
Understanding YAH’s Likes and dislikes



Torah: Genesis 44:18-47:27 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28 

#11 Vayigash (וַּיִּגַׁש)
— Hebrew for “and he drew 

near”



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Now that he sees the transformation of Yehudah to a man of 
compassion, the emotional reality of what he witnessed was 

too difficult to contain. Here the brother, who actually 
recommended some twenty two years earlier that Yosef be 
sold to the Midianite/Ishmaelite traders (Genesis 37:26-27), 
was actually willing to give his life for his brother Benjamin, 

in order to avoid a repitition of further harm to his father 
Ya’acov (45:1-4). As a result of this act of selflessness, Yosef 
was convinced that his brothers were different people from 

the ones who had cast him into the pit.



Gen 45:1   And Yosěph was unable to restrain 
himself before all those who stood by him, and he 
called out, “Have everyone go out from me!” So 

no one stood with him while Yosěph made himself 
known to his brothers. 

Gen 45:2  And he wept aloud, and the Mitsrites 
and the house of Pharaoh heard it. 



Gen 45:3  And Yosěph said to his brothers, “I am 
Yosěph, is my father still alive?” But his brothers 
were unable to answer him, for they trembled 

before him. 
Gen 45:4  Then Yosěph said to his brothers, 

“Please come near to me.” And when they came 
near, he said, “I am Yosěph your brother, whom 

you sold into Mitsrayim.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Yosef asks them to come close to him (45:4). The Hebrew 
word “elai”, means “all the way to me”, which implies it 
was almost a matter of nearness until physical contact. 

Here Yosef is speaking Hebrew and identifying himself by 
his Hebrew name. His brothers couldn’t answer him; for 
they were terrified at his presence. In the same way that 
it was Yehudah who caused Yosef to reveal himself, so it 
will be the Jews who in the end cause Yeshua to reveal 
himself in his glory, see Matthew 23:39; Acts 3:19-21.



Mat 23:39  for I say to you, from now on you shall 
by no means see Me, until you say, ‘Blessed is He 
who is coming in the Name of יהוה!’ ” Psa 118:26.



Act 3:19  “Repent therefore and turn back, for the 
blotting out of your sins, in order that times of 
refreshing might come from the presence of the 

Master, 
Act 3:20  and that He sends יהושע Messiah, pre-

appointed for you, 
Act 3:21  whom heaven needs to receive until the 

times of restoration of all matters, of which 
Elohim spoke through the mouth of all His set-

apart prophets since of old.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

The Mercy of Yosef 
In chapter 45, we see the compassionate heart of 

Yosef’s. Rather than carry out the charade and 
seeking further revenge on his brothers, Yosef 

broke down, cried and revealed to them who he 
truly was. He apparently held no animosity 

whatsoever for his brothers. 



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

For more than two decades, Yosef’s brothers had lived in a 
state of anguish and remorse. They were responsible for their 

brother’s exile and their father’s suffering. Now everything 
seemed out of kilter. Somehow, the Egyptian viceroy’s cup 

had been found in their midst. They were about to lose 
Benjamin and break their father’s heart again. They were 

humiliated in the eyes of the Egyptians, accused of theft and 
spying, helpless under the irrational whims of a Gentile ruler. 
Meanwhile, their families were near to starvation. The whole 
world was coming apart around them. It must have seemed 

that Yah had utterly abandoned them.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

But when the Egyptian ruler declared, “I am 
Yosef,” everything changed. The veil was lifted, 

and all the puzzle pieces came together. 
Everything became clear as God’s master plan fell 

into place before their eyes.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Yosef (Joseph) reveals his true identity and 
immediately plans for the future: “And Yosef said to 

his brothers, “Please approach me.” And they 
approached. And he said, “I am Yosef your brother 

whom you sold to Egypt. But now, do not be sad and 
let it not be disturbing in your eyes that you sold me 
here, because it was to preserve life that God sent 

me before you” (Bereishit 45:4-5). 



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Yosef here sets the foundation of their future 
relationship upon an honest approach to what had been 

done, bringing it into the open. He did not minimise 
what they had done, nor impose blame but stated the 

fact, “I am Yosef whom you sold into Egypt”. Yosef 
gently and kindly reminds them what they did to him. If 

there was to be a genuinely revived relationship 
between the brothers, then it had to be established 

upon honesty with the things which had estranged them.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

It was a rebuke in that Yosef faced them with the facts of 
what had been done, but it was also an encouragement that 
he wanted to reconcile with them. He then encourages them 
and gives an expression of his acquittal of their wrong doing. 
Knowing that they were in a very vulnerable emotional state 
in their present situation, his reassurance was to give them 
comfort and afford them the basis for a reconciliation. Yosef 
then sought to relieve them of their sense of guilt in seeing 
that in spite of their wrong-doing, Yah had used it for His 
purposes and wrought deliverance for them all through it.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Yosef seeks to take them beyond their own self-
consciousness and direct their focus to recognise as he had 
done that Yah was in control of their lives. We see into the 
beauty of Yosef’s heart in his walk with YeHoVah. Only one 

completely surrendered to Elohim’s purposes can rise 
above their own feelings and accept whatever may come 
as the hand of Yah working out His purposes in their lives. 

Yosef had worked with the Almighty, submitting to His 
sovereignty to use him to preserve a remnant for posterity. 

The word ‘posterity’ (45:7), actually means ‘remnant’.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  
The Fulfillment of Prophecy 

Yosef obtains Pharaoh’s permission to bring his family 
to Goshen, and Pharaoh orders Yosef to commission 
wagons to transport all the members of his family, 

their herds, and their furnishings to Egypt. Yosef uses 
all the authority at his disposal to provide for his 
family’s safe and smooth transition to their new 

residence. 



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

However Ya’acov does not accept his direction from man, 
not even from his beloved son whom he wants to see, but 
turns to Yah for confirmation of the move. He would be 

well aware of the admonition given to his father to not go 
down to Egypt when he faced famine (26:2), and also 

considering the commission which he had of responsibility 
for the future of the nation, Ya’acov needed divine 

direction, to which Yah responded “Fear not” – “I will go 
down with you to Egypt and I will also surely bring you 

back up again” (46:1-4)



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

This is what Yah had spoken to Abraham in Genesis 
15. When Yah said that He would go down with 

them and then bring them back again it refers back 
to the prophetic declaration made to Abraham 

which He was now declaring that He would fulfill. 
As part of this, there is the indication that He 
would mould them, strengthen them and bring 
them out with great demonstrations of power.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Ya’acov goes to Beer Sheva which is 25 miles from where he 
was living at Hebron. He goes to the established place of 

worship and receives the visions which give him the needed 
direction. Yah reveals to him that it will not be a short visit 

but one that will extend over a period of time for his 
descendants to become a great nation. His promise was to go 
down with them and to lead them back again which He did at 
the time of the Exodus. Yah’s plan would be fulfilled in Egypt 
in the land of Goshen which would support a large number of 

people until the iniquity of the Amorites was full and His 
divine judgement would come upon them. (Genesis 15:16)



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

It would seem that nothing is lacking in the 
preparations for Ya’acov’s family’s resettlement. 

However, Ya’acov, had “sent Yehudah (Judah) 
ahead to Yosef, to direct before him in Goshen” 
(46:28). Yehudah, the natural leader among the 
brothers, who risked himself for the safety of 

Binyamin, is selected to go before them.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  
Re-unification in the Land 

After the reunification of the divided family, the 
reconciled family moved to Goshen. (46:34) 



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

Goshen was in the Nile River delta area and was and still is the 
prime farm land of Egypt. It was a veritable promised land 

compared to the arid regions of Canaan. The land in Goshen is 
one of the best in the world, agriculturally, maybe even the best 
land. There is never a lack of water there. There are no vermin. 
It is never cold. There are no strong winds. The land there is a 

plain and has moist soil. The ground has been enriched by floods 
from the river which have brought organic material and 

minerals. The ground has plenty of selenium, copper, and iron, 
which causes the placenta of animals and humans to always be 

fruitful. (agronomist Rodolfo Olivares from El Salvador)



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

This was why the midwives later could state that 
the Hebrew women had no difficulty bringing forth 
their children. Yah chose the best land to produce 
a nation of strong healthy people. This is a shadow 
of the Millennium when the earth will once again 

yield its strength to its inhabitants.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

The Jewish rabbis and sages have a sense that history for 
the people of Israel is continually repeating itself, over 

and over again in cyclical patterns, as Yah works his 
purposes out among his people. This is but one more 

picture of the cyclical pattern of redemption that we see 
Yah working out in the pages of Scripture all pointing 

toward a final climax at the end of the age where all of 
the Children will worship him in spirit and in truth (John 

4:23) under the rulership of King Yeshua the Messiah Son of 
Yosef/David.



TOPICS IN THE PARSHA 
THIS WEEKS TORAH PARASHAT  

“And say to them, ‘Thus says Yah God, “Behold, I 
will take the sons of Israel from among the nations 
where they have gone, and I will gather them from 
every side and bring them into their own land; and I 

will make them one nation in the land, on the 
mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all 

of them; and they will no longer be two nations, 
and they will no longer be divided into two 

kingdoms.” Ezekiel 37:21-22



This week’s Torah portion is called וַּיִּגַׁש Vayigash 
which means, “and he came near”, and begins 
with the account of Yehuḏah risking his life, in a 

sense, by coming near to Yosĕph, in order to plead 
for his brother.



The Hebrew root word that is used for him 
drawing near to Yosĕph, comes from the root word 
 nagash (naw-gash’)– Strong’s H5066 which נָגַׁש

means, ‘to draw near, approach, come closer’.



The first time we see this root word being used in 
Scripture, is in the account of when Aḇraham 
‘drew near’, in order to ‘draw near’ to יהוה to 
plead or intercede for the righteous to not be 

destroyed along with the wrong, just before the 
judgment was about to be unleashed on Seḏom 

and Amorah, in:



Berěshith/Genesis 18:22-23 “So the men turned 
away from there and went toward Seḏom, but 

Aḇraham still stood before יהוה. And Aḇraham drew 
near and said, “Would You also destroy the 

righteous with the wrong?” 



Exo 32:30  And it came to be on the next day that 
Mosheh said to the people, “You, you have sinned a 
great sin. And now I am going up to יהוה – if I might 

atone for your sin.” 
Exo 32:31  And Mosheh returned to יהוה and said, “Oh, 

these people have sinned a great sin, and have made for 
themselves a mighty one of gold! 

Exo 32:32  “And now, if You would forgive their sin, but 
if not, please blot me out of Your book which You have 

written.” 
Exo 32:33  And יהוה said to Mosheh, “Whoever has 

sinned against Me, I blot him out of My book.



This root word נָגַׁש nagash (naw-gash’)– Strong’s 
H5066 carries a similar meaning to the word ָקַרב 

qaraḇ (kaw-rab’)– Strong’s H7126 which means ‘to 
come near, approach, appear, bring near, come 

forward, draw near’.



Yehuḏah had already taken up the responsibility of 
being the spokesman, and took a great risk in 

drawing near, coming close to this ruler of 
Mitsrayim, and in doing so, he asked for mercy. 

There was no way to try to reason away the facts 
that were before them, as the cup was found in 

the sack of Binyamin; yet Yehuḏah takes courage, 
in pleading for mercy – similar to the courage that 
Hadassah (Estěr) had, when she went before the 
sovereign and touched the sceptre, as she began 
the process of pleading for mercy for her people:



Estěr/Esther 5:2 “And it came to be, when the 
sovereign saw Sovereigness Estěr standing in the 
court, that she found favour in his eyes, and the 
sovereign held out to Estěr the golden sceptre 

which was in his hand. And Estěr went near and 
touched the top of the sceptre.”



Yehuḏah recognised the high-ranking position that Yosĕph 
was in and he acknowledged this, and used his words very 
carefully, in showing the proper respect that was due to 

the authority under which they had now found 
themselves, as he made a petition for his voice to be 

heard. 
Yehuḏah had pledged his life for Binyamin with their 

father and so, here he did not back down from his words, 
and in approaching Yosĕph, who he had recognised as 

being like Pharaoh, who could either condemn or pardon, 
he boldly, and humbly, sought to gain the favour of 
Yosĕph, in the hope of him bringing about a pardon.



Here, in this account of Yehuḏah pleading for mercy, we are 
able to see some great insight into the surrendered heart of 

a true servant that has been humbled. 
In these verses 18-34, we see Yehuḏah using the term ‘my 
master’ 7 times, and the phrase ‘your servant/s’ 12 times. 

I find this very interesting, as we consider how our 
acknowledgement of who our Master is, by keeping His 

Appointed Times and guarding His commands. 
The term ‘my master’, in the Hebrew, is ֲאֹדנִי aḏoniy and it 

is expressed as the emphatic form of ָאדֹון aḏon (aw-done’)– 
Strong’s H113 which means, ‘master, husband, owner’. 



With this clear emphasis being spoken by Yehuḏah 
toward Yosĕph, in declaring that Yosĕph was their 

master, 7 times, I see a picture of an 
acknowledgement that teaches us how we are 

able to truly declare who our Master and Husband 
is. 

When we guard and keep His Appointed Times – 
that is all of His 7 Feasts – as well as His Sabbath, 
the 7th day of the week, then we are able to fully 
recognise and confess that Messiah is our Master 

and Husband.



There are many who claim to know Him as Master, yet they 
show no regard for His Word and fail to keep His Appointed 
Times – and for those who make such assumptions in error, 

our Master has the following words to say: 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to 

Me, ‘Master, Master,’ shall enter into the reign of the 
heavens, but he who is doing the desire of My Father in the 

heavens. 22 “Many shall say to Me in that day, ‘Master, 
Master, have we not prophesied in Your Name, and cast out 
demons in Your Name, and done many mighty works in Your 
Name?’ 23 “And then I shall declare to them, ‘I never knew 

you, depart from Me, you who work lawlessness!’”



The term ‘your servant’ or ‘your servants’ or ‘his 
servants’, is used collectively 12 times in this 

account and comes from the root word עֶֶבד eḇeḏ 
(eh'-bed )– Strong’s H5650 which means, 

‘servant, slave, bondservant’, which comes from 
the root word עַָבד aḇaḏ (aw-bad' )– Strong’s 

H5647 which means, ‘to work, serve, become 
slaves, cultivate, perform, serve, worship’.



While the root word עֶֶבד eḇeḏ – Strong’s H5650 is 
translated 12 times, in this passage from verse 

18-34, as ‘servant’, we see that it is used here in 
this passage of the Hebrew text 13 times and the 
13th time we see it being translated as ‘slave’, in 

verse 33.
This once again strikes me as being significant in 
the emphasis of Yehuḏah’s words here, as we see 

that both the number 12 and 13 carry great 
significance for us.



The number 12 speaks of the fullness of all the 
tribes of Yisra’ĕl, while 13 speaks of us being 

joined to, and united as ‘one’ in, Messiah, who is 
our Head.

We also tale note that “13” is the numerical value 
for the Hebrew word אֶָחד eḥaḏ (ekh-awd' )– 

Strong’s H259 which means, ‘one or unified’, and 
!Himself prayed that we would be one יהושע

The closer we get together through obedient living 
and fellowship, the more refined we become.



A true servant of Messiah walks as He walked and 
stays in Him, as they walk in THE WAY of our 

Master and King, serving and worshipping in Spirit 
and Truth!

What is also interesting to take note of, is that the 
Hebrew word for ‘way’ is ֶּדֶרְך dereḵ (deh’-rek)– 

Strong’s H1870 which means, ‘way, road, 
distance, journey’ is used ‘13’ times in Tehillah/
Psalm 119, which we know speaks primarily about 

the love for the Torah of Elohim!



The Hebrew word ֶּדֶרְך dereḵ (deh’-rek)– Strong’s 
H1870 comes from the root verb ָּדַרְך daraḵ (daw-
rak')– Strong’s H1869 which means, ‘to tread or 
march’ and so speaks of our walk, and our every 
step that we take – and this we are to commit to 

!as faithful servants ,יהוה
Let us therefore take a look at these two words 

 – dereḵ ֶּדֶרְך eḇeḏ – Strong’s H5650 and עֶֶבד)
Strong’s H1870) as they are written in the ancient 

pictographic script:



In the ancient pictographic script, the word עֶֶבד 
eḇeḏ – Strong’s H5650 is pictured as:

  



Ayin – ֶע:

The original pictograph for this letter is and is 
pictured as ‘an eye’ and represents the idea of 

‘seeing and watching’, as well as ‘knowledge’, as 
the eye is the window of knowledge



Beyt – ֶב:

The ancient script has this letter as , which is a 
picture of ‘a tent floor plan’ and carries the 

meaning of, ‘house’ or ‘tent’. It represents family 
and the importance of those who are inside the 

tent as opposed to the tent structure itself.



Dalet – ד:

The ancient script has this letter as  and is 
pictured as a ‘tent door’. It can also have the 

meaning of ‘a back and forth movement’ as one 
goes back and forth through a tent door and so 
speaks of an access point. It can also carry the 

meaning of ‘dangle’ or ‘hanging’ as the tent door 
would hang from the roof pole of the tent. It speaks 
a great deal in terms of understanding the door of 

the tent of appointment as the only means of access.



When we look at this word in the ancient script for 
a servant, we can see that it speaks of:

ONE WHO WATCHES AT THE DOOR OF THE 
HOUSE!



This is what our Master calls us to do; and when 
we consider that יהושע Messiah is The Door, then 
we further see our need to continually be looking 
at Him, guarding to do all His commands – and this 

is how we keep watch over the House/Body of 
Messiah! 



The first time that the root word ֶּדֶרְך dereḵ – 
Strong’s H1870 is used, is in: 

Berěshith/Genesis 3:24 “and He drove the man out. 
And He placed keruḇim at the east of the garden of 
Ěḏen, and a flaming sword which turned every way, 

to guard the way to the tree of life.” 
Due to the sin of Aḏam and Ḥawwah, they were 

driven out of the garden of Ěḏen, and driven from 
the presence of יהוה, with no access to the way to 

the tree of life! 



Before they were driven out, Elohim made for 
them coats of skin, and in this we are able to see 

the powerful shadow picture of the protection and 
covering we have, in יהושע Messiah, the Passover 
Lamb that was slain for us, in order that we can 
once again be brought near to the presence of 
Elohim and have access to the tree of life and 

have the full assurance of an everlasting life with 
our Master, who shall come and receive us to 

Himself! 



In the ancient pictographic symbols of this word, 
we are given a greater insight in understanding 

how יהושע Messiah is THE WAY!
This word – ֶּדֶרְך dereḵ – Strong’s H1870 – in the 

ancient script, looks like this:

  



Dalet – ֶּד

The ancient script has this letter as  and is 
pictured as a ‘tent door’. It can also have the 

meaning of a back and forth movement as one goes 
back and forth through a tent door and so speaks 

of an access point. It can also carry the meaning of 
‘dangle’ or hanging as the tent door would hang 
from the roof pole of the tent. It speaks a great 

deal in terms of understanding the door of the tent 
of appointment as the only means of access.



Resh – ֶר
The ancient script has this letter as and is 
pictured as ‘the head of a man’ and has the 

meaning of the head of a man as well as chief, 
top, beginning or first. Top as in the top or head 
of a body and chief an is head of a tribe or people 

as well as the one who rules the people.



Kaph – ֶּכ:

The ancient form of this letter is pictured as  – 
which is ‘an open palm of a hand’. The meaning 
behind this letter is ‘to bend and curve’ from the 

shape of a palm as well as ‘to tame or subdue’ as one 
has been bent to another’s will (under their hand), as 

an open hand symbolizes submission. This also can 
picture for us a palm or palm branch from the curved 
palm shape. This also pictures for us that which has 
been openly revealed – by the ‘open hand’, or the 
revelation of the hand that has worked a function!



As we consider these three pictures in making up 
the Hebrew word ֶּדֶרְך dereḵ, in reference to this 
meaning THE WAY, we can clearly see how it is 

.Messiah who is THE WAY יהושע
As we come to the DOOR of the Tent of 

APPOINTMENT, we are able to come and submit 
under the hand of our Master and Chief, who gives 

us access into His presence.



Yoḥanan/John 10:19 “I am the door. Whoever 
enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go 

in and shall go out and find pasture.” 
As one understands the design and service of the 

Tabernacle, then we are able to understand 
perfectly the clear words of our Master. 

It was at the door of the Tabernacle that the 
people would bring their offerings to the Priest, 
and before they were able to enter, they needed 

to be washed. 



Looking at this ancient pictographic of the word 
that renders for us the meaning of THE WAY, we 

are also able to see the clear work of our Master, 
who is the Lamb that was slain, and it was His 

hands that took the nails for us, and in doing so 
released us from the dogmas which stood against 

us! 
His shed blood covers us from the punishment of 

death, as long as we remain in Him! 



The Houses that applied the blood of the lamb to the 
doorposts of their homes would not be visited by the 
Messenger of death, but would be passed over, as the 
final plague in Mitsrayim swept over the land, killing 
every first born of those homes that did not have the 

blood on their doorposts! 
Yehuḏah, in recognizing that he was at the mercy of 
Yosĕph, who he did not know was Yosĕph yet, knew 
that he was taking a huge risk in coming before this 

high ranking official without being summoned, which, 
in effect, could have been punishable by death. 



In risking his life for his brother, he shares, with 
great passion, the clear chronological order of the 
events of their journeys and how they had, at all 

times, adhered to Yosĕph’s instructions. 
He then focused on Binyamin’s life and the great 
love that their father had for him, and this being 
the emphasis of his speech, he tells how he has 

stood as guarantor for Binyamin’s safety. 



In verse 28 Yehuḏah uses the terminology of being 
‘torn to pieces’, in describing the heart-breaking 
words of their father in mourning over Yosĕph, 
whom he had been led to believe was dead. 

These words had great prophetic reference to the 
future separation of the 12 tribes that would be 

split into two Houses. 



As we recognise the end times, of the two Houses 
of Yisra’ĕl and Yehuḏah that are returning to the 

Covenants of promise by the Blood of Messiah, we 
also see how significant the role of Binyamin is 

still playing, as we are able to see how powerful 
the letters of Sha’ul are, in calling the lost sheep 

of Yisra’ĕl back to the Covenants of Promise.



Sha’ul was from the tribe of Binyamin, and in 
many ways, we see how he is the liaison between 

the two Houses.
The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘torn to 
pieces’ comes from the root word ָטַרף taraph 

(taw-raf' )– Strong’s H2963 and means, ‘to tear, 
rend, pluck, torn to pieces’.



The judgement of Elohim is likened to a beast 
tearing its prey: 

Tehillah/Psalm 50:22 “Understand this please, you 
who forget Eloah, lest I tear you in pieces, with no 

one to deliver:” 
Because Yisra’ĕl had ‘forgotten’ Elohim, they were 
scattered in judgement, yet we have the promise 
of restoration through the Blood of Messiah who 

redeems us and heals our wounds: 



Hoshěa/Hosea 6:1 “Come, and let us turn back to 
 For He has torn but He does heal us, He has .יהוה

stricken but He binds us up.” 
In verse 23 of Tehillah 50 we see the effect of 

proper praise bringing about the deliverance of 
Elohim: 

Tehillah/Psalm 50:23 “Whoever offers praise 
esteems Me; and to him who prepares a way, I 

show the deliverance of Elohim.”  



Verse 23 – You do not see my face again! 
Yehuḏah was warned that they could not return to 
Mitsrayim without Binyamin, and the wording that 
is used here, certainly speaks prophetically of the 

clear words of Messiah as recorded in: 
Luqas/Luke 13:35 “See, your House is left to you 
laid waste. And truly I say to you, you shall by no 
means see Me until the time comes when you say, 

‘Blessed is He who is coming in the Name of 
”’!יהוה



The words of Yosĕph to his brothers were clear – 
he would not see them unless they were with his 

brother, and so too do we recognise that Messiah is 
coming for a ready Bride who has gathered herself 

together to meet Her Husband! 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 23:38-39 “See! Your house is 

left to you laid waste, 39 for I say to you, from 
now on you shall by no means see Me, until you 
say, ‘Blessed is He who is coming in the Name of 

 ”’!יהוה



All of Yisra’ĕl must again be together, before we 
can have the fullness of יהוה’s presence again. 

Yehuḏah was making his appeal to Yosĕph, by using 
Yosĕph’s own words; and so too do we do the same, 
when we make our petitions, with thanksgiving, to 

 .as we speak His Word back to Him ,יהוה
This showed Yosĕph that Yehuḏah had clearly 

remembered the words of Yosĕph and his clear 
instructions, and shows how he had listened 

carefully to what was instructed.



The problem today with so many, is that they are not 
hearing the truth, as they are simply not listening to 

the Word of Elohim, but are rather listening to 
theologies and doctrines of man, that have twisted 

and profaned the Truth. 
This is why so many people will so easily remember 

fables, yet are unable to recite or speak the Word of 
Elohim. 

For example: most people who claim to ‘know’ the 
Word, may believe the erroneous teachings that they 

were taught in ‘sun-day school’, while not really 
knowing what the Word says.



One example is seen in how many believe that 
Dani’ěl was a little boy when he was thrown into 
the lion’s den, yet they fail to know the Word and 

recognize that he had to have been at least 80 
years of age and was, in fact, serving under the 

3rd king since he was taken to Baḇelon as a 
teenager of about 17 years old. 



Another example is seen in how so many believe 
that when Messiah was born, that there were 3 

wise men who came to him and gave gifts, while 
they fail to see that we are not told that there 
were 3 wise men, but rather, that there were 3 
gifts and when we consider how these men had 
travelled through the rough terrain of Iraq and 

Jordan, they would not have been so wise, if they 
were only 3 men with such costly gifts!



They were a company of men, meaning that they 
were many and they did not come to Messiah when 

he was born but rather, as we are clearly told in 
Mattithyahu/Matthew 2:11, they came to ‘the 

house’ where the Child and his mother Miryam were. 
Looking at this passage, in Mattithyahu/Matthew, we 
are able to ascertain from the time that Herod had 
called the Magi and learned exactly what time the 
star that they saw in the heavens appear, and his 
decree to kill all infants under 2 years old, that 

Messiah was not a baby when the Magi came with 
the ‘3 gifts’, but he was closer to two years old!!!



Why I am mentioning these as examples, is to 
simply highlight how so many have not been 
‘listening’ to the truth, but have rather been 

listening to the twisted doctrines of man; and we 
can never truly know our Master if we are not 

‘hearing’ his Word as it is written!!! 
So, continuing on, with our Master’s words, as 

seen in Mattithyahu/Matthew 7, we are also able 
to further understand the necessity of hearing the 

Truth: 



Mattithyahu/Matthew 7:24-27 “Therefore everyone 
who hears these words of Mine, and does them, shall 
be like a wise man who built his house on the rock, 
25 and the rain came down, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house, and it 

did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “And 
everyone who hears these words of Mine, and does 

not do them, shall be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand, 27 and the rain came down, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and they beat 
on that house, and it fell, and great was its fall.” 



Yehuḏah was, by his account given to Yosĕph, 
making it clear that he had ‘heard’ the clear 

instructions and followed them completely – for 
this is the mark of one who truly praises our 

Master!!! HEAR – GUARD – DO!!! 
Yehuḏah had now shown Yosĕph that he was a 

changed man, by the fact that he was willing to 
give up his life and inheritance and become a slave 
in the place of Binyamin, showing his willingness to 

obey and not cause his father any further pain. 



Yehuḏah showed great love for Binyamin, and while this is a 
powerful display of affection and courage, to possibly die for 

Binyamin, we recognise the great love that Elohim has for 
us: 

Romiyim/Romans 5:7-10 “For one shall hardly die for a 
righteous one, though possibly for a good one someone would 

even have the courage to die. 8 But Elohim proves His own 
love for us, in that while we were still sinners, Messiah died 
for us. 9 Much more then, having now been declared right by 
His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For 
if, being enemies, we were restored to favour with Elohim 

through the death of His Son, much more, having been 
restored to favour, we shall be saved by His life.”



Yoḥanan Aleph/1 John 3:15-16 “Everyone hating 
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has everlasting life staying in him. 16 By 
this we have known love, because He laid down 

His life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers.”

In verse 32 Yehuḏah tells Yosĕph that he went 
‘guaranty’ for Binyamin, and if he did not take 

him back to their father then he would be a 
sinner.



The Hebrew root word that is translated as 
‘guaranty’ is עַָרב araḇ (aw-rab' )– Strong’s H6148 

which means, ‘to take on pledge, give in pledge, 
become surety, guarantor’, and we see this word 

used in:
Tehillah/Psalm 119:122 “Guarantee Your servant’s 

well-being; let not the proud oppress me.” 



Here, we are able to also see a picture of the sure 
promise of Messiah, who has become the pledge of 

our inheritance and has given us His Spirit as 
pledge!

The Hebrew root verb עַָרב araḇ (aw-rab' )– Strong’s 
H6148 expresses an action of the part on the one 
doing the action, and from this verb, we get the 

noun derivative עֵָרבֹון eraḇon (ar-aw-bone’)– 
Strong’s H6162 which simply means, ‘a pledge’.



We are able to see from this, the powerful ‘pledge’ 
that we have been given in Messiah, through His 

action of love, in giving of Himself for us, and giving 
us His Set-Apart Spirit: 

Eph’siyim/Ephesians 1:12-14 “for us to be the praise 
of His esteem – those having first trusted in Messiah, 
13 in whom you also, having heard the word of the 
truth, the Good News of your deliverance, in whom 
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Set-
apart Spirit of promise, 14 who is the pledge of our 
inheritance, until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, to the praise of His esteem.”


