



I find that the last use of this word עֵֶקב eqeḇ – 
Strong’s H6118, here in Amos 4:12, proclaims a 
clear warning of the resulting action of lawless 

compromise and disobedience, versus the resulting 
action of obedience as seen in the first use of this 

word, in the promises given to Aḇraham!  


