
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Numbers 16:1-18:32 
Haftarah: 1 Samuel 11:14-12:22 

#38 Korach (ֹקַרח)— Hebrew for the name 
“Korah,” which in turn means “baldness, 

ice, hail, or frost,”



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

#38 Korach (ֹקַרח)— Hebrew for the name “Korah,” 
which in turn means “baldness, ice, hail, or frost,”

Chapter 16)Focus on Korach’s rebellion and the 
250 wanting to be priests.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

#38 Korach (ֹקַרח)— Hebrew for the name “Korah,” 
which in turn means “baldness, ice, hail, or frost,”

Chapter 17)Focus on the plague due to rebellion 
killing 14,700 in Israel. Aaron’s rod becomes a sign 

by Elohim against those grumbling 



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

#38 Korach (ֹקַרח)— Hebrew for the name “Korah,” 
which in turn means “baldness, ice, hail, or frost,”
Chapter 18)The Responsibility of the sons of Aaron 

being Priests. 



Num 16:4  And when Mosheh heard, he fell on his 
face, 

Num 16:5  and spoke to Qoraḥ and all his company, 
saying, “Tomorrow morning יהוה shall make known 

who is His and who is set-apart, and bring him 
near to Him. And let Him bring near to Him the 

one whom He chooses. 
Num 16:6  “Do this: Take fire holders, Qoraḥ and 

all your company,



Num 16:7  and put fire in them and put incense in 
them before יהוה tomorrow. And it shall be that the 
one whom יהוה chooses is the set-apart one. Enough 

of you, sons of Lěwi!” 
Num 16:8  And Mosheh said to Qoraḥ, “Hear now, 

you sons of Lěwi: 
Num 16:9  “Is it little to you that the Elohim of 

Yisra’ěl has separated you from the congregation of 
Yisra’ěl, to bring you near to Himself, to perform 
the service of the Dwelling Place of יהוה, and to 
stand before the congregation to serve them,



Num 16:10  and that He has brought you near to 
Himself, you and all your brothers, the sons of 
Lěwi, with you? Yet you seek the priesthood as 

well? 
Num 16:11  “Therefore you and all your company 
are set against יהוה. And Aharon, what is he that 

you grumble against him?”



Verse 5-11 – Message to Qoraḥ 
This is a message that Mosheh spoke to Qoraḥ and 

all who were with him. 
It is still a very clear message today to all who 

have assumed to take their own position of 
authority in how they live their life; and the Torah 

speaks clearly to them all: 



By the way you draw near and bring your fire 
holder – will be made known as to whether it is 

the correct way to draw near or not – for יהוה will 
make known who He has chosen, and will judge 

according to His Torah. 



Many who rebel against the need to submit and walk in the 
Torah have a very big awakening and shocking sentence 
coming. There are so many who, in their rebellious and 
stiff necked state in refusing to walk in the Torah, while 

having the perception that what they are doing is right and 
justified and try to lay claim to an assumed position of 
authority in Messiah, will find themselves having fallen 
very short of being found to be walking in the righteous 
standards of the Torah, and shall be exposed for their 

rebellion against the authority of The True Messiah – The 
Living Torah – and their heads will be exposed as having 

been ‘shaved’ of their willingness to love and obey Elohim 
by guarding His commands:



Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who 
says to Me, ‘Master, Master,’ shall enter into the 

reign of the heavens, but he who is doing the 
desire of My Father in the heavens. 22 “Many shall 
say to Me in that day, ‘Master, Master, have we not 
prophesied in Your Name, and cast out demons in 
Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your 
Name?’ 23 “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you, depart from Me, you who work 

lawlessness!’” 



There is a clear difference between those who are 
‘with’ יהוה and submit and walk in His Torah as a 
fervent and zealous expression of their love for 

Him, as opposed to those who just want יהוה to be 
with them in their selfish pursuit of trying to claim 

all the blessings that are contained in His Word, 
yet are clearly unwilling to follow the clear 

directions of His Torah, as given through Mosheh 
and revealed by the life, death and resurrection of 

Messiah – the Living Torah! 



Verse 9 – Isn’t being chosen enough? 
When Mosheh confronted the rebels in verse 9, he 
in effect was saying to them words that we need 
to take heed of today too and that is that he said 
in a nutshell, “is it a small matter to you that you 
have been chosen to serve יהוה – what more do you 

want?” 



Kěpha Aleph/1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a set-apart nation, a 

people for a possession, that you should proclaim 
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 

into His marvellous light” 

Wayyiqra/Leviticus 25:55 “Because the children of 
Yisra’ĕl are servants to Me, they are My servants 

whom I brought out of the land of Mitsrayim. I am 
 ”.your Elohim יהוה



The Hebrew root word for ‘chosen’ is ָּבַחר baḥar – 
Strong’s H977 and means, ‘to choose, choicest, 
selected, preferred’, and this word is used to 
express that choosing which has ultimate and 

eternal significance. 
We see in Scripture how יהוה chooses a people, 

certain tribes, specific individuals, and a place for 
His Name; and in all these cases service and 

obedience is at the heart of the choosing. Thus, יהוה 
chose Yisra’ĕl to be set-apart and thereby to serve 

as His witness among the nations. 



Qoraḥ had been separated for service – yet he didn’t 
really want to serve, as he only wanted the power of 
leadership to rule over many who would serve him. 
Qoraḥ wanted the priesthood, yet certainly did not 
understand what the priesthood entailed. Dathan 

and Aḇiram wanted the good life now! 
We see 2 agendas brewing out of this uprising – one 

is for the priesthood and power to rule and the other 
is for fleshly desires and worldly lusts to be 

satisfied. 



This is a classic picture of what the Organized Religious  
and pockets Christianity seeks without true submission to 
the Truth: They seek to hold spiritual power and worldly 
wealth and so be able to control a ‘one world system’ 

where they pull all the strings and enslave a people under 
their authority that runs contrary to the Authority of the 

Torah of Elohim! 
One of the problems that Qoraḥ and his rebellion picture 

for us to day, is the reality of how some will cause fighting 
and striving within the body, when they do not get their 
way or what they want! When considering this rebellious 
event, I cannot help but think of Ya’aqoḇ/James Chapter 

4.



Ya’aqoḇ/James 4:1-4 “Where do fightings and strivings 
come from among you? Do they not come from your 

pleasures that battle in your members?  
2.You desire, and do not have. You murder, and are 

jealous, and are unable to obtain. You strive and fight, 
and you do not possess, because you do not ask.   

3.You ask and do not receive, because you ask evilly, 
in order to spend it on your pleasures.  

4.Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with Elohim? 

Whoever therefore intends to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of Elohim.”



These words of Ya’aqoḇ would have been spoken 
here to Qoraḥ and those who joined to him in 

rebellion, and we must always be careful to not 
fall into rebellion by speaking against the Word 

and not be found resisting the called for 
submission. 

These guys were rebelling against their leaders, 
and this is not permitted! We also see in: 



1Sa 15:23  “For rebellion is as the sin of 
divination, and stubbornness is as wickedness and 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of 
”.He also does reject you as sovereign ,יהוה



Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 13:7 “Remember those leading you, 
who spoke the Word of Elohim to you. Consider the 

outcome of their way of life and imitate their belief.” 
Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 13:17 “Obey those leading you, and 
be subject to them, for they watch for your lives, as 
having to give account. Let them do so with joy and 
not groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 

you.” 
The bottom line is this – there is no advantage for 

those who grumble and rebel against the Authority of 
Elohim! 



Num 16:12  And Mosheh sent to call Dathan and 
Aḇiram the sons of Eliyaḇ, but they said, “We are 

not coming up! 
Num 16:13  “Is it little that you have brought us up 
out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill 
us in the wilderness, that you would also seize 

total rule over us?



Num 16:14  “Also, you have not brought us into a 
land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us 
inheritance of fields and vineyards. Would you 

bore out the eyes of these men? We are not 
coming up!”



Verse 12-14 Mosheh called for Dathan and Aḇiram 
and they refused to come and made all their 

slanderous accusations from a distance! This is 
exactly the same thing we see happening so often 
today – the ones who are criticising and making 

rash statements of slander and negative gossip do 
so ‘from a distance’. And what do people do form 

a distance? 
They twist words and ‘bend the truth’ so to speak! 

This is exactly what Dathan and Aḇiram did. 



In verse 13 they are accusing Mosheh of taking them 
away from the land of milk and honey just to seize 

total rule over them! 
This is a serious thing – when people twist the Words of 
 יהוה Rebellion against the instructions (Torah) of !יהוה
will cause those who rebel to see enslavement in the 

world as that which flows with milk and honey and call 
it freedom! They wanted to go back to Mitsrayim and 
were highly upset with Mosheh – יהוה’s chosen leader 
who was to instruct and guide the children of Yisra’ĕl 

to that which had been promised. 



Their accusation against Mosheh in saying that Mosheh 
wanted to seize total rule over them is the typical 

response of so many today who refuse to walk in the 
Torah when they say slanderous statements ‘from a 
distance’ like, “You are trying to put us under law”! 
I say, ‘from a distance’, simply because they do not 
want to ‘draw near’ according to the instructions of 
 and by their own standards, they assume that יהוה

they know best, and wilfully reject the authority of 
the Torah as represented by Mosheh! 



So many misguided rebels today think that the Torah 
kills, yet we see in Scripture the opposite: 

Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 32:45-47 “And when Mosheh 
ended speaking all these words to all Yisra’ĕl, 46.he 
said to them, “Set your heart on all the words with 
which I warn you today, so that you command your 
children to guard to do all the Words of this Torah.  

47.“For it is not a worthless Word for you, because it 
is your life, and by this Word you prolong your days on 
the soil which you pass over the Yardĕn to possess.” 



Dathan and Aḇiram were accusing Mosheh (a picture 
of Torah) of taking them away from the land of milk 
and honey, when in fact they were on their way to 
the land flowing with milk and honey and were to 

heed the instructions of Mosheh when they enter in: 
Deḇarim/Deuteronomy 27:3 “and write on them all 
the Words of this Torah, when you have passed over, 
so that you go into the land which יהוה your Elohim 
is giving you, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey,’ 
as יהוה Elohim of your fathers has spoken to you.”  



When Yisra’ĕl was in Mitsrayim they had no Torah – they 
were enslaved to a world system – and that is what Dathan 

and Aḇiram wanted to go back to. 
As soon as people who come out of the lawless church 
system and start to walk the Torah walk, some of them 

grow tired and weary and begin to grumble when they no 
longer wish to submit to the Torah of Freedom that calls 
for a loving obedience of walking in the commands, but 

rather want to resort to a ‘lawless’ mind-set and call that 
the freedom they long for and twist the Truth to appease 

their rebellion and disobedience! 
Mishlĕ/Proverbs 28:4 “Those who forsake the Torah praise 
the wrong, those who guard the Torah strive with them.”



How true was this here with Qoraḥ and Dathan and Aḇiram!!! 
They, who were forsaking the requirements to follow the 

leading and instructions of Mosheh (Torah) praised each other 
in their wrong and even began to praise Mitsrayim for being 
the land flowing with milk and honey, and they were striving 

with those who guard the Word! 
Verse 14 we see that their inability to see the Truth increases 
as they begin to blame Mosheh for not having brought them 

into the land as promised – as if it was Mosheh’s fault. 
They quickly forgot how they had all fallen prey to the 

negative report of the 10 spies and as a result were 
sentenced to die in the Wilderness and spend 40 years 

sojourning until that complaining generation had passed 
away.



Now they wanted to blame Mosheh for their own 
negative rebellion! 

All that these guys were after was their physical 
well-being and material wealth – never mind that 

they had the presence of יהוה!!! 
They did not like the leadership that they were to 

listen to and so they rebelled and refused to 
listen! This is how you will be able to recognise 
the leader that you DO NOT NEED – if you are 

comfortable with everything they say!!! 



By that, I mean if you are simply seeking those 
who will tickle your ears and not give sound 
teaching – then realise that they are not true 

leaders. 
A true leader will lead in humility and rightly 

handle the Word of Truth, even when it hurts and 
a true leader does not have to cater to the 

weaknesses of others and compromise standards in 
fear of not receiving from those who are supposed 

to support them. 



Timotiyos Bět/2 Timothy 4:3 “For there shall be a 
time when they shall not bear sound teaching, but 
according to their own desires, they shall heap up 

for themselves teachers tickling the ear” 
Timotiyos Bět/2 Timothy 4:2 “Proclaim the Word! 

Be urgent in season, out of season. Reprove, warn, 
appeal, with all patience and teaching.” 

Titos/Titus 1:9 “clinging to the trustworthy word, 
according to the teaching, in order to be able both 

to encourage by sound teaching, and to reprove 
those who oppose it.”



Num 16:15  And Mosheh became very displeased, 
and said to יהוה, “Do not respect their offering. I 
have not taken one donkey from them, nor have I 

done harm to any of them.”



Verse 15 – Mosheh now becomes very displeased – In 
other words he was getting really angry and tells יהוה to 

not accept their offering!!! He made it clear that he 
did not take anyone’s donkey, nor done any harm to any 
and these are very similar words that we see Shemuʼěl 

speaking in: 
Shemuʼěl Aleph/1 Samuel 12:3 “Look, here I am. 
Witness against me before יהוה and before His 

anointed: Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have 
I taken, or whom have I oppressed? Whom have I 

abused, or from whose hand have I received any bribe 
with which to blind my eyes? – then I restore it to you.”



These were words he spoke when they wanted a 
king like all the nations while they had rejected 

Elohim as their Sovereign! 
One’s ox or donkey speaks of that which one would 

use to plough a field or carry a burden/load of 
goods. Mosheh and Shemuʼěl are both making it 
clear here that they did not take advantage of 

anyone and did not load any burden upon them. 



When we see how both Mosheh and Shemuʼěl are 
basically saying the same thing, we can see a 
wonderful picture of how the Torah and the 

Prophets are not burdensome and it does not steal 
from you, but rather, it brings life and support and 
sustenance! יהושע tells us that He did not come to 

do away with the Torah and the Prophets but rather 
He came to fully meet its requirements that we may 
be able to follow in Him and meet the requirements 
of the Torah as we too carry one another’s burdens. 



Num 16:16  Then Mosheh said to Qoraḥ, 
“Tomorrow, you and all your company shall be 
there before יהוה, you and they and Aharon. 

Num 16:17  “And take each one his fire holder, and 
you shall put incense in it. And let each one bring 
his fire holder before יהוה, two hundred and fifty 
fire holders, and you and Aharon, each one with 

his fire holder.”



Num 16:18  So each one took his fire holder, and 
put fire in it, and laid incense on it, and stood at 
the door of the Tent of Appointment with Mosheh 

and Aharon. 
Num 16:19  And Qoraḥ assembled all the 

congregation against them at the door of the Tent 
of Appointment. Then the esteem of יהוה appeared 

to all the congregation.



Num 16:20  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, and to 
Aharon, saying, 

Num 16:21  “Separate yourselves from the midst 
of this congregation, and let Me consume them in 

a moment.” 
Num 16:22  But they fell on their faces, and said, 
“O Ěl, Elohim of the spirits of all flesh! When one 

man sins, are You wroth with all the 
congregation?” 



Num 16:23  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 16:24  “Speak to the congregation, saying, 

‘Move away from around the tents of Qoraḥ, 
Dathan, and Aḇiram.’ ” 

Num 16:25  So Mosheh rose up and went to Dathan 
and Aḇiram, and the elders of Yisra’ěl followed 

him.



Num 16:26  And he spoke to the congregation, 
saying, “Please turn away from the tents of these 

wrong men! Do not touch whatever belongs to 
them, lest you be consumed in all their sins.” 

Num 16:27  Then they moved away from around 
the tents of Qoraḥ, Dathan, and Aḇiram. And 
Dathan and Aḇiram came out and stood at the 
door of their tents, with their wives, and their 

sons, and their little children.



Num 16:28  And Mosheh said, “By this you know 
that יהוה has sent me to do all these works, that 

they are not from my own heart. 
Num 16:29  “If these die as all men do, or if they 

are visited as all men are visited, then יהוה has not 
sent me. 



Num 16:30  “But if יהוה creates what is unheard 
of, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows 
them up with all that belongs to them, and they 
go down alive into She’ol, then you shall know 

that these men have scorned יהוה.”  
Num 16:31  And it came to be, as he ended 

speaking all these words, that the ground under 
them split apart,



Num 16:32  and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed them up, with their households and all 

the men with Qoraḥ, with all their goods. 
Num 16:33  So they and all those with them went 
down alive into She’ol, and the earth closed over 
them, and they perished from the midst of the 

assembly.



Num 16:34  And all Yisra’ěl who were round about 
them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the 

earth swallow us up!” 
Num 16:35  And a fire came out from יהוה and 
consumed the two hundred and fifty men who 

were offering incense. 



Verse 16-35 THE TEST – BRING YOUR FIRE HOLDER! 
All 250 leaders that had been gathered in the joint 
rebellion of Qoraḥ and his men were now told to 

get their fire holders, put fire in them and 
assemble before the door of the Tent of 

Appointment. Qoraḥ was the leader who gathered 
all the congregation together, and he may even 
have seen this as an opportunity to put Mosheh 

and Aharon down! 



At that point, the esteem of יהוה appears and יהוה 
tells Mosheh and Aharon to separate themselves from 
the congregation so that He could wipe them out in a 

moment! 
And once again, we see Mosheh and Aharon fall on 
their faces and intercede for the congregation and 

appeal to יהוה, as Mosheh, although very angry, knew 
that it was not the whole congregation that was 

guilty, and here a clear separation is made when יהוה 
then tells Mosheh to speak to Yisra’ĕl and command 
them to move away from the tents of the rebel ring 

leaders.



Mosheh then went and spoke to the congregation 
and in verse 26 he says, ‘turn way’ from these 
wrong men and ‘do not touch’ what belongs to 

them or else you too will be consumed! 
The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘turn away’ 

comes from the root word ׂשּור sur – Strong’s 
H5493 which means, ‘turn aside, depart, avoid, 

be removed from’. 
Turn away – leave – depart – come out from among 

them!!!



The Hebrew root word that is translated here as 
‘touch’ is נָגַע naga – Strong’s H5060 which means, 
‘to touch, strike, reach, cause to touch, join’; 
and the Greek word used in the LXX (Septuagint) 

is ἅπτοµαι haptomai – Strong’s G680 which 
means, ‘touch, fasten oneself to, cling’ and is 

used to describe the practice of having no 
fellowship with pagan practices, as we see the 

clear command given in:



Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 6:17 “Therefore, “Come out 
from among them and be separate, says יהוה, and do not 

touch what is unclean, and I shall receive you.” 
The Greek word translated as ‘not’ is µή mē – Strong’s G3361 

which is a primary participle of a qualified negation, 
meaning, ‘not, know, neither, none’ 

We see Sha’ul warning the believers in Colossae with this too: 
Qolasim/Colossians 2:20-22 “If, then, you died with Messiah 
from the elementary matters of the world, why, as though 

living in the world, do you subject yourselves to dogmas: 21 
“Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle” – 22 which are all 
to perish with use – according to the commands and teachings 

of men?”



In these words, we see Sha’ul saying not to touch, 
taste or handle that which is of the world and has 

been the construct of dogmas that have been 
enforced through traditions which are developed 
according to the command and teachings of men! 
The reason that I am highlighting these words and 
its uses in various verses is to simply point out the 
wonderful work that our Master and Redeemer has 

done for us, as He was stricken for our 
transgressions, cleansing us from that which defiles 
and now, we are to makes sure we do not touch that 
which does not pertain to complete set-apartness!



Ḥazon/Revelation 18:4 “And I heard another voice 
from the heaven saying, “Come out of her, my 
people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you 

receive of her plagues.” 

Yeshayahu/Isaiah 52:11 “Turn aside! Turn aside! 
Come out from there, touch not the unclean. 

Come out of her midst, be clean, you who bear 
the vessels of יהוה.” 



Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 51:6 “Flee from the midst of 
Baḇel, and let each one save his life! Do not be 

cut off in her crookedness, for this is the time of 
the vengeance of יהוה, the recompense He is 

repaying her.” 

Yirmeyahu/Jeremiah 51:45 “Come out of her 
midst, My people! And let everyone deliver his 
being from the burning displeasure of יהוה.” 



What is worth taking note of is that this root word 
 sur – Strong’s H5493 which is used as a ׂשּור

command for the children of Yisra’ĕl to ‘turn 
away’ from the troublemakers, is the same root 
word used to describe Yisra’ĕl as being ‘rebels’ 

who have rebelled against יהוה in: 
Yeḥezqěl/Ezekiel 2:3 “And He said to me, “Son of 
man, I am sending you to the children of Yisra’ĕl, 
to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against 
Me. They and their fathers have transgressed 

against Me, until this day.”



Rebels who have rebelled!  

The first word that is translated as ‘rebels’ is סּור 
sur – Strong’s H5493 meaning, ‘turn, turn aside, 
depart from a way, avoid, be removed from, put 

away’; while the second word translated as 
‘rebels’ is ָסַרר sarar – Strong’s H5637 which means, 

‘stubborn, rebellious, backslide’. 



What we can see from this instruction to turn 
away, given by Mosheh, is the clear call to turn 
away from those who have turned away! This is 

what it also means to come out and be separate – 
turn away from those who refuse to obey, or else 

they will affect you and cause you to be led 
astray, along with them! 

Mosheh then said that if these men would die as 
other men do then it was not from יהוה, but if they 

died by what is unheard of then it is of יהוה. 



To make this statement before a congregation of 
misfits took great confidence, and this was a true 

test of a true prophet – the people who had 
opened up their mouth against Mosheh would now 

be swallowed up by the earth opening up its 
mouth and swallowing up not only those who 

rebelled and brought false and slanderous 
accusations against Mosheh, but it swallowed up 

everything they owned too.



Anyone who had not turned away from them 
would be swallowed up too! 

So many people today are procrastinating in their 
need to come out and be separate, and this is a 

very dangerous thing! Let us hear the clear call to 
come out and be set-apart, as we guard the Torah 
with joy and no longer grumble against that which 

we have been commanded to do! 



Verse 35 – fire consumes the 250 leaders who were 
offering incense: 

Tas’loniqim Bět/2 Thessalonians 1:8 “in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on those who do not know 
Elohim, and on those who do not obey the Good 

News of our Master יהושע Messiah” 
Our Elohim is a consuming fire and His fiery wrath 

is coming to destroy the sons of disobedience! 



What is important for us to take note of here is 
that the fire of Elohim destroyed those who 

presumptuously did as they pleased. 
These 250 rebels were those who were offering 

incense and this carries a powerful picture for us 
of so many who claim to be believers and think 
that their prayers and service are acceptable 

before Elohim, yet they are in for a fiery wrath 
that is coming upon those who work lawlessness! 



Num 16:36  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 16:37  “Say to El‛azar, son of Aharon the 

priest, to pick up the fire holders out of the blaze, 
for they are set-apart, and scatter the fire some 

distance away. 



Num 16:38  “The fire holders of these men who 
sinned against their own lives, let them be made 
into beaten plates as a covering for the slaughter-

place. Because they brought them before יהוה, 
therefore they are set-apart. And let them 
become a sign to the children of Yisra’ěl.” 

Num 16:39  And El‛azar the priest took the bronze 
fire holders, which those who were burned up had 
brought, and they were beaten out as a covering 

on the slaughter-place –



Num 16:40  a remembrance to the children of 
Yisra’ěl that no stranger who is not of the seed of 
Aharon, should come near to offer incense before 
 and not be like Qoraḥ and his company – as ,יהוה

.had said to him through Mosheh יהוה



In verse 36-40 we see that Elʽazar was then 
instructed to take the 250 fire holders of those 
who had been consumed and make them into a 

beaten plate for the Slaughter Place, as a sign and 
remembrance to Yisra’ĕl forever, so that no 

stranger who is not of the seed of Aharon should 
ever come near to offer incense before יהוה. 

This was a clear statement being made here – and 
that was that there would only be One Mediator 
and Intercessor and none of these men who were 

consumed would ever be it – only One:



Yeshayahu/Isaiah 42:8 “I am יהוה, that is My Name, 
and My esteem I do not give to another, nor My 

praise to idols.” 

Timotiyos Aleph/1 Timothy 2:5 “For there is one 
Elohim, and one Mediator between Elohim and 

men, the Man Messiah יהושע” 



We are able to come near to offer up our prayers and 
petitions and thanksgiving before 

Iḇ’rim/Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we have a 
great High Priest who has passed through the 

heavens, יהושע the Son of Elohim, let us hold fast our 
confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest 

unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but One 
who was tried in all respects as we are, apart from 

sin. 16 Therefore, let us come boldly to the throne of 
favour, in order to receive compassion, and find 

favour for timely help.” 



This also carries a sobering warning against those who cast 
aside the Torah of Elohim, while thinking that they have 
claim to His Covenant promises! When considering this I 
am reminded of the words contained in as Psalm that 

highlights the clear truth that those who cast aside the 
Torah will not be heard, while the obedient will! 

Tehillah/Psalm 50:14-23 “Slaughter thanksgiving to Elohim, 
and pay your vows to the Most–High. 15 And call upon Me 
in the day of distress – let Me rescue you, and you esteem 
Me. 16 But to the wrong Elohim said, “What right have you 
to recite My laws, or take My covenant in your mouth, 17 

while you hated instruction and cast My Words behind you?



18 When you saw a thief, you were pleased with 
him, and you take part with adulterers. 19 You let 
your mouth loose to evil, and your tongue frames 
deceit. 20 You sit, speak against your brother; you 
slander your own mother’s son. 21 You have done 

this, and I kept silent; you have thought that I was 
altogether like you – I rebuke you, and set it in 

order before your eyes. 22 Understand this please, 
you who forget Eloah, lest I tear you in pieces, with 

no one to deliver: 23 Whoever slaughters praise 
esteems Me; and to him who prepares a way, I show 

the deliverance of Elohim.”



Num 16:41  But all the congregation of the 
children of Yisra’ěl grumbled against Mosheh and 
against Aharon on the next day, saying, “You, you 

have killed the people of יהוה.” 



Verse 41 – THEY MOAN AGAIN! 
It seems as if they just do not learn – they have 

seen the 10 spies being dealt with, they have seen 
how Qoraḥ and all his men were swallowed up and 
they had seen how the 250 were consumed with 

fire – yet they persisted in moaning and they 
blamed the deaths on Mosheh and Aharon!!! This is 

a picture of so many today, believe it or not! 



So many will not stop complaining as they want to 
complain yet are unwilling to be corrected. 

And then they once again accuse Mosheh and 
Aharon! Mosheh and Aharon did not kill them; 

however, the spiritually blind will always 
misinterpret the Word and Work of יהוה and they 

will, with great aggression in their words, come up 
against the anointed and appointed of יהוה. 



Num 16:42  And it came to be, when the 
congregation assembled against Mosheh and 

against Aharon, that they turned toward the Tent 
of Appointment. And see, the cloud covered it, 

and the esteem of יהוה appeared. 
Num 16:43  And Mosheh and Aharon came before 

the Tent of Appointment.



Num 16:44  And יהוה spoke to Mosheh, saying, 
Num 16:45  “Arise from amidst this congregation, 
and let Me consume them in a moment.” And they 

fell on their faces.



Verse 44-45 יהוה again tells Mosheh to leave this 
people so He can consume them in a moment, and 
once again Mosheh and Aharon fall on their faces – 

they had such a great heart of intercession – 
something we can learn greatly from, as I am sure 
that most of us would have moved out of the way 
by now – not these two and this is a picture of the 
loving commitment of our Saviour and King, יהושע 

Messiah! 



Verse 45 – יהוה tells Mosheh to ‘arise’ from amidst 
the congregation. This is the third time in this 
chapter that we see יהוה speaking to Mosheh, 

instructing him to move away and be separated – 
twice He spoke directly to Mosheh so that יהוה 
could consume them in a moment (:21,45) and 

once as an instruction to the congregation to move 
away from the tents of the rebellious (:24):



Separate (verse 21); move away (verse 24) and 
arise (verse 45); let us look at the Hebrew root 

words for each: 
Separate – ָּבַדל baḏal – Strong’s H914 meaning, ‘to 

be divided, separated, make a separation, 
make a distinction, sever, set-apart’. This word 

carries the clear understanding of making a 
definite distinction, just as Yisra’ĕl was to make a 

distinction between the clean and unclean: 



Wayyiqra/Leviticus 20:24-26 “But I say to you, “You 
are going to possess their land, and I Myself give it to 
you to possess it, a land flowing with milk and honey.” 
I am יהוה your Elohim, who has separated you from the 
peoples. 25 ‘And you shall make a distinction between 
clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean birds 
and clean. And do not make yourselves abominable by 
beast or by bird, or whatever creeps on the ground, 
which I have separated from you as unclean. 26 ‘And 
you shall be set-apart to Me, for I יהוה am set-apart, 

and have separated you from the peoples to be Mine.” 



3 times in these 3 verses we see the word ָּבַדל 
baḏal being used – twice translated as ‘separated’ 

and once as ‘make a distinction’. 
It is יהוה who has separated us from all peoples, to 
be a set-apart nation unto Him and therefore we 
are called to make a clear distinction between 
what is clean and what is not, and so by the 

hearing of His Torah and the obedience of keeping 
His Times and laws we are called to active 

separation from that which is not pleasing to Him! 



Qorintiyim Bět/2 Corinthians 6:17 “Therefore, 
“Come out from among them and be separate, 

says יהוה, and do not touch what is unclean, and I 
shall receive you.” 

Being separated involves a coming out from among 
that which foreign and contrary to the Torah! The 
Greek word used here for ‘separate’ is ἀφορίζω 
aphorizō – Strong’s G873 which means, ‘to mark 

off by boundaries, ostracise, separate, set-
apart’ and comes from the two words: 



1 – ἀπό apo – Strong’s G575 which is a preposition 
and primitive particle, meaning, ‘from, away from, 

against’ and 
2 – ὁρίζω horizon – Strong’s G3724 which means, 
‘predetermined, fixed, appointed, to mark off by 

boundaries’. 
What is very clear throughout Scripture is that we are 

called to come out and be separate. If we do not 
heed this call to come out and be separate then we 

may find ourselves among those whom the Messengers 
of יהוה will ‘separate’ from the congregation! 



Mattithyahu/Matthew 13:49-50 “Thus shall it be at the 
end of the age: the messengers shall come forth, and 

separate the wicked out of the midst of the righteous, 50 
and shall throw them into the furnace of fire – there shall 

be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” 
The choice is very clear – separate yourselves from all 

foreign worship and its practices or you will be separated 
for destruction and thrown into outer darkness! 

Mattithyahu/Matthew 25:30 “And throw the worthless 
servant out into the outer darkness – there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 



There is a clear separation that is called for, and the 
true royal priesthood has been separated unto Elohim, 
and therefore must no longer be ‘joined’ to the ways of 

the world: 
Eph’siyim/Ephesians 5:7-11 “Therefore do not become 

partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but 
now you are light in the Master. Walk as children of light 

9 for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and 
righteousness, and truth 10 proving what is well-pleasing 

to the Master. 11 And have no fellowship with the 
fruitless works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” 



Move away – This is translated from the Hebrew root 
word עָלָה alah – Strong’s H5927 which means, ‘to go 

up, ascend, climb, approach, go’. 
A derivative of this root is the term used for ‘whole 
burnt offering – ֹעלָה olah – Strong’s H5930 meaning, 

‘whole burnt offering, ascent, staircase, stairway’. 
The olah offering represents a giving totally of oneself 
to יהוה, just as Messiah offered up His Body as an ‘olah’ 
offering, so too are we to offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice and our lives are to be given totally up unto 

service and worship to יהוה. 



This instruction was to be given to the 
congregation – in other words, the congregation 
was to totally be moved away from the tents of 

the wicked and be given totally up to יהוה. 
As we surrender our lives unto יהוה, we are to 

have nothing to do with the deeds of darkness and 
we must move away from the dwelling of 

unrighteousness and lawlessness and rebellion, 
lest we be consumed in all its sins! 



Another translation renders this ‘move away’ as ‘pull up 
your tent pegs and get away’, and the picture of this is 

showing us is the clear call to be uprooted from all that is 
wicked and a negative influence, in order to be able to 

truly ascend unto the Set-Apart presence of יהוה, and this 
is done through the instructions given by יהוה through 
Mosheh to all the congregation – we can only truly be 

uprooted from the places of rebellion and wickedness and 
lawlessness, where we once dwelt, and be able to draw 
near to Elohim through the Living Torah – יהושע Messiah – 

and by His Life Giving Word of the Torah (instructions) we, 
as a congregation can do so. We need to walk in the Torah 

to ‘move away’ from the tents of rebellion!



Arise – This is translated from the Hebrew root 
word ָרֹמם ramom – Strong’s H7426 which means, 

‘to be exalted, get oneself up, lift up (self), 
mount up’. 

They once again fell on their faces and Mosheh 
recognises that now this is a time for Aharon to do 

his duty as high priest and mediator, which had 
just been established by יהוה to all. 



Num 16:46  So Mosheh said to Aharon, “Take the 
fire holder and put fire in it from the slaughter-
place, and lay incense on, and go, hurry to the 

congregation and make atonement for them, for 
wrath has gone out from יהוה, the plague has 

begun.” 
Num 16:47  And Aharon took it as Mosheh 
commanded, and ran into the midst of the 

assembly, and saw that the plague had begun 
among the people. And he laid on the incense and 

made atonement for the people,



Num 16:48  and stood between the dead and the 
living. And the plague was stopped. 

Num 16:49  And those who died in the plague were 
fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides those 

who died on account of Qoraḥ. 
Num 16:50  Then Aharon returned to Mosheh at 

the door of the Tent of Appointment, for the 
plague had stopped.



As we look at the verse that follow we see a great 
shadow picture of the work of Messiah in His 

ascending to the Most Set-Apart Place in the Heavenly 
Tabernacle in order to become the Mediator of the 

Renewed Covenant! 
Verse 46-50 – The Mediator and High Priest 

Aharon, under the clear instructions of Mosheh, takes 
the fire holder and puts fire in it with incense and 
makes atonement for the congregation and stood 

between the living and the dead at which point the 
plague stopped! 



The High Priest goes at the mouth of the Torah and 
remains in the Torah! 

Aharon is a picture of the work of Messiah as High 
Priest, and we see clearly how יהושע came to do 

only that which was required and instructed 
through the Torah as He came and dwelt among 

the congregation and made atonement by giving up 
His Body and ascended to the Most Set-Apart Place 
where He makes intercession for us and is the One 

who stands between the living and the dead. 



Just as Aharon ‘returned’ to Mosheh, we see the 
power of the Truth that the Word of יהוה does not 
return void but does all that it is set forth to do. 
 was sent forth as the Word made flesh and יהושע
accomplished His role and duty as High Priest and 
Mediator and returned to the Father, and He is the 
Door at the Tent of Appointment – He is the only 
way and only through Him and His atoning work 
are we able to draw near to Elohim, for through 

His work the plague is stopped!



When Aharon made atonement for the people 
stood in his position the plague was stopped. What 

we see happening here is a restoration of order 
out of chaos. 

 came to restore order and establish His יהושע
prescribed order for His people and those who 

stand opposed to His order and Kingdom rules will 
die and those who submit and follow will live!!! 



This rebellion brought chaos and destruction and 
order had now been restored, which is exactly what 
 came to do – restore the True order so that all יהושע

may walk in and live according to the Torah 
(instructions) of Elohim. 

Another 14 700 died and what we can clearly learn 
from these events is this – Rebellion kills!!! We must 

learn to guard our mouths and be careful not to speak 
out against the order or Elohim and be careful who 

we speak out against – especially if they are the 
called and set-apart servants of Elohim! 


