
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Numbers 8:1–12:16 
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-4:7 

#36 B'ha'alotkha 
 Hebrew for “when — (ְּבַהעֲלְֹת!) 

you step up 

https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt2302.htm


The Seven Lamps 
Num 8:1   And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 

Num 8:2  “Speak to Aharon, and say to him, ‘When 
you ascend to trim the lamps, let the seven lamps 

give light in front of the lampstand.

verseid:4.8.1
verseid:4.8.2


Num 8:3  And Aharon did so. He set up the lamps 
to face toward the front of the lampstand, as יהוה 

commanded Mosheh. 
Num 8:4  And this is the work of the lampstand: 

beaten work of gold, from its base to its blossoms 
it is beaten work. According to the pattern which 

 had shown Mosheh, so he made the יהוה
lampstand.

verseid:4.8.3
verseid:4.8.4


Cleansing of the Levites 
Num 8:5  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 8:6  “Take the Lěwites from among the 

children of Yisra’ěl, and you shall cleanse them, 
Num 8:7  and do this to them to cleanse them: 

Sprinkle water of sin offering on them, and they 
shall shave all their body, and shall wash their 

garments, and cleanse themselves, 

verseid:4.8.5
verseid:4.8.6
verseid:4.8.7


Num 8:8  and shall take a young bull with its grain 
offering of fine flour mixed with oil, while you 

take another young bull as a sin offering. 
Num 8:9  “And you shall bring the Lěwites before 
the Tent of Appointment, and you shall assemble 
all the congregation of the children of Yisra’ěl. 

Num 8:10  “And you shall bring the Lěwites before 
 and the children of Yisra’ěl shall lay their ,יהוה

hands on the Lěwites,

verseid:4.8.8
verseid:4.8.9
verseid:4.8.10


Num 8:11  and Aharon shall wave the Lěwites before 
 – a wave offering from the children of Yisra’ěl ,יהוה

so shall they be for doing the service of יהוה. 
Num 8:12  “And the Lěwites shall lay their hands on 

the heads of the young bulls. And one shall be 
prepared as a sin offering and the other as an 

ascending offering to יהוה, to make atonement for 
the Lěwites. 

Num 8:13  “And you shall have the Lěwites stand 
before Aharon and his sons, and then wave them, a 

wave offering to יהוה.

verseid:4.8.11
verseid:4.8.12
verseid:4.8.13


Num 8:14  “Thus you shall separate the Lěwites 
from among the children of Yisra’ěl, and the 

Lěwites shall be Mine. 
Num 8:15  “Then after that the Lěwites shall go in 

to do service in the Tent of Appointment, when 
you have cleansed them and waved them as a 

wave offering. 
Num 8:16  “For they are given ones, given to Me 
from among the children of Yisra’ěl. I have taken 

them for Myself instead of all who open the womb, 
the first-born of all the children of Yisra’ěl.

verseid:4.8.14
verseid:4.8.15
verseid:4.8.16


Num 8:17  “For all the first-born among the 
children of Yisra’ěl are Mine, both man and beast. 

On the day that I struck all the first-born in the 
land of Mitsrayim I set them apart unto Myself. 

Num 8:18  “And I have taken the Lěwites instead 
of all the first-born of the children of Yisra’ěl. 

verseid:4.8.17
verseid:4.8.18


Num 8:19  “And I have given the Lěwites as a gift 
to Aharon and his sons from among the children of 

Yisra’ěl, to do the service of the children of 
Yisra’ěl in the Tent of Appointment, and to make 
atonement for the children of Yisra’ěl, that there 
be no plague among the children of Yisra’ěl when 
the children of Yisra’ěl come near the set-apart 

place.”

verseid:4.8.19


Num 8:20  Thus Mosheh and Aharon and all the 
congregation of the children of Yisra’ěl did to the 

Lěwites according to all that יהוה commanded 
Mosheh concerning the Lěwites, so the children of 

Yisra’ěl did to them. 
Num 8:21  And the Lěwites cleansed themselves 
and washed their garments, and Aharon waved 
them, a wave offering before יהוה, and Aharon 
made atonement for them to cleanse them.

verseid:4.8.20
verseid:4.8.21


Num 8:22  Then after that the Lěwites went in to 
do their service in the Tent of Appointment before 

Aharon and his sons as יהוה commanded Mosheh 
concerning the Lěwites, so they did to them. 

verseid:4.8.22


Retirement of the Levites 
Num 8:23  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 8:24  “This applies to the Lěwites: From 

twenty-five years old and above let him come into 
active service in the service of the Tent of 

Appointment,

verseid:4.8.23
verseid:4.8.24


Num 8:25  and at the age of fifty years they 
retire from active service of the service, and 

serve no more, 
Num 8:26  but they shall attend with their 

brothers in the Tent of Appointment, to guard 
the duty, but shall do no service. Thus you shall 

do to the Lěwites regarding their duties.”

verseid:4.8.25
verseid:4.8.26


In the early script the Hebrew word ְמנֹוָרה menorah 
– Strong’s H4501 looks like this (remember that 

Hebrew reads from right to left): 

    



OUT OF THE CHAOS, A SEED SHALL SPRING FORTH, 
THE SON WHO IS THE APPOINTED HEIR OF ALL, 

WHO BY HIS RESURRECTION HAS SECURED FOR US 
THE COVENANTS OF PROMISE TO WHICH WE HAVE 
BEEN ADDED THROUGH HIS BLOOD, AND MESSIAH, 
OUR HEAD, IS THE BEGINNING AND BEHOLD WE FIX 

OUR EYES ON HIM AS WE AWAIT THE FOR THE 
REVELATION OF OUR MASTER יהושע MESSIAH – THE 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD! 



Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 1:2 “has in these last days spoken 
to us by the Son, whom He has appointed heir of 

all, through whom also He made the ages” 
Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 1:7 “so that you 

are not lacking in any gift, eagerly waiting for the 
revelation of our Master יהושע Messiah”



Part of the duty of Aharon was to ‘trim’ the lamps 
or ‘trim the wicks’, which is a duty of setting 

them in order, as a required maintenance of the 
lamps that were to continually burn. 

This represents for us our need to continually be 
getting rid of those things in our lives which do not 

effectively support the efficient burning of the 
fire, which represents יהוה ‘s presence, that we 

are to shine forth! 



It is Messiah, our High Priest who ‘trims’ us 
through His Word and equips us to shine. 

If we do not allow His Word to ‘trim’ us, we may 
lose our ability to be set in order, and shine, as we 

should and risk having our lampstand removed! 



Verse 4 – beaten gold 
Num 8:4  And this is the work of the lampstand: 

beaten work of gold, from its base to its blossoms 
it is beaten work. According to the pattern which 

 had shown Mosheh, so he made the יהוה
lampstand.

verseid:4.8.4


The Lampstand was made of ‘beaten work of 
gold’. 

The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘beaten 
work’ comes from the root word ִמְקָׁשה miqshah – 
Strong’s H4749 which means, ‘hammered work’. 



The assumed root of this word is ָקָׁשה qashah – Strong’s 
H7185 meaning, ‘hard, severe, fierce, hard pressed, seem 
hard, stiffened’; and what we can see from this, is that, in 

being made together in Messiah, as a ‘beaten work’, we 
recognise that it is not always easy but is often very hard, as 

we do our utmost to be made into a community and form 
true unity! Messiah took our ‘beating’ and by His stripes we 
are healed and so, the pressures that we face each day we 

ought to recognise as ‘light and momentary troubles’, 
recognising that while we may be hard pressed, we are not 

crushed, as Messiah was crushed for our iniquities and 
therefore, we must allow His Word to ‘beat us’ into shape 

and be ‘one’ in Him! 



2Co 4:7  And we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, so that the excellence of the power might 

be of Elohim, and not of us – 
2Co 4:8  being hard pressed on every side, but not 

crushed; being perplexed, but not in despair; 
2Co 4:9  being persecuted, but not forsaken; being 

thrown down, but not destroyed;

verseid:47.4.7
verseid:47.4.8
verseid:47.4.9


2Co 4:10  always bearing about in the body the 
dying of the Master יהושע, that the life of יהושע 

might also be manifested in our body. 
2Co 4:11  For we, the living, are always 

delivered to death for the sake of יהושע, that the 
life of יהושע might also be manifested in our 

mortal flesh, 
2Co 4:12  so that death indeed is working in us, 

but the life in you.

verseid:47.4.10
verseid:47.4.11
verseid:47.4.12


2Co 4:13  But having the same spirit of belief, 
according to what has been written, “I believed, 

therefore I spoke,”  we also believe, therefore we 
also speak, 

2Co 4:14  knowing that He who raised up the 
Master יהושע shall also raise us up through יהושע, 

and shall present us with you. 
2Co 4:15  For all this is for your sake, so that 

favour, having spread through the many, would 
cause thanksgiving to overflow, unto the esteem of 

Elohim.

verseid:47.4.13
verseid:47.4.14
verseid:47.4.15


2Co 4:16  Therefore we do not lose heart, but 
even if our outward man is perishing, the inward 

man is being renewed day by day. 
2Co 4:17  For this slight momentary pressure is 

working for us a far more exceeding and 
everlasting weight of esteem. 

2Co 4:18  We are not looking on what is seen, but 
on what is not seen. For what is seen passes away, 

but what is not seen is everlasting.

verseid:47.4.16
verseid:47.4.17
verseid:47.4.18


The Lampstand was made according to the pattern 
that was shown to Mosheh and we see too that 

Messiah only did that which He was instructed to 
do, according to the Word of Elohim! 



Cleansed: 
In verse 6 the Hebrew word that is translated as 
‘cleanse’ comes from the root word ָטֵהר taher 

H2891 and means the following: “to be clean; to 
cleanse; purify’ made clean”, “properly to be 

bright; to be pure – that is physically sound, clear, 
unadulterated, morally innocent”, “to be purged, 
purify, to declare something or someone clean.” 



It is His word that makes us clean as we cleanse 
ourselves daily through the washing of His Word. It 

is He who makes us clean – really clean – by His 
Blood! 

This Word ָטֵהר taher H2891 is also used in 
Wayyiqra/Leviticus 16:19 where the high priest 

would sprinkle the blood of the sin offering on the 
horns of the altar and all around, seven times. 



The number 7, as we know, signifies perfection 
and so there is a perfect cleansing, and our 
perfect reconciliation by the Blood of יהושע! 

We, as a set-apart and royal priesthood, now have 
a responsibility to cleanse ourselves through the 

cleansing which He has provided. 



Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 9:11-14 “But Messiah, having 
become a High Priest of the coming good matters, 

through the greater and more perfect Tent not 
made with hands, that is, not of this creation,  

12.entered into the Most Set-apart Place once for 
all, not with the blood of goats and calves, but 
with His own blood, having obtained everlasting 

redemption.



 13.For if the blood of bulls and goats and the 
ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the defiled, sets apart 
for the cleansing of the flesh, 14.how much more 
shall the blood of the Messiah, who through the 

everlasting Spirit offered Himself unblemished to 
Elohim, cleanse your conscience from dead works 

to serve the living Elohim?” 



It is through the one-time atoning sacrifice of 
Messiah that He will ָטֵהר taher H2891 His Bride. 

Aharon was told to cleanse the Lěwites and so too 
do we see that it is our High Priest, יהושע, who 
cleanses us from dead works to serve the Living 

Elohim! 
The word ָטֵהר taher H2891 carries great insight for 
us as we understand that a derivative of this word 

is ָטֳֽהָרה tahorah – Strong’s H2893 which means, 
‘cleansing, purifying’. 



As we look at the Hebrew word ָטֳֽהָרה tahorah – 
Strong’s H2893 we see a wonderful picture in this 
word alone that speaks of our need to come to 
Messiah who cleanses us from all sin. Why I say 

this is because when we look at the ancient 
symbols of these letters, we get a clearer picture 

of this very message of this Torah of cleansing 
contained in just one word! 



This word ָטֳֽהָרה tahorah – Strong’s H2893 – read 
from right to left – are the letters: ט -tet; ה -hay; 
 hay, and when you see this word, as– ה ;resh- ר
written in the ancient pictograph script, we see 

the message very clearly – let me show you: 
The original pictograph of these letters are as 

follows: 

    



Tet – ט: 
The original pictograph for this letter is , which 
is ‘a container made of wicker or clay’. Containers 

were a very important item among the nomadic 
Hebrews. 

They were used for storing grains and other items. 
Wicker baskets were used as nets for catching fish. 

The meanings of this letter are ‘basket, vessel, 
contain, store, clay vessel’. 



Hey –ה: 
The original pictograph for this letter is , which is ‘a 

man standing with his arms raised out’. The Modern 
Hebrew and original name for this letter is “hey”. 
The meaning of the letter is ‘behold, look, breath, 

sigh’ and ‘reveal or revelation’ from the idea of 
revealing a great sight by pointing it out. It also carries 

for us the meaning of ‘surrender’ as we lift up our 
hands and submit to יהוה as we lift our hands in praise, 
declaring His authority under which we humbly submit! 



Resh – ר: 
The Ancient picture for this letter is , which is 
‘the head of a man’. This letter has the meanings 
of ‘head or man’ as well as ‘chief, top, beginning 

or first’. 



Now, in terms of the cleansing we have in the Blood 
of Messiah, we see through this pictograph lettering 

of ָטֳֽהָרה tahorah – Strong’s H2893 the following 
message: 

We, as ‘clay baskets’ come and surrender to Him, and 
‘raise our hands’ in acknowledgement of His perfect 
atonement and confess our sins/lawlessness before 

our ‘Head’ and High Priest, יהושע Messiah; and put our 
lives into the hands of Him who ‘lifts us up’ from the 
miry clay and makes us clean and purifies us from all 

unrighteousness! 



Qorintiyim Bet/2 Corinthians 4:7 “And we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels, so that the excellence 
of the power might be of Elohim, and not of us” 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 18:6 “O house of Yisra’ĕl, am 
I not able to do with you as this potter?” declares 
 Look, as the clay is in the hand of the“ .יהוה

potter, so are you in My hand, O house of Yisra’ĕl!” 
Iyoḇ/Job 10:9 “Remember, please, that You have 
made me like clay. And would You turn me into 

dust again?” 



Verse 10 – laying of hands 
Num 8:10  “And you shall bring the Lěwites before 
 and the children of Yisra’ěl shall lay their ,יהוה

hands on the Lěwites,

verseid:4.8.10


Normally, the laying on of hands symbolises the 
transference of sin or confession, or the 

identification with another. 
It is also symbolic of making a statement, for 

example, by one who was healthy to one who was 
sick that, “May he be as I am”, and so, the laying 

on of hands for the sick, is a statement of faith, to 
declare that the one sick be made well. 



Here we see that the nation of Yisra’ĕl was to ‘lay 
their hands’ on the Lěwites, and so, in this 

instance, it was a ‘transferral’, or recognition, of 
the Lěwites taking the place of the firstborn and 
being the ones who were set-apart to serve in the 

Tabernacle. 



This was done at the instruction of יהוה, and so, we 
see too today, that those who have been set-apart 

and called by יהוה have, through the laying on of the 
hands of the elders and congregation, been set-

apart to יהוה for service that He has called for, and 
the laying of hands, symbolises the 

acknowledgement of the position of service that the 
Lĕwite and priest has been called into and, by the 
laying of hands of the congregation, they are also 

committing, by their acknowledgement, to not 
neglect to support the Lěwites in their midst. 



While we are all called a chosen, set-apart and 
royal priesthood in Messiah, we too must recognise 
those whom יהוה has set-apart for service, for which 

the rest of the body is responsible to support. 
The ‘Lěwites and priests’ today, if you will, are 

those whom יהוה has called, and who teach the body 
the difference between the set-apart and the 

profane, and between the clean and the unclean, as 
well as the importance of a proper Sabbath keeping 

and the keeping of the Feasts of יהוה. 



What we do see, in the world today, is that many are 
operating in an office of ministry that man has called 
and have not been called or appointed by יהוה, and 
therefore, Sha’ul instructs Timotiyos to not be hasty 
in laying hands on people; which is not always the 
case today, as we see many who are in ‘priestly’ or 
‘pastoral’ roles and are not teaching the Torah, nor 
are they teaching the difference between the clean 
and unclean, the set-apart and the profane, nor are 
they teaching the importance of the Sabbath and His 
Feasts – these are those who have had hands laid on 

them in haste! 



Timotiyos Aleph/1 Timothy 5:22 “Do not lay hands 
on anyone hastily, nor share in sins of others. Keep 

yourself clean.” 

The results of laying hands on anyone hastily, can 
be devastating, as we see many groping around in 
the dark today, as they follow blind guides. You 

get what you ask for! 



The result of putting people in positions that man 
has appointed, rather than יהוה, can cause a great 

stumbling block for so many, who will refuse to 
listen to the Truth, by holding fast to the inherited 

lies of their chosen ministers/leaders, who are 
sadly teaching the masses nothing more than 
muddied waters that tickle the ears of the 

hearers, while poisoning them in the process. 



Here we see that Yisra’ĕl, by acknowledging the 
fact that the Lěwites had been called and set-

apart by יהוה, laid their hands on them. 



Verse 11 – The wave offering  
Num 8:11  and Aharon shall wave the Lěwites 

before יהוה, a wave offering from the children of 
Yisra’ěl – so shall they be for doing the service of 

.יהוה

verseid:4.8.11


Aharon was required to ‘wave’ the Lěwites before 
 as a ‘wave offering’ from the children of ,יהוה

Yisra’ĕl. 



The Hebrew word for ‘wave offering’ is ְּתנּופָה 
tenuphah – Strong’s H8573 and means, ‘a swinging, 

waving, offering’ and comes from the root word 
verb – נּוף nuph – Strong’s H5130 which is 

translated in this verse as ‘wave’ and its fuller 
meaning is to, ‘move to and fro, shake back and 
forth, sprinkle, wave’ and is essence carries the 

broader meaning ‘to present’. 



We see that it was Aharon who was to wave the 
Lěwites and therefore, the Lěwites were 
‘presented’ to יהוה, by the high priest. 



The logistics behind this event is not 100% certain, as 
there were over 8000 Lěwites, however, what we see 
here, as a shadow picture of Messiah, is that He is our 
High Priest who presents us before יהוה, as a set-apart 
priesthood, and we see this picture, of the fullness of 
the body being ‘waved’ before יהוה, by the High Priest 
on Shaḇuoth, when the two loaves of bread are waved 

on Shaḇuoth! 
In Messiah, we are presented as set-apart priests, who 
have been cleansed and equipped to serve – and we 

are now His! 



The wave offering, in a figurative way, pictures for us 
that of giving it, or releasing it, fully to יהוה; and this 
carries great significance for us, as we too need to 
realise that our lives are to be lifted up, as a wave 

offering before יהוה; and that includes everything we 
have, as we lift up our hands, in the declaration that all 
we have is presented to יהוה; and that we now belong to 

Him, having been bought at a price and betrothed by 
the Blood of the Lamb; and that we have been sealed 
with His Set-Apart Spirit of promise, who is the pledge 

of our inheritance, until the redemption of the 
purchased possession! 



Qorintiyim Bet/2 Corinthians 1:21-22 “But He who 
establishes us with you in Messiah and has 

anointed us is Elohim, 22.who also sealed us, and 
gave the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.” 



At Shaḇuoth the High Priest took two loaves of 
bread and waved it before יהוה as a wave offering. 

The two loaves of Bread symbolically represent 
the two Houses of Yehuḏah and Yisra’ĕl being 
brought together, as one, in the Hands of our 
Redeemer, High Priest and King, and it is also 

symbolic of the two tablets of the witness of the 
Ten Words, that the entire nation of Yisra’ĕl heard 

in the Wilderness, which then were written on 
stone as a witness. 



With the first two stones having been broken by 
Mosheh, when he came down and saw the 

perverted worship in the camp, he was required to 
make two new stones, like the first, upon which 

 .would write the 10 Words again יהוה
This was a powerful shadow picture of the renewal 

that we celebrate today, on Shaḇuoth! 



With Yisra’ĕl, a called out, chosen and betrothed Bride, who 
broke her marriage vows and covenant with יהוה; יהוה was 

already declaring His promised provision, by Mosheh having 
to make two stones, like the first that יהוה had made and 

upon which יהוה would once again write His 10 words; 
prophetically declaring that the very Word of Elohim would 
be made flesh and come down, to be broken for us, taking 
on the form of the flesh, in order to redeem us from the 

sinful nature, and ‘make new’ the true witness of His 
Covenant seal and pledge over us, as His called-out and 

chosen Bride in Messiah, who has now made it possible for 
His Torah to be written upon the fleshly tablets of our 

hearts, by His Spirit through the Blood of Messiah! 



The ‘wave offering’ celebrates the promise of 
renewal or rather the making of a renewed 

covenant. 
In the ancient pictographic script, the Hebrew 
word ְּתנּופָה tenuphah – Strong’s H8573 which 

means, ‘wave offering’, looks like this: 

     



Taw – ְּת:  
The ancient script has this letter as which is 

pictured as two crossed sticks, and can represent 
for us ‘seal, covenant, mark or sign’; as this once 
again points to the complete work of Messiah in 
the renewal of the Covenant in His Blood that 
brings the two Houses of Yisra’ĕl and Yehuḏah 
together in Him, as One, for He is not only the 

‘aleph’, but is also the ‘taw’ – the beginning and 
the end of all creation! 



Nun – נ: 
The ancient pictographic script has this letter 

pictured as , which pictures a ‘sprouting seed’ 
and gives the idea of continuation or an offspring 
or an heir, speaking of that which sprouts forth 
will be the heir of the promise of continuation, 
and represents one’s life expectancy, and can 

carry the meaning of ‘new life or renewal, 
rebirth’. 



Waw/Vav – ּו: 
This is the Hebrew letter ‘waw’ or ‘vav’ which in 

the ancient script is pictured as  , which is a 
peg or ‘tent peg’, which was used for securing or 

tying down of the tent or other items. The 
possibility of it having a Y-shape is to show that it 

prevents the rope from slipping off. The root 
meaning of this letter is ‘to add, secure or hook’. 



Pey – ָפ: 
This is the letter ‘pey’, which is pictured as , 

which is an ‘open mouth’ and carries the meaning of 
‘speak and blow’, from the functions of the mouth, 
and can have the meaning of ‘scatter’ by blowing. It 

can also mean sword or beard as in things with 
edges, as well as a region in depicting a place with 

edges or boundaries. It also can represent that 
which has been spoken forth from the words of 
one’s mouth, as being established – ‘The Spoken 

Word’! 



Hey – ה: 
The ancient script has this letter pictured as , 

which is ‘a man standing with his arms raised out’. 
This word can also mean “behold, look, breath, 
sigh and reveal or revelation”; from the idea of 
revealing a great sight by pointing it out. It also 

carries for us the meaning of surrender, as we lift 
up our hands and submit to יהוה as we lift our 
hands in praise, declaring His authority under 

which we humbly submit! 



Therefore, we can see that this wave offering of 
the two loaves is a proclamation of that which has 
been renewed, made new, and by the rendering of 
these pictures, we can see that it declares to us: 



THE COVENANT OF LIFE HAS BEEN SECURED BY THE 
REVEALED WORD WHO IS TO BE PRAISED, 

or: 
BEHOLD THE SEAL OF THE COVENANT THAT IS 

RENEWED AND SECURED BY THE WORD WHO WAS 
LIFTED UP AND WHO IS TO BE PRAISED! 

Or: 
BEHOLD THE COVENANT HAS BEEN RENEWED AND 

WE HAVE BEEN ADDED AND SECURED BY THE 
REVEALED WORD WHO IS TO BE PRAISED!  



Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 31:31-33 “See, the days 
are coming,” declares יהוה, “when I shall make a 
renewed covenant with the house of Yisra’ěl and 

with the house of Yehuḏah, 
32.not like the covenant I made with their fathers 
in the day when I strengthened their hand to bring 

them out of the land of Mitsrayim, My covenant 
which they broke, though I was a husband to 

them,” declares יהוה. 



33.“For this is the covenant I shall make with the 
house of Yisra’ěl after those days, declares יהוה: I 
shall put My Torah in their inward parts, and write 
it on their hearts. And I shall be their Elohim, and 

they shall be My people.



These verses are quoted in Iḇ’rim/Hebrew 8, and 
what we celebrate today, is this very promise that 

has been given to us by יהוה, our Mighty Elohim – for 
His Torah is now on our hearts. 

At Mount Sinai 3000 died as a result of rebellion and 
on this day at Mount Tsiyon, and the renewal of the 
Covenant, sealed by the outpouring of the Spirit, 
3000 were added to the number of the body that 
day – a complete restoration of death to life, that 
His Word proclaims for us who call upon His Name 

and guard to do His commands! 



Heb 8:8  For finding fault with them, He says, 
“See, the days are coming,” says יהוה, “when I 

shall conclude with the house of Yisra’ěl and with 
the house of Yehuḏah a renewed covenant, 

Heb 8:9  not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day when I took 

them by the hand to lead them out of the land of 
Mitsrayim, because they did not continue in My 
covenant, and I disregarded them,” says יהוה.

verseid:58.8.8
verseid:58.8.9


Heb 8:10  “Because this is the covenant that I shall 
make with the house of Yisra’ěl after those days, says 
 giving My laws in their mind, and I shall write ,יהוה

them on their hearts, and I shall be their Elohim, and 
they shall be My people. 

Heb 8:11  “And they shall by no means teach each 
one his neighbour, and each one his brother, saying, 

‘Know יהוה,’ because they all shall know Me, from the 
least of them to the greatest of them. 
Heb 8:12  “Because I shall forgive their 

unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
lawlessnesses I shall no longer remember.”

verseid:58.8.10
verseid:58.8.11
verseid:58.8.12


Verse 14 – therefore be separate 
Num 8:14  “Thus you shall separate the Lěwites 

from among the children of Yisra’ěl, and the 
Lěwites shall be Mine. 

verseid:4.8.14


It was through these instructions, given by יהוה 
through Mosheh to Aharon, that the Lěwites were 
separated unto יהוה. We recognise how Messiah 
fulfilled all the requirements of the Torah, in 

order to cause us to be a people separated unto 
 !יהוה



The word used for separate, in the Hebrew, is ָּבַדל 
baḏal – Strong’s H914 and means, ‘to be divided, 
sever, separate, came over, make a distinction’. 

When we are separated from the world, we are to 
make a clear distinction between that which is of 
the world and that which is of Elohim and our lives 

should clearly shine that distinction. 
Although we are in the world, we are not of the 

world and so, we are to sever those things of 
darkness from our lives that have no place in the 

light of His Truth. 



The first time that this root word ָּבַדל baḏal – 
Strong’s H914 is used, in Scripture, is right back in: 
Berěshith/Genesis 1:4 “And Elohim saw the light, 
that it was good. And Elohim separated the light 

from the darkness.” 
Elohim separated the light from the darkness!!! 



Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a set-apart nation, a people for a 

possession, that you should proclaim the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His marvellous light.” 

 declared the end from the beginning – He has יהוה
separated light from darkness and we have been called 

out of darkness and so we should live as such as we walk 
as children of light: 

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 5:8 “For you were once darkness, 
but now you are light in the Master. Walk as children of 

light” 



In learning to walk as children of light, we see 
that this word ָּבַדל baḏal – Strong’s H914 is also 

used in: 
Wayyiqra/Leviticus 10:10 “so as to make a 

distinction between the set-apart and the profane, 
and between the unclean and the clean” 

Wayyiqra/Leviticus 11:47 “to make a distinction 
between the unclean and the clean, and between 

the living creature that is eaten and the living 
creature that is not eaten.” 



It is יהוה who has separated us from all peoples, to 
be a set-apart nation unto Him and therefore we 
are called to make a clear distinction between 
what is clean and what is not, and so by the 

hearing of His Torah and the obedience of keeping 
His Times and laws we are called to active 

separation from that which is not pleasing to Him! 



Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 6:17 “Therefore, 
“Come out from among them and be separate, 

says יהוה, and do not touch what is unclean, and I 
shall receive you.” 

Being separated involves a ‘coming out’ from 
among that which is foreign and contrary to the 

Torah and the ability to properly separate oneself 
from that which is common or profanes! 



The Greek word used here for ‘separate’ is 
ἀφορίζω aphorizō – Strong’s G873 which means, 
‘to mark off by boundaries, ostracise, separate, 

set-apart’ and comes from the two words: 
1 – ἀπό apo – Strong’s G575 which is a preposition 

and primitive particle, meaning, ‘from, away 
from, against’ and 

2 – ὁρίζω horizon – Strong’s G3724 which means, 
‘predetermined, fixed, appointed, to mark off by 

boundaries’. 



What is very clear, throughout Scripture, is that 
we are called to come out and be separate. 

If we do not heed this call to come out and be 
separate then we may find ourselves among those 
whom the Messengers of יהוה will ‘separate’ from 

the congregation!



We must be serious and be sure that we have and 
continue to separate ourselves and be committed 
to not touch what is unclean, and recognised that 
even our marriages are not to be mixed with the 

nations: 



Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 6:14 “Do not become 
unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what 

partnership have righteousness and lawlessness? 
And what fellowship has light with darkness?” 



When we are confidently committed to walking in 
obedience then we will ensure that we are 

‘separated’ from darkness, even while we sojourn 
here amidst a dark world, that our path of walking 

in righteousness is like the light of dawn, that 
shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. 



Verse 16 – we are wholly given over to Him 
Num 8:16  “For they are given ones, given to Me 
from among the children of Yisra’ěl. I have taken 

them for Myself instead of all who open the womb, 
the first-born of all the children of Yisra’ěl.

verseid:4.8.16


In verse 16 we see the term – ‘given ones’ which in 
the Hebrew is נְִתינִים Nethinim – plural of the root 

word נַָתן Nathan – Strong’s H5414 which means, ‘to 
give, put, set, appointed, delivered, given, 

placed’. 
We have been delivered and appointed to serve 
our Master and Saviour, given to Him – for He has 

chosen us!



Verse 17-18 – Lěwites taken instead of 
the first born! 

Num 8:17  “For all the first-born among the 
children of Yisra’ěl are Mine, both man and beast. 

On the day that I struck all the first-born in the 
land of Mitsrayim I set them apart unto Myself. 

Num 8:18  “And I have taken the Lěwites instead 
of all the first-born of the children of Yisra’ěl. 

verseid:4.8.17
verseid:4.8.18


In Mitsrayim, all the first born who did not have the 
blood of the Pěsaḥ Lamb on their doorposts were 

killed, and the firstborn of those houses of Yisra’ĕl 
who had the covering of the Pěsaḥ Lamb on their 

doorposts and were passed over, were set-apart for 
 and He then took the tribe of Lĕwi to replace ,יהוה
the firstborn among all the children of Yisra’ĕl, in 
order to set-apart a priesthood that would serve in 

the Tabernacle and perform the duties of the 
service unto Elohim on behalf of the entire nation! 



Verse 19 – given as gifts to the  
High Priest 

Num 8:19  “And I have given the Lěwites as a gift to 
Aharon and his sons from among the children of 

Yisra’ěl, to do the service of the children of Yisra’ěl 
in the Tent of Appointment, and to make atonement 
for the children of Yisra’ěl, that there be no plague 
among the children of Yisra’ěl when the children of 

Yisra’ěl come near the set-apart place.” 

verseid:4.8.19


The Lěwites were given as gifts to Aharon and his sons 
to do the service of the children of Yisra’ĕl. 

And here we see too that we today have been given 
gifts to serve the body of Messiah (Yisra’ĕl)! 

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 4 speaks of how יהושע has 
appointed certain gifts to serve and mature the body 
and we also see in Qorintiyim Aleph/1 Corinthians 12 

speaks of the various gifts appointed by the One Master 
to the body in order to serve and build up the body as 
we serve our High Priest having been cleansed, set-

apart and given to Him through His Own Blood! 



The age for active service for the Lěwites was 
from 25 – 50 years old. 

The service and duties of the priesthood was from 
30 years old and so we see here that there would 

be 5 years preparation of active duty before a 
Lĕwite could enter into the service of the 

priesthood. 
We must always realise that all priests were 
Lěwites, but not all Lěwites were priests! 



What is also a very powerful prophetic shadow 
picture being given here, in this verse 19, in 

regards to the Lěwites being ‘given’ to Aharon, as 
a gift to do service, is that we see how we, as a 

called-out, chosen and set-apart priesthood, have 
been ‘given’ to our Master, High Priest and King! 
When יהושע Messiah was praying to the Father (as 

a clear means of instructing us), He expressed that 
all that were given to Him were not lost, except 

the son of destruction: 



Yoḥanan/John 17:12 “When I was with them in the 
world, I was guarding them in Your Name which 

You have given Me, and I watched over them, and 
not one of them perished except the son of 

destruction, that the Scripture might be filled.” 
As a ‘type’, the Father gave Messiah all of us in 

order to serve the body! 



When יהושע Messiah was arrested, those who came to 
arrest Him fell backwards at His words declaring that 

He is the I AM. 
Yoḥanan/John 18:8-9 “יהושע answered, “I said to you 
that I am. If, then, you seek Me, allow these to go,” 9 
in order that the word might be filled which He spoke, 
“Of those whom You have given Me, I have lost none.”” 
In our Master, יהושע Messiah, the priesthood is guarded 
and watched over, and stands securely footed to serve! 



Verse 21 – The Lěwites cleansed 
themselves and washed their garments! 
Num 8:21  And the Lěwites cleansed themselves 
and washed their garments, and Aharon waved 
them, a wave offering before יהוה, and Aharon 
made atonement for them to cleanse them. 

verseid:4.8.21


Before Aharon ‘waved’ the Lěwites we take note 
of a very important action that the Lěwites did, as 

they cleansed themselves and washed their 
garments! This is a powerful lesson for us to 

recognise as we see that we all have an individual 
responsibility to cleanse ourselves and make sure 

our garments and kept clean! 



The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘and 
cleansed themselves’ is written as וַּיְִתַחְּטאּו – 

vayyithḥatteu and comes from the primitive root 
verb ָחָטא ḥata – Strong’s H2398 which means, ‘to 

miss the mark, do wrong, incur guilt, fail to reach’ 
and can also mean, ‘cleansed, purified, purify 

oneself’. 
It is written in the ‘hithpael verb tense’, which 

renders the reflexive action, which can render the 
meaning, ‘to purify oneself from uncleanness’.  



What we can clearly see, being written here, is 
that the Lěwites cleansed themselves from all that 

is wrong and this pictures for us a wonderful 
lesson on putting off all falsehood and defilement 
of the flesh, in order to walk in set-apartness and 

serve in Spirit and Truth! 


